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PREFACE. 



The Editor has bow brought his compilation to adoscv 
agreeable to the conditions of subscription. His origin* 
al plan was to have published three volumes xnorei the 
fifth to contain Essays and Practical Illustrations of 
some select passages of Scripture. The sixth to have 
been wholly Epistolary. The seventh to have been a 
small volume compiled from the Poetical Department 
of the Magazine. Whether he resumes his editprial 
labors must depend on circumstances of Divine Provi- 
dence yet to be unfolded. Although it cannot be ex- 
pected that. every expression in any work that is hu* 
man should be perfectly correct, and in all -respects the. 
most proper, yet the Compiler publishes the Gospel 
Treasury as expressive of his own views of the religion^ 
of the blessed Jesus, in respect to the doctrines of the 
Bible, and prays that he may be enabled to live and die 
' under the influence of the temper of mind and spirit 
this work is calculated to inculcate and diffuse among 
mankind. That the reader may enjoy as much pleas;' 
ure and derive more profit than the Editor has, in the 
compilation of the work, is his sincere and most affec- 
tionate desire. To God be all the praise. 
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GOSPEL TREASURY. 

AN ESSAY ON READING, 

XN subordination to divine Providence, we stand indebt^ 
led to the agency of men for a variety of in ventions, v/hich 
have wonderfully contributed to diffuse knowledge and 
happiness through a dark and miserable world. In the 
great catalogue presented to our view in the instruc- 
tive page of history, the art of Printing occupies a very 
conspicuous place: for it is productive of consequences 
as lasting as our existence. This light dawned first 
upon Germany, about the middle of the fifteenth centu- 
ry. It was particularly through the then new medium 
t)f the press, that the principles of the Reformation, 
which was begun by Luther about fifty years after, were 
promulgated with incredible rapidity, and became tri- 
umphant over aU the subtlety and rage of its dignified 
"opposcrs. This important discovery opens to us a 
thousand rich mines of wisdom and pleasure; and, how- 
ever it may be abused by the vanity of some, and the 
wickedness of others, it shall nevertheless be instru* 
mental in bringing a large and lasting tribute of glory 
to the Redeemer. 

The Holy Scri^tureB should be loved with greater 
ardor, and studied with more attention, than any other 
book whatever; because they contain sentiments more 

Vot. IV. 1 n } 
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interesting) beauties more captivating, and sublimities 
more astonishing. They are not only to be read) but 
treasured up in our memories. We should avaij our- 
selves of every circumstance that may conduct us to 
the knowledge of their import, and enable us with facil- 
ity and energy to apply their essential truths to our- 
selves. Then we shall wisely at least, if not success- 
fully, contend with an infidel race, and wipe away the 
odium of embracing sentiments unexamined by the 
word and testimony of Jesus. Then we shall improve 
our faculties, illustrate our principles, enlarge our use- 
.fulness, and abound in those consolations, which, like 
the widow's cruse of oil, will increase as they are pour- 
ed out, and which will at last be absorbed in the pleas- 
ures of heaven. Every man of true piety and taste, 
finds in the Scriptures botli instruction and<ielight. He 
reads other books with a view to the knowledge and 
enjoyment of this; and estimates their worth accord- 
ing to the measure in which they are calculated to pro- 
mote the object of his desire. 

But we cannot help deploiing that wilful ignoi^ance 
which is the only distinction of great numbers wh^ 
profess themselves the advocates of Gospel truth. 
Being too gay, too busy, or too idle, to exert themselves 
in the cultivation of their minds, they suffer them, like 
the field of the slothful, to be quite overrun with thorns 
and nettles. Scmctimes, perhaps, they may yawn away 
ten minutes over a vahiable Lock; but are seldom, if 
ever, inspired with life and vigor. They relish noth- 
ing so much as the sentimental licentiousness of a 
Sterne, or the subtle poison of £cme dangerous novel, 
Kovels, • generally speaking, are insti vments of abcm- 
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ination and ruin. A fond attachment to them is an irre- 
fragable evidence of a mind contaminated, and totally 
unfitted for the serious pursuits of scudy, or the delight- 
ful exercises and enjoyments of religion; 
It must be confessed, that even books of an opfio^te 
' description — ^books which combine important instruc- 
tion and untainted pleasure, will, if they preclude punc- 
tual attention to the duties of our respective stations, 
be read too much. When we depart from tbfe order es- 
tablished by Infinite Wisdom, and the obligations by 
which we are individually bound, we stand guilty be- 
fore Him, who has made every thing beautiful in its 
season* There are many things of vast consequence 
to ourselves and others, that books cannot teach, and 
many pleasures which they cannot communicate; an^ 
which are found 6nly in the more active walks of hu- 
man life. Yet proper opportunities of reading will, un- 
_ der the Divine blessing, make those who prize and im- 
prove them, like trees, that yield abundance of delic- 
ious and wholesome fruit. 

To reading and reflection, some part of every day, 
if possible, should be inviolably sacred. He who never 
reads, forgets that he is rational; and he who never 
reads with a thirst for spiritual knowledge, forgets that 
he is immortal. As our understandings improve by 
our acquaintance with Divine revelation, and with the 
writings of great and good men, we shall, in our prog- 
ress through ^he vale of imperfection, and sorrow, par- 
ticipate of unnumbered joys, to which the trifling and 
the indolent are strangers. An elegant writer ob- 
serves, that "Sorrow is a kind of rust to the soul; which 
every new idea contributes in its passage to scour away. 

tizedbvGooQie 



4 dOSPEL TREASURY. 

It is the putrefaction of stagnant life, and is remedied 
hj exercise and motion.*' The ignorant, as they are 
easily elated by the fiuctuating brightnfess of prosperi- 
ty, so they are the first to fall a prey in the hour of ad- 
•vebsity to grief and despair. They are then like ships 
on the boisterous sea, without cargo, and without bal- 
last; while those whose minds are stored with the ac- 
quisition of true wisdom, remain secure amidst the 
storms of life, and gradually approach that haven of 
everlasting rest, where they will know even as they are 
known. 

The lover of useful books, when he is not governed 
by reserve or pedantry, conciliates esteem, and com- 
municates pleasure, in the various departments of so- 
cial life. He perceives the justice of Lord Bacon's re- 
mark, that "Reading makes a/tt//mdn, and conversa- 
tion a r^ady man;" therefore he indulges, at proper - 
times, in the pleasures of cheerful company and conver-^ 
aation. But gaming and detraction, profaneness and 
dissipation, he holds in absolute abhorrence: with those 
assemblies in which these are countenanced, he never 
ynites. His heart is with them who love instruction, 
and with such as delight in the communication of it. 
AdcJ^med with Christian humility, he makes no osten- 
tatious display of his natural or acquired talents. He 
' never indulges the unmanly thought of treating inferi- 
or sense and information with contempt; but while he 
secretly adores tlie Providence that has blessed him 
with higher advantages, he endeavors to lead others in- 
to the pleasing paths of wisdom. 
When inspired with such sentiments, and pursuing such 
a line of conduct, bow amiable do men appearl These 
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are qualities, the possession of which is of more con- 
sequence than the conquest and possession of the ^ni- 
Terse. Does the reader earnestly desire to obtain 
them? Let him make use of those means which 
Providence has placed in his power, and humbly im- 
plore the blessing of Him who delights to make \ih 
creatures wise and happy. Let him remember^ thai 
opportunity will not last for ever. Time will shortly 
moulder the hands that now write, in the dust, and still 
the breast that now throbs at the reflection. But let 
not this be read as something that relates only to anoth- 
er: it is applicable to every individual who peruses 
what is here written. This awful truth, however ob- 
vious, and however reiterated, is yet frequently forgot- 
ten; for surely, if we did not lose our remembrance, or 
at least our sensibility, that view would always predom- 
inate in our lives, which alone can afford us comfort 
when we die. 



PRESENT NEGLECT OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION. 

Amidst the variety of instances of the present declen- 
sion of religion, the inattention of parents "professing 
godliness,*' to the spiritual welfare of their children, is 
one of the most lamentable and conspicuous. This com- 
plaint does not' arise from a censoriousness of spirit, 
nor from a propensity to applaud "the former days as 
better than these," but will appear, 'to every unpreju- 
diced observer, to be founded on a fisict equally injurious 
and deploi*ifcfl. 

In the primitive ages of the church, when piety, peace, 
and simplicity, so eminently distinguished its members, 
it was considered as an essential branch of thpir duty 

Vol- IV. * I tizedbvGooQie 



6 GOSPEL TREASURY. 

Ho train Aip their children in the nurture and admoni- 
tion of the Lord.'* The instruction of the rising gen- 
eration was not confined to those homilies or public 
discourses, which, at stated times, were addressed from 
the pulpit to the congregation at large; but the minis- 
ter and his people, agreeable to their several capaci- 
ties, were unwearied in their endeavors to sow the seeds 
of knowledge in their young and tender minds. They 
acquainted them with the principles, doctrines, and du- 
ties of Christianity, and inculcated on them the su- 
preme importance of religion. Convinced that the hu- 
man mind, unpiincipled and ignorant, is exposed to ev- 
* ery vicious and injurious sentiment, like an uncultivat- 
ed field without a fence, which is open to every beast 
of prey, and produces nothing but weeds, and briers, and 
thorns, they bestowed on them unremitting care, and 
fiscw their labors, by the blessing of God, attended with 
success. By these means, the church, for a considera^ 
lilc time^ was pure from the errors of the heretics, and 
the iU>ominations of the heathens: the' yotmger mem^ 
Vers of their societies were unmoved by the assaults pf 
the philosophers, who combined genius and learning to 
extirpate the religion of Jesus; and, having felt on their 
hearts the influence of their early instructions^ through 
the grace of the Redeemer they met with fortitude the 
horrors of a dungeon,and the tortures of the fiame. He|ice, 
amidst the darkness of persecution, with which these 
primitive Christians were surrounded, such a light 
arose, as often, by its lustre, confounded their savage 
persecutors, and drove them back to their dens, while 
it drew from Pagan obscurity many a poop bewildered 
wretch, who hastened to embrace the Gospel of Christ « 
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* 

If, from this period, we descend to the days of. the 
Puritans, we shall discover a similar attention to the ris- 
ing generadon, and similar happy effects resulting from 
this attention. Most of our pious ancestors, who were 
such an ornament to the last century, were, we have 
reason to believe, indebted, under the blessings ef grace, 
to the religious education they received from tlieir 
godly parents for that holiness which they discovered, 
and for that noble zeal which made them cheerfully 
sacrifice all their temporal happiness to the dictates of 
their conscience, and the honor of their God. 

But if from hence we descend to the present period of 
the church, "how is the gold become dim, and the most 
fine gold changed!" Amidst thte splendor of a zeal for re- 
ligion in general, many of the particular duties of Chris- 
tianity are sunk into obscurity; and while like men and 
Chrbtians, professors are liberally contributing to the es» 
tablishment of schools, and similar laudable institutions 
for the diffusion of knowledge, personal and family pie- 
ty is much neglected, and the immortal souls of their 
own children arc perishing through ignoi*ance. Instead 
of attempting to impress them with a sense of the 
nature and importance of the "one thing needful," and 
"watching for their souls as those th^t must give an 
account," many parents, who are brilliant professors, 
scarce ever mention the name of religion to those un- 
der their carej and teach them every thing that is nec- 
essary or impcirtant, but the way to the kingdom of God! 
Religious instructions will not communicate grace to 
the heart, nor always restrain from vice and profaneness. 
The fuous endeavors of Abraham -and David were lost 
en Ishmaei and Abs^loro^ and many a parent, who has 
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labored, and prayed, and wept over a beloved son, 4ias 
lived to see the fruit of his body an open enemy to God, 
and "has gone down with grey hairs in sorrow ta the 
grave." But, though sometimes abortive, these at- 
tempts, in innumerable instances, liave been distin- 
guished with the Divine blessing. Though the exam- 
ple, influence, and advice, of Abraham smd David did 
riot restj-ain Ishmael and Absalom from horrid impie- 
ty, yet Isaac and Solomon, as the fruit of their kbors, 
were "a seed to serve the Lord;" who were the joy and 
ornament of their declining years, and will be their 
crown of rejoicing in the day of Christ Jesus. 

Many professors, however, excuse their neglect of 
the souls of their children, by saying, that as God alone 
can impart grace, or change the heart, their labors are 
unnecessai7, or, at least, will be ineffectual* But such 
a principle is evidently most absurd, sinful, and cruel* 
Supposing, on a similar principle, a mother were to act 
witli regard to her little infant who is dangerously ilh 
as she sees her tender babe gasping for breath, and 
struggling with the agonies of the violent disorder, 
which threaten^ a speedy dissolution, she is informed 
of a method of cure, which has, by the Divine blessing, 
been generally successful j "No,** says the parent, **there 
is no necessity for troubling myself to adopt your advice j 
my child is in the hands of the Almighty; if he choose 
io heal it, he certainly will, in spit© of the violence of 
the disorder; but, if he determine otherwise, my infant 
must die in spite of all my endeavors." In consequence 
©f this neglect, the little cireature can no longer sup- 
port the weight of the disease, but sinks under the eye 
f^f its parent in the arms of death. Should ever an in- 
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feknce of this nature occur, every one would condemn 
the conduct of the mother as unfeeling and absurd^ and 
would scarce exculpate her from being accessary to the 
death of her child. What then can we think of those 
parents who turn the grace of God into idleness, and 
who, under an appearance of submission to his sove- 
reignty, neglect the immortal interests of their children? 
However inattentive such may have been to their tem- 
poral welfare, we fear that they are not free from "the 
blood of their souls." 

It is objected to a religious education, that, by in- 
structing children in the doctrines of the Gospel, we 
prejudice their minds in favor of certain notions which 
may be false in their principle, and which, through 
their whole lives, they may be never aWe to eradicate. 
As this objection carries skepticisnron its very face, it 
deserves but little attention from the serious mind: It 
better suit& the genius of those who consider the belief 
of the Koran of Mahomet, or the Gospel of Jesus, of 
equal indifference, than the views of the man who is 
convinced of the importance of religion, and "who has 
tasted, and felt, and handled, the word of life." The 
parent, who feels the doctrines of the Gospel to be in- 
teresting and comfortable to himself, will consider 
them as essential to the safety and happiness of his 
child; and, under this impression, if he be sensible 
of his duty, he will be careful to inculcate them on 
those committed to his charge. 
But from whatever principle it proceeds, or under whatr 
ever pretence it is excused, it is obvious that the relig- 
ious welfare of the rising generation is too little regarded. 
To bring their children to the house of God, and restrain 
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them from those immoralities to which they are expos* 
edj.is the highest point to which the care of manj pro- 
fessors extends. But others add to this the teaching 
them some catechism, which is never explained 16 
their infant understandings, they think they have dis- 
charged their duty to God and their children; though 
perhaps even this service is committed to a careless nurse 
or other domestic, while the parent is gadding about, 
sipping tea on a Sunday visit with a triflingneighbor or 
acquaintance. After the earlier years of a child are spent 
in this manner, if circumstances wiU admit, he is re- 
moved from the sight and influence of his friends, to 
some distant school. But piety in the master, or his 
attention to the spiritual concerns of his scholars, are 
objects scarcely required; ^t best, they are considered 
but as secondary, and must give way to some superior 
advantages of learning or accomplishments, or to a sit- 
uation of inferior expense. If the parent has the cour- 
age to stipulate that his child shall attend once or twice 
on a Sabbath at some place where the Gospel is preach- 
ed, he thinks that he has taken every cdre that is nec- 
essary. This stipulation, indeed, is frequently omitted; 
and whenever it has been made, it is often disrcgai'ded. 
After the youth has spent aproper time in this schooI> 
where, perhaps, the name and appearance of every 
thing sacred are ridiculed, and where he loses the 
greatest part of those scattered ideas of religion, which 
he before had collected, he is placed in some connex- 
ion to fit him for his future situation in life. Here, 
again, the religious character of the person to whose care 
he is committed, is little consulted; and the last evils 
which are thought of, are the temptations to which he 
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may be exposed. Having now relinquished those 
puerile diversions with which we commonly amuse 
our youngest years, he devotes his leisure hours to the 
pursuit of knowledge or pleasure. If his mind be of a 
studious complexion, he will probably be persuaded or 
inclined to acquaint himself with those errdneous sen- 
timents which have been so widely and rapidly diffused 
in the present age. Unprincipled in the Gospel, and 
destitute of grace, he is fascinated with their novelty, 
and the alluring dress in which they are exhibited. 
Sentiments so congenial with the love of the heart, soon 
insinuate themselves into the tinderstanding and judg- 
ment; and he becomes a firm believer and a zealous ad- 
vocate in the cause of error. His parents see with 
grief their deluded son, and remonstrate with him on 
the danger of his situation. He receives their well' 
meaning' attempts with a smile of superiority, or a sneer 
of contempt; and, rejoicing that he has shaken off the 
shackles of prejudice, he wanders on in the flowery 
fields of speculation, till he approaches, perhaps, to 
the verge of Deism itself, whence it wDI be almost 
miaaculQUs if h^ ever return. As a planet which is 
attracted from its orbit, wanders through the bcxundless 
regions t)f space, further and further from the sun, till- 
It falls into the centre of some other system, and is con- 
sumed in one momentary conflagration, so the man 
who is charmed with the glittering appearance of er- 
ror, flies at a greater and greater distance from the 
Sun of Righteousness, till he falls a prey to his guilt and 
presumption. 

If the youth, as we supposed, be hot possessed of a 
thirst after knowledge, he will be probably devoted to 
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pleasure. Mixings with sinful companionsy he soou 
breaks those feeble restraints which in any measure 
had before confined hini) and launches into the depths 
of vice and debauchery. Here he either falls a sacri* 
fice toliis lusts, and is cut off in the midst of his days^, 
or protracts a life of disgrace to himself and misery to 
his parents; who look back with the keenest regret on 
' their past neglect of their child, and are torn with an- 
guish on a view of his unhappy condition. 

Mournful as these instances are, they are by nO 
means uncommon, but arise continually to our view as 
beacons to guard parents agaiust those rocks on ^ which 
«o many have b6en wrecked. To stretch forth, the 
hand to rescue his dear offspring from destruction^ 
must be the duty, the interest, and the happiness of ev- 
ery one who has the feelings of humanity and the fear 
of God before his eyes. Though this may be some*- 
times in vain, yet Infinite Goodness often uses the hand 
of a parent as an instrument in the delightful office of 
plucking his child as a brand from the fire. It was the 
opinion of Dr. Doddridge, that the greatest number of 
Christians are converted by this means. Many« or most 
of the illustrious worthies, who have adorned the British 
tiation in the modem ages of the church, as a Henry, 
a Watts, and others, too ntimerous to mention, derived 
from God, through the hands of their parents, that heav^ 
enly oil with which they so brightly illuminated th6 
sanctuary. What encouragement, then, has every head 
of a family, from these examples of the blessing which 
attended pious instructions, to foUow this advice, **Go 
thou, and do likewise." 
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FAMILY GOVERNMENT. 



It may bfe taken for granted, that every pious parent 
feels very stix>ngly for the future happiness of- his chil* 
dren, and that his own comfort and happiness are inti- 
mately concerned in that of his^family. Now this com- 
menclable passion, which is certainly improved by re- 
ligion, will lead the parent to converse frequently and 
familiarly with them, and to teach them betimes the 
distinction between good and evil, vice and virtue, and 
to express his abhorrence of evil, and his approbation 
of virtuous actions. 

It is a Tnistake, which there is reason to believe 
many parents are chargeable with, to suppose that how* 
ever perverse children ai*e when they are in their child- 
hood, they will correct themselves as they grow up. I 
allow that in some instances this may be the cases 
childish things, which are but mere foibles, will be out- 
grown; but vicious dispositions, fro ward and undutiful 
tempers, if not corrected in time, will grow up with 
them, and the young masterless cub will grow up to 
"be a lawless, ungovernable, and mischievous bear; grow 
up to be at once the disgrace and plague of the parentsi 
a pest to society, and, what is infinitely worse, a harden- 
ed rebel agi^nst God, a despicable outcast fit>m the 
society of all wise and good men, and at last sink into 
remediless ruin. On the other hand, where a wise an^ 
judicious discipline in the mai^gement of a family is 
exercised, it mayi in general, be expected that the 
members of it, and especially the children ©fit, who 
are more immediately the care of parents, will be duti- 
ful, affectionate, obedient, md (^liging in their tempecji 
Vol. IV. a r- 1 
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and manners; they will be conscientious in their whole 
conduct; be preserved from the vices and follies of 
youth; grow up in habits of modesty and virtue, of in- 
dustry and goodness; be held in esteem by all who 
knoMLhow to value real worth, and will be kept under , 
the means of grace, which through the blessing of God, 
will make them wise, holy, and happy in time and to 
eternity. There is an important ^lea^ing in the words 
of the wise man, and it becomes the duty of every par- 
ent to learn the meaning of them; ''Train up a child in 
the way he should go, and when he is old, he will not 
depart from it;" and there is a wise meaning in that 
systolic exboijation, Eph. vi. 4, "And ye fathers pro- 
voke not your children to wrath, but bring them up in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord." 

The first thing then that I would recommend to the 
attention of parents is, the beginning to exercise gov- 
ernment at an early period. As soon as reason begins 
to dawn, let tlie child know that you will be pleased by 
being obeyed, or, in other words, by the child aiming to 
comply with your will, no matter in what, but in every 
little action of which it is capable, and that you will be 
offended by a refusal. 

Secondly, the conduct of a parent should be exactly 
uniform, and all of a piece, firmly maintaining that 
authority which the law of God and of nature gives him; 
and at the same time, let that authority be exercised 
with that du^ mixture of mildness and affection, which 
is calculated to beget and inspire reverence and love, 
and to convince his child or children of the reasonable- 
ness and propriety of his conduct in all the restraints 
which he lays them under, and the, duties he enjoins 
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Upon them; and that it is his love to them, and his de- 
sire to promote their good, which didtate such a con- 
duct. • - 

Thirdly, another rule which a wise parent will lay 
down to himself, will be this: Never in any instance, to 
suffer himself to be disobeyed; but to insist persever- 
ingly on it, that he will be obeyed, that he vill have his 
directions and injunctions regarded. Now if this rule 
be strictly adhered to, it will become a law to the family, 
and children will regard the parent's will as the rule of 
their conduct, and will not ordinarily depart or deviate 
from it; but will feel themselves happy in having their 
parent's approbation, and proportionably feel them- 
selves unhappy, if, through indiscretion, they have in- 
curred the parent's displeasure, and will not be recon* 
ciled to themselves, till the parent is reconciled to 
them, and harmony is restored. 

Fourthly, parents ought, in order to the exercise of 
a proper government in their families, to exercise a 
d^ government over themselves, I mean, over their 
own tempers; so as never to be transported with an 
undue warmth, but let their resentnteht be proportion- 
ed to the nature of the offence. It is the great fault of 
some parents to suffer their anger to rise to a high de- 
gree against a child for some trifling accident, while 
they will let disobedience, sauciness, insolence, lying, 
or tailing the name of God in vain, which are crimes of 
great turpitude, and should never escape punishment, 
pass unnoticed and unregarded. Now such injudicious 
conduct in parents has a direct tendency to spoil the 
tempers of children, and to weaken, if not destroy, the 
parent's authority, and consequently to injure and ruin 
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<he morals of their children. If parents discover anger^ 
it should be at nothing but sin; and that is to be angry^ 
and not sin. 

Fifthly, parents, who wish to maintain their authority 
in their families, must of all things be cautious in their 
promises and threatenings, and be punctual in both. 
One great object with a parent must be, to posset him- 
self of the full confidence of his children by his fidelity 
and strict adherence to truth; and therefore he must 
never deceive a child by promising it a favor which he 
does not mean to bestow, or by threatening it with a 
punishment which, in case of disobedience, he does not 
mean to inflict. I repeat iti that parents ought to be 
cautious never to promise any thing to their children^ 
but as a reward of duty and obedience^ and to promise 
Bothing as a favor, but what they can and do mean to 
grant, if the condition of the promise on the child's' 
part is complied with. And, on the other hand, a par- 
ent ought never (be the crime ever so great) to threat- 
en to punish a child by a mode which he jnay not inflict. 
To illustrate this matter, I beg the reader's patience 
while I relate a fact which fell under my own observa- 
tion. My little boy about five years of age, being at 
play with a neighbor's boy^out six years- of age, this 
neighbor's child, having been guilty of some tmnsgres- 
sion, the mother threatened him in language to this 
effect: "Sirrah, I'll knock your brains out, that I will," 
Upon hearing this, my little boy came home exceeding* 
ly terrified, and with tears' in his eyes addressed him- 
self to his mamma, saying, "Ma, S. S. is to have his 
brains knocked out." To which it was replied, "Dear 
child, what do ypu talk about? I hope nothing so dread^ 
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ful will happen to him;" to which he answered, ''But Ma^ 
his mother told him^ that she would knock his hrains 
out;*' and this idea seemed to possess the child's mind 
so fully, that he could not be persuaded to think that 
his neighbor would falsify her v/oi-d; for he had no con- 
cef^on of a person saying what was not meant to be 
done; for he had never noticed such conduct before, 
and therefore he firmly expected the sad catastrophe to 
follow. However, the next morning my little boy saw 
his play-fellow in the full possession of all his brains; 
at which sight he x:ame to express hi^ surprise, saying, 
''Ma, S. S. has not got his brains knocked outl" To 
which it was replied, "No, no, child, his mother did not 
mean any such thing; that would have been a shocking 
thing indeed to knock her child's brains out!" To this 
he again replied, "But Ma, she said she would; I heard 
her say she would;" and added, "neighbor S. has told 
a sad stoi7; has she not, Ma?" Well, this passed off, 
and in the space of two or three days, this neighbor S. ' 
came to my house, and at that instant my children were 
diverting themselves at play with each other, and mak- 
ing too much noise to suit me; upon which I ordered 
them to be siknt, and take themselves to their seats, 
which was immediately done. At this my neighbor 
signified surprise to see my children so governable, and 
expressed a wish that her children were in such order: 
to which I answered, that, if she adopted my mode of 
managementj she might obtain her wish: and added, 
that I have laid down one short rule, which I invariably 
abide by; it is this, / will be obeyed; and ail my children 
widerstand that this is the law of my house, so that they 
»c seldom disposed to dispute the point wiUi mei but 
Vol. IV. ♦ 2 
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you will observe, that I lie ver, enforce this law by threats 
ening them to knock thnr brains outj 8cc. The severest 
punishment which my children are ever threatened 
with, is the rod, and that instrument is seldom used; 
because, as before observed, my children know the law 
of my house, and therefore readily conform to it. 

Another thing I beg leave to observe^and that is,that 
pai*ents should never discover a partial, regard to one 
child more than another; because there are several 
evils likely to arise out of this absurd conduct in a par- ' 
ent, such as the fallowing. In the first place, it may be 
naturally expected that the favorite will become the 
object of envy and hatred to the other children; and it 
is ten to one but that the fondling will be indulged and 
humored to a criminal degi*ee; its miscarriages and 
faults overlooked, or thought to be virtues; till at length 
it will, instead of being a comfort and a credit, become 
a cross and a curse to the family as it grows up, and be 
itself ruined; for it is grown up to a proverb, that fond- 
lings are generally unfortunate. 

Ad(^ to this,that this unreasonable partiality will tend_ 
to discourage the other children, so that they will be 
indifferent whether they please or offend, and will not 
be emulous to excel, because they will despair of ob- 
taining the affections and confidence of their parents, if 
they endeavor ever so much after it; and thus instead 
of peace, order, and harmony subsisting, i»hich are the 
comfort and credit of society, nothing but anarchy, mu- 
tual hatred, and confusion, can be expected to prevail 
in such ill fated and ill governed families. 

One thing more I beg leave to observe, and that is^ 
that parents, who^ by the law of God ^d nature, are 
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constituted both preceptors and governors of their 
children^ ought to teach by example as well as by pre- 
cept They ought to set the example, therefore, of 
denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, and of living 
soberly, righteously, and godly; for where this is not 
the case, the best instructions, and the best maxims and 
rules for the government of families will have no 
weight, but the end of all will surely be defeated. How 
justly might it be retorted on such unqualified instruc- 
tors and governors, when they are pretending to- be re- 
formers, "Physician, heal thyself!"^ only set us the ex- 
ample, and we will follow it! 

And I intreat that it may be observed, that both par- 
ents, f . e. both father and mother, should unite their ex- 
ertions in the same good work of instruction and gov- 
ernment, and never oppose each other therein. O 
parents! I beseech you to consider the importance of 
the trust which is committed to you; consider the im- 
portance of the work itself, and the good or ill effects 
which a wise or unwise- conduct may have upon your 
children, and on your children's children, and on those 
of future generations. Learn to despise and abhor 
those opinions of weak or wicked men, which make 
light of family instruction; and family religion and 
government; consider them as subversive ,of all order 
and morality in society; and let the awful example of 
the righteous displeasure of God against Eli and his 
house ever be before your eyes: 1 Sam. iii. xiv, "I have 
told him," saith the Lord, "that I will judge his house 
for ever, for the iniquity which he knoweth; because 
his sona made themselves vile, and "^he restrained them 
DQt.**^ And let the character which the Lord gave of 
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Abraham animate you to your duty, sutid determine your 
conduct, Gen. xviii. 19, "I know him, that he will 
command his children, and his household after him, and 
they shall keep the way of the Lord, &c." 



THE CHRISTIAN PHILOSOPHBIL 
No. I. 

INTRODUCTION. 

In the works of the great Jehovah, harmony is a lead- 
ing characteristic; each part illustrates and beautifies 
the whole; and all unite to proclaim his glory. The 
traces of that wisdom, power, and love, which his bless- 
ed gospel displays in their full lustre, are to be seen 
shining, with comparative faintness, in the works of 
Nature. 

"The spacious earth and spreading flood 

Proclaim the wise and powerful God! 

And thy rich glories trom afar. 

Sparkle in e v*ry roHiDg stai*! Wat t s^ 

A pious author* has observed, that "the Most 
High God, in condescension to the weakness of our 
faculties, the brevity of our lives, and our maiiy avoca- 
tions, has comprised all the knowledge conducive to 
our real happiness, in four comprehensive volumes, 
th^ Bible, the book of Creation, the book of Provi- 
dence, and the book of the Heart." 

• Eer. Mr. Newton, Onfieron's LeUei^ No. 15. 
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The design of Christian Philosophy is to assist tlw 
reader in the study of the second of these. "The lines 
of this book, though very beautiful and expressive in 
themselves, are not immediately legible by fallen man. 
The works of creation may be compared to a fair cha- 
racter in cypher, of which the Bible is the key; and they 
who know God in his word, may find both pleasure and 
profit in tracing his wisdom in his works. The Lord 
has established a wonderful analogy between the na- 
tural and the spiritual world. This is a secret; known 
only to them that fear him; but they contemplate it with 
pleasure; and almost every object they see, when they 
are in a rig^t frame of mind, either leads their thoughts 
to Jesus, or tends to illustrate some scriptural truth or 

The Book of Nature may be read with advantage 
when we hold in our hand the book of Revelation, and 
view it in this Divine light Philosophy is no natural 
enemy to religion; but a mighty incentive to it, when 
properly used. We find the inspired writers frequent- 
ly directing our attention to the works of Nature. To 
illustrate the greatness of his power, our God is repre- 
sented as measuring the waters in the hollow of his 
hand, and meting out the heavens with a span; as weigh- 
ing the mountains in scales, and the hills in a balance. 
The heavens declare his glory in silent but forcible 
language; a language which may be heard and under- 
stood throughout all the earth, by men of every color and 
of every tongue. When, the prophets would illustrate 
those infinite resources of wisdom and knowledge that 
guide hxs^ conduct, they tell us^That as the heavens are 
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higher than the earth, so are hi9 ways higher than onr 
ways, and his thoughts than our thoughts." 

Objects, beautiful or sublime in the world of Nature, 
are alternately borrowed as similies to express the glo- 
ries of God, manifest in the flesh: The sun shining in 
his strength, resembles the splendor of his countenance; 
the whiteness of snow, the color of his hair; and the 
roar of many waters, the sound of his voice. And though 
we know that the whole realm of Nature would be ex- 
amined in vain, to find a metaphor that would complete- 
ly express "his worth, his glory, or his grace," yet these 
similitudes ^afford some faint ideas of his greatness; 
and are adapted to the littleness of creature-minds. 
Just views of the works of God in creation, while they 
teach the glory of the Divine Architect, are calculated 
to impress our minds with a lively idea of the weak- 
ness and insignificancy of man. We are told, that "The 
works of the Lord are great, sought out of all them that 
have pleasure therein."* It is also said, "Remember 
that thou magnify hi$ work, which men behold."t It 
is our intention, in a few occasional Essays, to attempt 
•a religious improvement -of those discoveries which 
have been made in the works of Nature. Philosophy 
has often been made subservient to the purposes of 
infidelity; and modern Deists have asserted, 'That 
the only Revelation the great Creator ever made, is in 
the book of Nature/* 

It is hoped, that the subsequent papers will shew 
that there is a perfect harmony between the word of God 
and his works; and that Philosophy, when not perverted 
from its proper object, leads us to the admiration 

♦ Psftlm cxi. 3. t J®'* »»▼* 24, 
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and love of Him, whose wisdom, power, and goodness 
appear in tlie most minute, as well as the most magnif- 
icent of his works. 



No. 11. 

THR sun. 

Ik the centre of the planetary system to which oifr earth 
belongs is the Sun, round which, at different distances, 
all the planets perform their revolutions. The pro- 
portional magnitude of the Sun to the earth is as 
1,380,000 to one. By the help of the telescope, spots 
are discovered on the Sun's disk, or face: they appear 
in various forms and numbers, the larger ones some- 
times exceeding the bulk of the earth. Though these 
spots are generally to be seen, there have been periods 
of more^than seven years, in which none have been ob- 
served; at other times, their number has been so great 
as aimdst to obscure the brightness of the Sun. "For 
several days together, in the year 1547, the Sun appear- 
ed little brighter than the Moon, in her total eclipse, 
from this cause." All the spots have an apparent 
motion from west to east; which proves that the Sun 
revolves on his own axis in this direction. The period 
of his revolution is 'observed to be about twenty-five 
days. From ihe line in which the spots move, it is 
discovered that his axis makes an angle with the eclip- 
tic of about seven degrees. "Sir Isaac Newton sup- 
posed the Sun to be a mighty earth, vehemently hot, 
and that the heat was preserved by the amazing size^ 
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the body, and the tnutual ac^on said reaction of that ani 
the light emitted from* i^" 

Dr. Herschell conjectures that the Sun is surround- 
ed with a transparent atmosphere, like the earth; tfiat this 
is again encompassed by a kind of shell, ^h^ch he calls 
the Lucid Atmosphere, from whence light proceeds to 
the whole system, and from which the Sun also, through 
its transparent atmosphere, is enlightened with a per- 
petual, day. The appearance, of spots, he thinks, to be 
occasioned by a small part of the lucid atmosphere be- 
ing, by some means or other, removed. That these 
«pots are not the smol- e, or the opaque matter, thrown 
up from volcanoes, as some have in^agined; but real 
cavities are evident, from their appearance through a 
large telescope; first one side of the cavity presents 
Use If to a spectator; as the Sun revolves round its axiS) 
he sees down into the cavity, and, when it has advanced 
still farther, the other side becomes visible. Whatever 
theory of the Sun the ingenuity of man may invent, we 
know from experience, that "truly the light is sweety 
and a pleasant thing it is for the eyes to behold the sun.'* 

Were we to be shut up for a short tim,e in total 
darkness, we should doubtless perceive a greater force 
in this oljservation of the wise king of Israel, than we 
can now imagine. A faithful sufferer in the cause of 
God and truth, who had been kept in a dark dungeon 
in the inquisition in Portugal, when brought forth to be 
martyred, on beholding the light of the Sun, which he 
had not seen for many years, could not forbear exclaim- 
ing, "Who that has reason in him could worship any 
but the Maker of that glorious creature?" His inhuman 
^rsecutors gagged him iasunedlatelf , and hurried him 
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-^n to the stake.* It is our mercy that, uninterrupted 
hy the iron hand of persecution, we can behcddthe. Sun, 
and contemplate that display "which it affords of the 
beneficence, power, wisdom, and glory of Him who 
made *Hhe greater light to rule by day;" and who seems 
to "have designed this glorious luminary as, in some 
degree, an emblem of his own splendor and majesty. 

The promised Messiah was spoken of as the Sun 
of Bjghteousness, that should arise with healing in his 
beams. He is, indeed, the Sun of that new ^orld whidi 
the Spirit Of his grace has created, — a Sun witfiout a 
spot, "the express image of his Father's person, and 
the brightness of his glory.'* Seated in the centre, he 
diffuses light, life, vigor, and joy, throughout every 
part of the spiritual system. 

«*The circle where my passions move. 
The centre of my souU'* 

Watts. 

From the day that God said, "Let there be light," 
the Sun has continued to shine with midiminished lus- 
tre. He has sent, forth oceans of light for thousands of 
years, and his glory is not impaired; as a giant refresh- 
ed, he Cometh forth from the chambers of the east, and 
rejoiceth to run his daily course. "Even so the Sun of 
Righteousness is the same yesterday, today, and fot 
ever." His power is unexhausted, notwithstanding tlie 
wonders he has wrought, and his grace undiminished, 
notwithstanding the. vast displays he has made of its 
unsearchable riches. But all emblems fail, when Divine 

• limboreh's History of the Inquisition. 
Vot. IV. a 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



36 OOSPBL TRBASI^RTi 

things are the objects they are intended to iUtistfftte. 
The time will come when the Sun shall be blotted o«t; 
but the period will never arrirc when the Spiritual Sun 
shall lose his lustre; 

«Grov dim with age, and sink in years!" 

Thou alone art worthy for ever to be adored^ and 
£or ever to shinel 01 thpu Maker of that glorious 
creaturel when my eyes shall be for ever closed, aod 
never more behold the brightness of the day, grant, O 
my Savior, that I may, through thy grace, Uve in a bet* 
ter world, and be found amongst those who shall shine 
as the Sun! 



No. in. 

THE EARTH. 

In Speaking of those bodies which revolve round the 
Sun, we shall begin with the Earth, because we are so 
much better acquainted with its motions than with those 
of any other planet. In its fonn it is globular: hence, 
when a ship appears at sea, we perceive first the masts, 
and afterwards the hull and lower parts of the vessel. 
That this is the true shape of the Earth is evident, be- 
cause navigators have sailed completely round it; and, 
by continuing in the same direction, have arrived at the 
place from whence they set out. The Earth is not, 
however, a perfect sphere, being something like an 
orange in shape; the axis on which it is supposed to 
turn passing tlirough the heart (Sf the orange from th« 
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place where the stalk is inserted into it* The ends of 
the axis are called the Pples of the Earth. The diam- 
eter at the Poles is 7893 English miles; but at the 
Equator 7928 miles. The earth revolves daily round 
its axis,* from west to east: by this means the differ- 
ence of the day and night is produced. When the side 
of the gUAe we inhabit is towards the Sun, we enjoy 
the light; but when from the Sun, we are in darkness* 
Beside this diurnal motM>n,^the earth performs an an^ 
nual revolution round the Sun, at the di^ance of 
90,000,000 of miles. It is this annual revolution, *in 
consequence of tlie inclination of the earth's axis, wiiich 

* The astonishing distance and Amazing magnitnde of Uie heavenly 
bodies, as veil as other arguments i^hich might be brought forward, 
render it much more agreeable to reason, and that beautiful simplicity 
which prevails through the creation, to suppose that the changes in 
thtir appearance, with respect to us, are produced by the motion of 
the esrth. Some persons have objected to this hypothesis those pas- 
sages of Scripture which seem to assert the immutability of the earth, . 
and the motion of the Sun, &c. In answer to which it may be re- 
marked, that since it is not the design of Scripture to instruct men in 
phitesophy, it is not necessary to restrain those texts to the strict m«an- 
ing of the words; but we may consider them as spoken according to 
the appearance of things: as, in common conyersation, we frequently 
say, the Sun me« and the Sun sets,* when we believe it, at the same 
time, to remain stationary. In some of them, it is evident that nothing 
more is meant than the permanency of that state of things which the 
Creator has established: in others, the term loorld is used in a moral, 
ami not a natural, tmise. See I^. xciii. l^ Gen. six. 23, Psa. xix. 6, 
and Josb. x. 13, where "the Svn is said to stand still in tl'ie midst of 
heaven." It may be observed, that the word here rendered Sun, more 
properly signifies tlie Ught of the Sun; and the effect might be produc- 
ed by a miraculous alteration in the refractive power of the atmo- 
sphere. Similar exertions of Divine power probably prmluce^l the 
retoro of the shadow on the ^al of Ahaz. 
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occasions the variation of the seasons, and the differeBt 
length of the days and nights. 

Light and heat are much more equally diffused by 
the inclination of the earth's axis, than they would have 
been by any other means. The inhabitants of those 
parts of the Earth where the heat of the Sun, in conse- 
quence of the oblique direction of his rays, is the least, 
enjoy the longest days when tlie Sun is in their herai* 
sphere. The unseen hand of the great Creator has 
preserved the axis of the Earth constantly parallel to 
itself; that is, always pointing to the same star, ever 
since its formation. This is the more remarkable, 
when it is c6nsidered that the Earth moves in its orbit 
with the suq^rising velocity of 68,243 miles in ail hour, 
at the same time revolving' round its axis in twenty- 
four hours. Yet has the wisdom of God so fixed the 
laws of nature, that we feel no inconvenience from this 
rapid motion; nor are we even sensible of it; for if a 
body be projected from a body in motion, it will always 
partake of the motion of that other body: thus, a stone 
dropped from the mast of a ship while the vessel is un- 
der sail, is not left by the vessel, but falls exactly at 
the foot of tlie mast. These various motions of the 
Earth, regularly performed for near 6000 years, afford 
a most striking evidence of the providence of Qod, and 
his faithfulness to his word; for he hath said, "While 
the Earth remaineth, seed-time and harvest, and cold 
and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night, 
shall not cease."* Successiye generations of men 
have seen the accomplishment of this declaration. Ev- 

* Geneab viii. 28. 
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ery returning Sun brings with it a fresh proof of his 
truth: let this encourage our daily reliance on his 
promise. 

*He,bj whose all commanding word 

Seasons their changing course maintain, 

In ey'ry change a pledge affords. 

That none shall seek his face in vain." Newtoit. 

The most splendid, and, apparently, the most last- 
ing works of human genius and human power, have 
sunk with their authors into the du,st, while the ordi- 
nances of Heaven still remain. The Sun gives his light 
by day, and the Moon by night; the summer and the 
winter return in regular succession; and they will re- 
main until He, by whom all things exist, shall have 
accomplished the purposes of his love and mercy, and 
gathered in his elect: then the Earth, whose foundation 
he hath laid, shall perish, "and the heavens, the work 
of his hands, they shall perish; yea, all of them shall 
wax old like a garment; as a vesture shalt thou change 
them, and they shall be changed."* In the mean time, 
these varying scenes in winter and summer are all de- 
pendent upon his will: so it is in the Christian life; the 
winter and summer of our experience, the day and 
night of our souls, depend upon our being within the 
beams of the Spiritual Sun: when turned from Him, all 
is darkness and barrenness! 

'^My sool a IfalMpptr winter mourns, 
Barren and froitless 1 remain; 
When will the gentle Spring return, 
And hid my gi*aces grow againf 

* Psftkft cH. 96. 

• Vol. ly. 3 
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Jesus! mj glorioos Son, 

'Tis thine the frozen heart to more; 

Oh! hush these storms, and clear my fkieSj 

And let me feel thy vital love!" 



Nbwton. 



No. IV. 

/ 

ON THE MOON. 

Next to the sun, the moon is the most remarkable pf 
the celestial objects. In its form, it is not like the 
earth, flattened at the pole; but it is a perfect sphere. 
It revolves round the earth at the distance of 240,000 
miles, in an elliptical or oval orbit; and with it is car- 
ried round the sun. As the moon turns round her axis 
only once while making one revolution round the earth, 
she always keeps nearly the same side towards the 
earth; but as her motion in her orbit is not exactly uni- 
form, we see something more than one side. In the 
swiftest part of her revolution, her face is turned from 
the earth a little more than her rotation on her axis 
turns it the contrary way; in the slower parts of her 
revolution the reverse will happen. As the axis of the 
moon, like that of the earth, is always parallel to itself, 
•r directed to the same star in all situations, it will 
sometimes incline from the earth, and sometimes to- 
wards it, in consequence of whickiwe see more or less, 
at different times, of those parts of the moon which lie 
about each of her poles. This motion is called her 
I^ibration in Latitude j as the former is denominated her 
Libration in Longitude. The time in wl\ich this plsmet 

\ 
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perfonns her revolution rotind the earth, is twenty- 
seven days, seven hours, and forty-three ipinutes.* 

It is evident that the spots on the moon are moun- 
tains, from their casting a shadow in the direction op- 
posite to the sun. The height of some of these moun- 
tains has been found, by observation, to be 25,000 feet 
in perpendicular altitude; which is greater than any of 
those on the earth. Several of these mountains appear 
to be volcanoes. It has been a general opinion, that 
the moon has no atmosphere; but the latest discoveries 
seem rather to favor the idea. The continual change 
of fig^r^ to which the moon is subject, depends upon 
her relative situation to the earth and the sun. That 
side of the moon which is towards the sun, will be en- 
lightened. When we see the whole of the enlightened 
side, it appears in the full. In order to this, the earth 
must be between the sun and the moon. When the 
enlightened side is wholly turned from us, she is in- 
visible; being then between the earth and the sun: in 
this case, the moon is said to be in conjunction with the 
sun; in the former, in opposition. As the moon ad- 
vances in her orbit, after being in conjunction, a small 
part of the enlightened side is seen, and we have a new 
moon; and we continue to see more and more of the- 

* "Tbe time in -which this planet performs the eomplete leYolutiom 
•f her own orbit, is tventy-seven days, seven hours, forty -three min- 
Qtesy eleyen seeonds and a half; bat as, during this peiiod, the earth 
Jmms advanced througb a considerable portion of her annual course, the 
mcKm must make more than a complete revolution, in order to finisk 
a hination, or aniTe at the same position, in relation to the sun and 
earth.- 1 his period is the synodical or chronological month; and eon- 
•ists of twenty-Bine days, twelve hours, forty-four minutes, and three 
aesonda." 
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eoUghtened side as the moon ap^roi^hes a state af 
opposition. The waning of the moon u^es place in the 
same manner, but in a contrary order. These changes 
of the moon may be easily illustrated by an ivory ball^ 
which, being held in various positiol^s near a caudle 
will present a greater or less portion of its illuminated 
hemisphere to the view of the observer; appeanng, like 
the moon, horned, fuU, and gibbous. 

The attraction of the sun and moon produces the 
tides. When the sun and moon are in conjunction, or 
in opposition, they act together, and occasion sfiring** 
tides: when the moon is in her first or third quiupter 
they counteract each other's attraction^ and neafi^tiden 
are experienced. If the orbit of the moon were in the 
same plane with that of the earth, whenever the moon 
was between the earth and the sui^ or in cotijunctioh, 
the sun's light would be interrupted, and an eclipse of 
the sun take places and whenever the earth was between 
the sun and the moon, or in opposition, the moon would 
come within the earth's shadow, and be ecHpseds but 
as the plane of the moon's orbit ma)s.«& an angle with, 
that of the earth of five degrees, she is sometimes 
north, and at others south, of the earth's orbit; so that if 
the time of the opposition or conjunction does not hap* 
pen at oi;near the time of her crossing the orbit of the 
earth, she will be either too high or too low to come 
within the shadow of the e^th, and there will be na 
eclipse of the n^oon, or at least only a partiali eclipse; ftn^ 
the same reason there will be no eclipse of the sun, 
except the moon cross the earth's orbit at the time of 
her being in conjunction. . 
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It seems to belong to the Chmtian Philo8e[)her to 
remarlcy that the darkness whi(^ took place when our 
blessed Savior hung on the cross, could not have been 
produced by an eclipse of the sun; since this eyent never 
caa happen when the moon is in opposition; which was 
the case t^ this important period, as the passover was 
always kept at the time of the full moon. The darkness 
which, in that awful season, overspread the £a.ce of 
nature, was, doubtless, occasioned by a particular inter- 
ference of Divine power; and perhaps intended as a 
lively emblem of the darkness and distress of spirit with 
which the Lord of all things was then overwhelmed. 

<'A midnight nature shudder'd to behold 
A midnight new: a dread eclipse (without 
Opposing spheres) from her Creator's frown. 
Sun, didit thou fly thy maker's ptia? or lUrt 
At that enormoos Joad of guilt 
Which bow'd his blessed head?" 

Young. 

He who then hung on the accursed tree, made the 
lesser light to rule by night. By her pale reflected 
beams, she, in some degree, supplies the place of the 
sun when he is set; and when she shines, preserves the 
earth from being wrapt in total darkness. Whilst the 
moon enlightens our world, the earth answers the end 
of a moon, more than fifteen times as large, to enlighten 
that planet. Thus has the Creator formed his works, 
that one part of them is useful to another; so should the 
follovrers of Christ endeavor to confer benefit as well 
as to receive it; thus realizing, in the moral world, what 
the wisdom and goodness of God has produced in the 
world of natuVe. "I am sure," says Dr. C. Mather, in 
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Ms Christitti F^htkwopiier) ^to be undcrsuf^ influence 
of the MooQt ^'to see the great God mana^g manf of 
his gracious intentions by such an inatnunmit; uhI ^ 
be awakened to his praise in the nighty when we see 
the mooi^ walking in brightness, would not be a Inas^ 
that the most rational man couM be aahamed of." 



No. V. - 

ON THE PLANETS. 

Thbee are in our system nine primary planets, which 
revolve round the Sun, to which astronomers have 
given the following names: Mercury, Venus, the Earth, 
Mars, Ceres, PaUas,J[upke«ySaAi»n, and the Qe<»^^iiziii 
Sidus. Some of them are attended by moons, or sec- 
ondary planets. The Earth has one moon, Jupiter 
four, Saturn seven, and the Georgium Sidus six. The 
planets are all of them globular in their shape, and 
move round the Sun at different distances, from cast 
to west. The planes of their orbits do not coincide 
with that of the Earth, but cross it with different angles, 
though none of them vary more than six degrees north 
or south. The Zodiac, or girdle, which encompasses 
the heavens, and includes the track of all the pls^ets, 
is not more than twelve degrees in width. In the mid- 
dle of which, like a path in a broad road, we feeid the 
orbit of the Earth. Those planets which are nearest 
the Sun, move with the greatest velocity. As the 
planets move in elliptical orbits, having the Sun in one 
of the foci of the ellipsis, it is evident each planet mitst 
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be neatiH* the Sun «t^)&e time thm at anotter; andthef 
4»K^ known to increaae in velocity aa they ap^^roach the^ 
Sun, and ^ilecrease when ttKydmg from it: yet -they aQ 
observe this ]%inat4iaMe law? riz. Jhey desccihe equad 
afeaa in equal times; that is, if a line were drawn from 
the Son on anyone planet, ^le space described by that 
line would each day be escactly the ^ame, although the 
f^anet moyee one day fisister ithan smother; because, in 
proportion as the velocity of the planet is increased, 
the line would be shortened in consequence of the 
nearer approach of the planet to the Sun. Another law 
by which the distance of the planets may be ascertained 
is equally surpriimig, that the squares of the pe«iodical 
times of any planet are exAcidy proportitmed to the 
cubes of their ^^stances. Thus, for example, as the 
square of 365 days (the time of tiie Earth's revolution 
round the Sun) is to 4225 (the number of days in which 
Vemis perli^na her revolution) so is the cube of 
SO^OOOyOOO of miles (the EaVth's distance from the Sun) 
to a fourth number, which will be the cube of the dis- 
.tance of Venus. When one of the heavenly bodies is 
-so situated, as by its motion in its orbit to approach 
nearer the Earthy as it advances it appears stationary; 
at other times, in consequence of the Earth's moving 
with greater velocity, the planet may be, as it were, left 
behind it; and wUl then appeal* to have a retrograde 
motion. 

Venus and Mercury are called Inferior Planets, be- 
cause they are within the Earth^s orbit: all the rest 
which are without, are called Superior. Mercury be* 
lag nearer the Sun, and very small, is but seldom seen, 
because usually hidden by the splendor of the sol^ 
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rays. The ori>it of Venus includes that o£ Merauy^ 
and 18 distinguished from the other planets hy a pecnl-' 
iar brightness^ Being between the £^nh and the Sua, 
«6he appears^with various phases; homed, gibbous, See. 
like the Moon. Both the ii^erior planed, at eerum 
tttnes, pass over \he Sun's dkks whieh is caUed their 
Transit. Of the superior planets, Mars is nearest the 
Earth. Spots Im^ been seen upon its surfaces from 
whence the length of its days and inclination of its 
«ixis has been ascertained. A small planet, whoee or- 
bit is next to that of Mars, was discovered bf Mr. 
Piazzi, the Brst day of the present century; to which he 
has gtren the nan» of Ceres FerdinandoK. Another 
planet, still smaller wa% discorered by Dr. Olbers, 
March 38, 4602, which he has called Pallas, 

Dr.Herschell,(m account of ^leir comparative smali- 
ness, distinguishes the two last planets by the name oi 
Asteriods^ and it is conjectured there may be odiers 
which are not yet discovered.* At a considers^le dis- 
tance from the orbtt of Pallas, is Jupker. When view- 
ed through a telescope, several belts are seen across 
the disk of this large planet: they vaiy in their appear- 
ance: and are supposed to be ranges of clouds. Four 
moons, of different sitEC^, revolve round Jupiter; and 
are frequently eclipsed by his shadow. Saturn is nearly 
twice as far as Jupiter from the Sun: a planet distin^ 
guished from all the rest by a thin, flat, broad, luminous 
ring, which encompasses the body of the planet, but 

* Very recently (since this paper was written, July 1805) another 
atteriod lias been discoyered by Mr Har^ing^, wblch is called Judo. It 
is aaoerttined by Jk\ Herscbott 40 be of tke iMne Mtwe vkkCcrttMdl 

Pallas. 
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does not touch it; and appears to be divided into two, 
bfz distinct liae in the middle of its breadth. Saturn 
hxi seren moons. Tiie Georgium Sidus is at sucli a 
^Hance, that it can only be seen by a telescope. It 
has six mo(»i8* For a more particular account of the 
magnitudes, distax»:es, 6cc. of the heaycnly bodies, we 
must refer the reader to the Table annexed to our next 
Essay. There is another description of bodies which re- 
volve round the Sun, called Comets: they move in 
orbits very eUipdcal^ and their times of revolution are 
so long, and their distances so great, that little is known 
of them. Their appearances are different: some ap- 
pear only as a fidnt vapor; others have a splid part 
in the middle. When they approach the Sun, they 
put forth a land of tail <^ luminous matter, which 
is always directed towards the Sun. The number of 
comets cannot easily be a^ertaioed, but it is supposed 
10 be very great. It is certidn, that before the year 
177 1, more than 450 had been seen. 
- The brief view we have taken dl the Solar Sy stem^ 
b enough to shew the being and providence of God. 
When we see a piece of machinery, we say *the hand 
of an artist has been here:' so when we observe the 
admirable order and regularity of the motions of the 
heavenly bodies, which altogether compose one vast 
machine, of which the Earth itself is but a small part, 
can we help exclaiming, The finger of God is here! 
Such order and beauty could never have arisen from 
chance and accident. "He who thinks," says Cicero, 
^that it^biad not its origin in mind and understanding,* 
must himself be destitute thereof." But though the 
movements of these bodies be so harmonious and uni* 
Vol. IV, 4 rc^c^n]o • 
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form, yet to an inconsiderate observer, they would ap- 
pear confused and irregular; and, instead of advancing 
in their orbit, would appear at times to be fixed; and| 
at other times,, to move backward. So it is in the ways 
of God: to an eye of sense, his work seems at a stand; 
his purposes defbated, and die promises of Ms word 
tmfulfilled. But this is the conclusion of Ignorance 
and Unbelief. Could we see as, Jehoyah sees, we 
should perceive that all things work together, however 
opposite they may seem, to accomplish the purposes of 
Ms sovereign will. Were it possible for us to fix our 
station in the Sun, we should from thence behold the 
hosts of heaven ^moving in their several orbits^ without 
the least, even apparent, confusion.' It is on^rely ow- 
ing to the situation in which we are placed, that we 
ever imagine there is any thing like irregularity in 
^eir motions; and should it be our privilege to <<appear 
with Christ in glory,*' we shall discern that all the ways 
of the Lord are ri^ht, and we in the wrong, in presum- 
ing to, judge when we ought to have obeyed; and to 
reason when we ought to have believed his promise 
and relied on his word; remembering, that what "we 
Jinow not npw, we shall know hereafter/* 

**I]i8 purposes will Hpen fast, 
' Unfolding ev'ry hoar: 
' The hud may have a hitter taste« 

But Bweet will he the flow'r!" 

COWPER^ 
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No. 'VI. 
ON THE CAUSES OF THE. CELESTIAX MOTIONS. 

AccoRDiNa to the established laws of nature, bodies 
•will remain in a state of rest till moved by some exter- 
nal cause; and when once put in motion, will pontmue 
to move with a uniform velocity until some obstacle 
oppose their progress. If when a body is projected in 
a straight line,'it be acted upoi;i by another 'forge, draw- 
ing it toward a centre (and henpe called the Centripetal 
Force)tit wiir describe a curve, which will be either a 
circle or an ellipsis, according to the proportion be- 
tween the projectile and tl^e centripetal force. A body 
revolving in an orbit, endeavors to fly off from the centre 
(this is called the Centrifugal Force;) and the greater 
Us distance, the greater will be this force. Its velocity ^ 
-will be increased in proportion as It is nearer the centre. 
Thus, if a ball fastened to a cord be whirled round, and 
the cord suddenly let go, the ball will fly off; but if the 
string be drawn up so as to bring the ball nearer the 
centre, it will revolve more rapidly. Two bodies con- 
nected together, revolve round the common centre of 
gravity. If two balls of equal or unequal size be con- 
nected by a wire, t^re is a certain point in the wire^ 
where they will balance each other: this point is the 
centre of gravity, round which they will revolve, if put 
in motion. It is on these principles that the motion of 
the heavenly bodies is accounted for. A principle of 
attraction between the different bodies that compose 
it, pervades the whole system, varying according t© 
i!b& niagnitttde and nearness of the attracting, body. All 
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the planets attract each other, and are all attracted by 
the sun, to which they would all tend, were it not for 
the centrifugal force generated by their motion in their 
orbits, which exactly balances their tendency to the 
centre, and thus preserves them in their places. Were 
this force greater, they would fly off into space, like 
the ivory ball when the cord is let got were it less, 
they would rush toward the Sun. All the planets, as 
well as the Sun, must revolve round the common cen- 
tre of gravity; but because of the Sun's magnitude, the 
centre of our system is in that luminary. Hence we 
see the reason why these planets which are nearest the 
Sun move with the greatest rapidity, because they are 
nearer the centre of gravity. From the same cause it 
is that, as the planets move in an ellipsis, they increase 
in velocity as they approach the Sun, and move slower 
as they recede from it. The same principles that reg- 
ulate the motions of the primary planets round the Sun, 
govern the secondaries in their revolutions round their 
respective primaries. It is impossible to say what is the 
cause of that attraction which thus holds the planets m 
their places; the laws which regulate it are known and 
understood: farther than this, the researches of Newton 
could not go; he could only say, that He whp created 
the planets, and gave them their motion, impressed up^ 
on them this tendency towards the centre round which 
they revolve. If there be in the works of nature that 
which baffles the greatest industry, and overwhelms the 
largest minds, need we wonder that in the works of 
grace and the operations of the Spirit of God, we should 
perceive mysteries not to be unravelled? We see the 
outward frilits that are^ brought forth in the life and 
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conversation of the regenerate; and we know, from the 
Scriptures, that it is the Holy Ghost "who worketh in 
them both to will and to do;*' but how he works we 
know not. The symptoms of the spiritual life are man- 
ifest, but its springs are hidden. 

We may justly admire the wisdom and power of 
Crod in causing two opposite principles, like ihose of 
the centripetal and centrifugal force, so to operate ^ 
as ,to effect his purpose^ and preserve the order of 
nature. The same wisdom is displayed in bringing 
good out of evil, and in causing the opposite ^passions 
of men to counteract each other. How many men are 
there who would be monsters of avarice, cruelty, or lust, 
if pride did not interfere and lead them to seek the good 
opinion of their fellow creatures, which they are con- 
scious they should forfeit by giving way to propensities 
that all would condemn? And even the oppositions of 
men to the interests of Christ, and all the persecutions 
and trials the Christian meets with^ are made the means 
of promoting the very cause they are meant to injure. 
"Out of the eater cometh forth meat, and out of the - 
strong cometh forth sweetness.*' And though the ex- 
istence of sin and misery is a mystery not to be ex- 
plained, yet we may rest assured, that in some myste- 
rious way it will be so over-ruled as to afford a greater 
display of the Divine gluiy than could ever have been 
given without its existence. So that glorified saints 
shall have reason to sing, 

'^iQ has its dire ineurnons inadei 

That thou nught'st prove thy ppw'r to sare; 

And death its^ ensigns wide display!d. 

That thou mijiht'st triumph o-«r the grave." 

DODDRXDGB. 

Vol. IV. * 4 
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Table of the Solar Syitem. 



Hourly 
moUoRB 
in their 
orbit 

Miles. 

190,69f 

80/294 
68/245 

5S,28f 



Diameters 
in miles 



Distance 
from thebun 



Sun 

Meroary 

\'enu8 

The Karth 

The Mooa 

Mars 

Ceres 

Pallas 

Jupiter 

Saturn 



883,246 

3/224 

7,687- 

7,964! 

2,180 

4,189 

160 

80 

89,1 ro 

79,04- 



Georgium Sidas 35>112 



Miles 

3^,000,000 

68,000,000 

95,iX)O,O00 

^95, 000,000 

144,000,000 

260,0(K),0(X) 

266,000,000 

490,000,000 

900,000,000 

1,800,000,000 



Rotations 

round their 

Axis. 



Timeofrev- 

(riviug rottod 

the Sun. 



D H. M 

'25 14 8 

unknown 

23 21 

23 56 

29 17 44 3 

24 39 22 

unkn3wn 

unknown 

^ 9 55 37 

10 16 2 

unkuown 



1} U. M. 

83 23 16 

224 16 49 
365 6 9 

686 23 30 

unknown 

1703 16 48 

43(32 14 27 

10759 1 51 

30737 18 i> 



29,083 
^2,101 



No. VH. 



ON THE FIXED STARS. 



TiTE fixed Stars are so called, because they, always ap* 
pear in the heavens at the same distance from each 
other, and do not, like the -planets, change their placed. 
Astronomers have arranged them into eighty constel- 
lations, or systems of stars, called by the names of dif- 
ferent animals; as the Bear, the Swan, 8cc. The stars 
in each constellation are frequently denoted by a letter 
in the Greek alphabet, the most conspicuous being 
marked a, the next /J^ and so on. The stars appear 
of different sizes, and are usually classed into six or 
seven magnitudes; some of them have a periodical in- 
crease ai)d decrease. In 1596, Fabricius observed a 
remarkable star in, the neck of the Whale,- which has 
since been found to increase and d^Orease: its period i$ 
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334 days; but it does not always return with the sam^ 
lustre. Other stars have been found to appear and shine 
with great, splendor for certain periods, and then dis- 
appear. In 1572, a^tar equal in brightness to the planet 
Venus appeared in Cassiopeia; afterwards it gradually 
lost its Instre, and in three months became invisible.* 
It is ceitain that the distance of the stars is immense: 
so little proportion does the diameter of the Earth's orbit, 
which is 190,000,000, of miles, bear to this distance, that 
from whatever part of that orbit, they are seen, they al- 
ways appear in the same situation. A cannon ball mov- 
ing with a uniform velocity, would not reach the nearest 
of the stars in 600,000 years. It is evident that the stars 
shine (like the sun) by their own light, or otherwise 
their distance would render them invisible to the naked 
eye; for it is only by a telescope that we can see the 
satellites of Jupiter, whose distance bears no proportion 
to that of the stars, but who derive their light from the 
sun. It is highly probable, therefore, that they are sun«^ 
which give light to systems of planets which revolve 
round-them; nor is it any objection to this conjecture 
that we see not these planets; for if they bear the same 
proportion to their respective suns as the planets in our 
system d6 to our sun, their vast distance must render 
them invisible. There is reason to believe, that, like 
the sun, the stars have a rotary motion^ The number 
of these luminaries is as surprizing as their distance; 
and though with the naked eye we can never discover 
more than 3186, yet the telt^scope proves them to be 
innumerable. In some parts of the heavens we per- 
ceive white clouds, which, on examination, prove to be 

• Niokolsoa'i PhUoBophy, vol. i. p. 176, IZf. 
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dustert of stars; those are C4lled Nebulse* The loost 
cemai^kable of these is the Gaiax^) or Milky Way. 

What an idea does this give us of the works of tl»B 
great Creator! when, instead of one world and one sun^ 
we find thousands and thousands of suns arranged 
around us at immense distances, attended by innumer- 
able worlds, and these all in rapid motion, yet calmf 
regular, ajid harmonious^ observing, without the slight- 
est variation, the path marked out by Him who ruleth 
among the armies of beaven, and these worlds perhapflb 
peopled by myriads of intelligent beings! When wc 
take a view of the universe, how little does the earth 
itself appear! 



-<«A spot, a grain. 



' An atom, with the firmament compared: 
And all her numbered stars, that seem to roll 
Spaces inoomprehensible; for aoeh 
Their distanee argues!" 

MiLTOir. 

What then is man, who, to use the words of Dr. Paley, 
"is confined to one of these heavenly bodies, yet bearing 
a less proportion to it than the smallest microscopic in- 
sect does to the plant it lives upon." (Nat. Theology, 
p. 411.) Yet man, so mean, comparatively so insignif- 
icant, has dared to disturb the harmony .that prevails 
through the vast universe, and to lift up his feeWe arm 
against the great Ruler of all. How astonishing is the 
folly and madness of sin! yet not more astonishing than 
the grace and love of Jehovah. He who made the sun 
and moon, 

*^\nd soVd with stars the heavens thick as a field,'' 
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bowed his heavens and came down! <<was bom of wo- 
man! lived and died!'* Died, that he might make peace 
between weak gi>ilQr man and the Lord God omnipotent! 
He arose again for our justification, and ascended on 
high. And now he sends forth his heralds to proclaim 
peace, and, as the Ambassiadors of God, to beseech and 
iBtreat these rebels that they receive not the grace of 
Grod in vain. Yea, more, he sends forth his Spirit into 
tlie world to give effect to their labors, and, to this end, 
to tidte up his dwelling in the hearts df men. 

Sovereign of natore, all is thiite; 

The ttr, tlie earth, die sea; 
By thee the orbs celeadal shinc» 

And eherubs live by thee. 

Rieh ID tbine own essential 8tore« 
Thou €alt*st fbrth worlds at will; 
Ten thousand, and te* thoasaiid more 
Would hear tbj snmnsoiis itUl. 

What treasure wik thou then confess. 

And thine own portion call? 
What by peculiar right possess, 
^ Imperial Lord of alt? 

/Thine Israel thou wilt stoop to claim, 

-Wilt mark them out for thine; 
Ten thousand praises to thy name 
For goodness so Divine! 

DODDRtDGS . 



d by Google 



46 , OOaPEL TRKASURr. 

No. VIIL 

THE TERRAqUEOUS GLOBE. 

It is not difficult to discern marks of the Divme wis-^ 
dom in the form of the earth, in the distribution of it 
into land and water, and in the variety of its component 
parts. 

The spherical form of the earth renders it capable 
of containing a greater number of inhabitants than it 
possibly could if it had been of. the same bulk., and of 
any other shape* It is also more convenient for the 
diffusion of light, as its return is more regular and 
gradual than if the earth had been, as some have ab- 
surdly supposed, a spacious plaiiv This form is better 
adapted to the more general dis^ibution of water. If, 
for example, t;he mass of the^earth was like a cube, or 
any other angular figure, the water, by the laws of 
gravity, would flow to the lowest parts, or those nearest 
the centre; these would be drowned, whilst the rest 
-would be parched with drought. In this case, the mo-»^ 
tion of the wines, would be considerably impeded. We 
know, by experience, whU influence ranges of lofty 
mountains have/ on the winds, though the highest 
mountains bear but a very small proportion to the 
earth's diameter: any considerable angles, therefofe^ 
like what we are supposing, would stop the current of 
the atmosphere, and deprive some parts of the earth of 
^those healthful gales. Another disadvantage would be, 
that a coramimication between the different parts of the 
earth would be very diflicult, and a large portion of it 
hiBt quite Unioiiabitablet. in consequence of its being 
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composed) as it would in this case, of tast motirilal&s. 
Tiiat form of the earth which the |;reat Creator has 
made choice of, is wisely calculated, as much as possi- 
ble, ib obviate these difficulties. At the beginning, Uie 
solid and fluid parts of ^the earth were mingled togeth« 
er, till the voice of the great Creator said, "Let the 
waters be gaUiered together into one place, and let the 
dry land appear;*' and herein appears both the wisdom 
and goodness of God. The water nourishes an Tm- 
mense variety of plants and animals, while the dry land 
supports and feeds as great a variety of them. Millions 
of 'beings exist which could never have been support- 
ed, if this separation had not taken place. -In the dry 
land we discover an amazing variety of parts, as sand, 
gravcfl, stone, clay, &c; on the surface of the earth,* 
soils of different kinds, suited to the production and 
support of the different plants -which grow in it; so that 
in some part of the earth every plant* will grow and 
flourish. The utmost industry of man can penetrate 
but a little way into the interral parts of the earth; as 
Ux as we can reach, it is found to be composed of dis- 
similar strata, or layers, lying one upon another, usually^ 
in an inclined position. These strata consist of earths 
of various kinds, metals, minerals, &c. Nor let the 
miner grudge the fatigue of digging into the bowels of 
the earth for the minerals he raises there, when it is 
considered, that if coal or t)re lay on the surface of the 
earth, instead of mould, it would be barren and unfruit- 
ful. Were our fields covered with gold dust, they 
would not bring forth those vegetables which supply 
the Wants of man and beast, and without which both 
would perish. The knowledge of the original forma- 
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tion of the earth, and by what means the materials bi 
which it consists were disposed in their present order^ 
has exercised the ingenuity of philosophers in all ages* 
Various and opposite have been their theories, and 
each of them clogged with difiiculties. Whether the 
different combinations were by the actixm of gravity, or 
by any other means, w)D have it not in our power to 
determine, nor will our speculations on the subject be . 
probably attended with much benefit. ^^It is impossi* 
ble," says a judicious author, "to shew how, by any 
natural means, matter could put itself in the order in 
which we now see it."* The word of God say^ "He 
spake, and it was done; he commanded, and it stood - 
fast." • With this declaration the Christian Philosopher 
should be satisfied. Indeed, there seems in every 
branch of knowledge, natural as well as religious, a 
certain point, of which it may be said, " Thus iar shah 
thou go, and no fiuthen" but vain man would be wise; 
and aiming higher than God permits, he sinks into ab- 
solute folly: like the fabled Icarus, who, seeking to rise 
in the air on his waxen wings, melted them in the heat 
of the sun, and fell into the depths of the ocean. Of 
this absurdity there cannot be a stronger instance than 
the conclusion of Sir W. Hamilton, from certain ap- 
pearances of the lava of Vesuvius, that the scriptural 
account of the creation of the world is not to be relied 
on. Let the follies into which men of the finest minds 
have been betrayed, teac^ us humility and simplicity 
in the pursuit of truth; and let us be content to admire 
and adore where we cannot penetrate. 

• Enc) clop. Britatmiosj p. 2C2. voL vi. 
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O, reader! forget not tkat the earth, on whose sur- 
face you now tread, and which furnishes you with the 
food you cat, must soon be your resting-place: hs bow- 
els will coiatain 3rour dust, with the dust of millions. 
There is a grave waiting for you: nor need you fear to 
l>e laklin it, trusting in his righteousness, whose sacred 
hqdy^ though now seated on a throne, once inhabited 
the grave) who died for our redemption, and rose again 
£»r our justification. 

" Follow Christ, an^ all is paid; 

His death your peace insures; 
TlHnk OQ the graye where he was laid, 

Aa<l ealn <lt;»«e]Hl to jaucs^*' 

COWPEE. 



No. 1%. 



THE SBA. 



The sea is supposed to cover a part of the surface of 
the earth which equals, if not exceeds, the dry land. In 
the existence of this vast body of water we may discov- 
er the same proofs of Divine wisdom, and the same de- 
signs of general utility which appear in the other parts 
of the creation. "O Lord, how manifold are thy works! 
in wisdom hast thou made them all: the earth is full of 
thy riches, so is this great and wide sea, wherein arc 
things creeping innumerable, both small and great."* 
Naturalists have taken great pains to inform themselves 
of the varieties which prevail amongst the inhabitants of 

• TmAm civ. «4| «5. 
Vol. IV. 5 n ^ 
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the deep: more than 6000 different speeies of fish h«»e 
been discorered; but Mr. Ray imagines that we ai^ not 
acquainted widi half the kinds which reaUy exist. Of 
some species of fish the number seems almo^iafibitAl 
For ages past, how many of the human race have 'beeai 
supplied with food fnsm the s^itfid yet it» YieheB-seem* 
unexhausted. Everyiieasoncertainldndaof ^di, wip^ 
chards, macliarel,=herritigs, See. tMt the shores of ow 
highly favored land in im«iense shoals; andithough -miii^ 
ions of each species are annually taken, there is no dse&» 
ciencyl That this miglit never happ^i, the goodn^isof 
€kHl hath rendcared tiie fkiny^tibes peouliarlf fnaitfal. 
Mr. Harmer, who pursued ^lisiftvestigatioai with pecu« 
liar attention and accuracy^ found in the spawn of a her* 
rin^ 36,960 e^gs; in Ui6xn«ckarel^46»6Bl; m the cod 
3,686,760.* 

While the sea, by means of tts.innumerable itihab- 
itant»> alfoffdalood to manin^ne part of the earth, wheri^ 
there is a deficiency ^ wood it also supplies him wiA 
^el. We are told by Mr. Craatz, in his Hisunyof 
Greenland, <^lmt as the great Founder of nature has 
denied this frigid rock-region tiie growth of traes, he 
hath bid the streams of the ocean toconvey to its shores 
a great deal of wood, which accordingly comes Boatings 
tiiither, and lodges itself between the islands. Were it 
not for this, the Europeans should have no wood to 
bum; and the poor Greenlanders (who, it is true^ do not 
^se wood but trsin-oil for burning) would however, have 
no wood to roof their houses, to erect their t^ts^ to 
J^uild their boats^^^oid shaft their arrows, by wliich tfaey 

• GhAmber8*A Oictioasiy , srtMjle FfcWuUiy qf Fishet. 
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nmst prdctirt theb maintenance."* It is difficult to de- 
cide where this timber grows; but wherever it may.be 
produced, its andval in this dismal part of the earth is 
asi astoni^iifig proof of tht care of our Father who is in 
kaaifen^ overt the humblest of his children on earth. 

Aau>thier important purpose answered by the sea, is 
Ae. mpptly of the clouds with vapor. According to the 
calculatkxis of Dr. Halley, every ten square inches of 
water yields, in summery between the done of sun-rise 
and sun-se V a cuUic inch of waters every square mile, 
69 14, tons.t Thus the water poured into the sea by the 
rivers, ascends to the clouds in the Ibrm of vapor, and 
those clouds being conveyed over land by the wind 
(which nmeh more f^eqaentlf blows fmm the sea, than 
hi a contrary ^eodoh) rcftunis'to the «ar^ in form of 
rain. 

By tneans of the sea, ttose who are skilled in the 
art of navigation, ate sltAe to keep up a comsnunioation 
between distant countries; the blessings of comimerce 
are thus extended, eoid the knowledge of the glorioui 
gospel communicated to **the isles afer off.*' 

The constant nK>don of the sea, produced by the 
tides, is a curious phenoi»enoii. The tides are oeca- 
noaed by the effect of the attraction of the sun and moon 
upon the waters of the sea: the solid part of the globe 
remains unaffected^ but the fluid parts assume a sphe-r 
rcndal or oval figure^ the longest diameter being in the 
direction of the niocm. When the sun and moon act to- 
gether, they occasion &pring*tkles, which happen once 
a fortnight: when they coimteract each other's attrac- 

• Crantz's Histoiy of Greenland, volume i. p. 37, 
t SeeCbamben's Dietionary, artidc Vapor. 
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^on, neap-tides take place, which also happeik mntt « 
£drtmght. 

Yet Dotwkhflt^ii4ing the perpetual motion of the 
tea, and the vioket agitation produced on its surface bf 
Ihe windS) the waters never pass^ their boundsl ^^The 
waters are in the place which thou, O God, hast pre- 
pared for thenu thou hast set a bound, that the^^ xaaj not 
pass over." 

"There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked;. 
Uiey are like the troubled sea that continually casteth 
up its own mire and dirt."* No simile can possibly, 
express with greater force, the perpetual agitation pror 
duced by a guilty conscience, and the terrifying appear- 
aQces which often arise from the violent enmity of sin- 
ners against the interests of Sion. But there is One 
who is able to set bounds to those mighty waves, and ta 

' say to them, "Thus far shalt thou come, and j:i^ farther.** 
H^ who once said, "Peace! be still," and in an instant 
calmed "the roaring tide," can with equal ease restr«ili 
the madness of the people. Let the heathen rage, let 
the princes take counsel together: he that sitteth.il^ th<^ 

.heavens shall laugh; the Most. High shall have them in 
derision* The proudest enemy of Clirist on the face of 
the earth, or in the caverns of hell, is fast bound in n 
ehain, and cannot move beyond its lengths The Israel* 
ites trembled on the banks of the Rod Sea, ai^ .were 
afraid they should not escape, the. sword of the enraged 
Egyptians: but when Israel, agreeably to the Divine 
command, moved forward, "the wafters saw t^e, - O 
God! the watei's saw thee," and fled at thy coming. Se 

• Psalm cir. «. 
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it hath often been with the spiritual Israel in the much 
dreaded hour of severe conflict; when they have thought 
they should perish by the hand of their enemy, they 
have gone forward; and the waves of trouble which at 
a distance seemed a mountain hi^h, and threatened to 
overwhelm them, have, through Divine interposition, 
died away at their feet. 



No. X. 

MOUNTAINS. 

Thosb vast elevations of the earth which we call moun- 
tains, may be considered as of two kinds; the former of 
which, from their magnitude and structure, appear %o 
have existed from the earliest times, and were perhaps 
fonned when the earth itself was created; and the latter 
have since been produced by the genei'al deluge, or 
partial inundations of water, or the eruption of subter-i 
raneouB fires. The first class may be called Primitive' 
Mountains: they are usually pyramidical in shape, 
crowned with nharp and prominent rocks, their eleva- 
tion sudden, and their ascent steep and difficult. In 
some places they appear like a great wall 600 or 700 
feet high; in others, enormous rocks hang upon the 
brow of the precipices, and threaten destruction to the 
traveller bekiw. Their tops are perpetually covered 
with SBOW^ and surrounded with floating clouds. The 
pfimhive mountains are connected in vast chains, which 
succeed one another for several hundred leagues. Each 
* Vol.. IV. * 5 
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chain has collateral ramifications in Tarious directkmsy 
which gradually diminish in their height in proportion 
to their distance from the principal chain, which usual- 
ly runs from north to south; as the Cordilleras aiMl the 
Pyrenees; or from east to west; as the Alps and moun* 
tains of Thibet. The highest mountains are generally 
found between or near the tropics, and in the middle of 
the temperate zones. Mount Blanc is the loftiest 
mountain which has ever been measured in Europe^ 
Africa, or Asi^ and was found by M. dc Saussure to be 
2426 toises (or fathoms) above the Mediterranean seat 
St. Gothard, in Switzerland, is 1500 toises; St. Bernard 
1274; Snowden, the loftiest in Wales, is caily 1240 
yards; the peak of TenerifTe is 1900 toises. But the 
mountains of Soi^th America exceed all others in height 
Pinchincha being 2436 toises; Sangai 2680; Cagam- 
l»eoreon, situated under the Line, 3030; Chimboraco 
(or Cijnboraso) 3220 above the level of the sea. The 
l^t mentioned mountain, which is in Peru, is probably 
the highest in the world. The extreme cold, which is 
experienced by those who have ascended them, near 
the top of lofty mountains, is a very curious phenon^ 
cnon. A traveller over the Alps genetally experiences, 
even in summer, the four seasons of the year; and even 
within the tropics, it is found that at the height of 2434 
toises the snow is perpetual; so that whilst the people 
who dwell at the feet of those mountains are scorched 
^ith the heat of a vertical sun, all the horrors of win- 
ter, as it is felt in the polar regions, reign at the top. 
The diminution of heat is supposed to be owing to the 
decrease in the density of the atmosphere, which al- 
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ways becomes legs and less the more we are elevateil 
above the sur&ce of the earth. 

. Momxtaius of the second class are less lofty, more 
easy of access^ and have fewer springs; nor are they 
found, like the primitive mountains, in chains of such 
vast extent The most remarkable one of this kind is 
what is called the Needle Mountain^ m Dauphiny. It 
is a vast hill, placed, as it were, bottom upwards, or set 
on its summit on the earth with its broad base elevated 
in the air; it is about 1000 paces in circumference at 
the bottom, and above 2000 at the top. On the centre 
of the plain, at the top, stands another very high hill. 
A few years since, some hardy persons ventured to 
climb it, and found at the top a number of ChamoiS) 
animals not at all qualified for climbing. It is probable 
they had been bred there for many ages, though it is 
diflBcull to account for their first getting to the place. 
It has been rashly said, "That the mountains are ex- 
amples of ruin and confusion, deformities on the face 
of nature, and are not referrable to any design." Some 
judicious writers have abundantly shewn the folly and 
profaneness of this assertion,* and proved that these 
stupendous monuments of the Creatoi^'s power, are not 
useless loads upon the earth. The chains of primitive 
mountains, like so many ,belts in different directions, 
bind round thp earth, and give to its parts a greater 
degree of solidity. By their position and elevation they 
contribute to prodifire that variety which prevails 
amongst the winds. The spaces which separate the 
tops of mountains, are so many basons which receive 

• See Derhara's Physico Tbeolog}', book iii. chap. ir. and Ray on 
the Wudom of God, S16-.-990. 
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the vapors and clouds when condensed into rain by th45 
cioldness of those regions; and hence innumerable 
streams and rirers derive their snpply of water. The 
litountaiDS afford a retreat to many animals which fre- 
quent them; **the highest hills are refuges fer the 
wild goats, and the rocks for tiie conies:" they also 
serve for the production of a variety of vegetablery 
which, are no where else to be found: the most Impor* 
tant medicinal herbs, and the most luxuriant species of 
most genera of plants, are natives of the mountains. 
So far from deforming the face of nature, they add to 
its beauty, by affording a pleasing variety of hills and 
vallies, and exhibiting from their tops the most deli- 
cious prospects. The sight of one of the. primitive 
mountains, by its enormous bulk, "cloud-capt towers," 
thundering cascades, and frightful jfrecipices, must 
naturally inspire the mind with awe and terror, and im- 
press the heart with a sense of his greatness, **who 
weigheth the mountains in scales, and the hills in a 
balance!" Vast as those bodies are, when compared 
' witli the most mighty works of man, Jehovah looketh 
•n the mountains and they tremble; " He approacheth 
them, and they fall down at his presence." 

Time is every hour committing gradual, but con- 
stant, depredadons on those surprising monuments of 
Almighty Power. The torrents are continually wash- 
ing down their sides immense quantities of soil; so that 
the whole tract of country situated along the northern 
chain of the Pyrenees is covered with earth brought 
down from the mountains in this manner; at otheir 
times huge fragments, frequently larger than a house, 
loosened from the summit by frosts^ or rains^ or struck 
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4own by lightning, are seen tumbling down the steep 
^Ith a noise louder than thunder. Time is, therefore, 
Qioif waBting to reduce every mountain to a plain. The 
surface of the globe is thus in a state of perpetual 
change, s^d even its most solid parts are liable to decay. 
What an instructive lesson does this afford on the van- 
ity of all pur creature comforts, and how should it 
teach us to set our affecjtions on the things which are 
above! 

•To things iramortat, time can do no wrong. 

And thiKt wluch nerer is to ^e^ fbr e?er must be yoang.'* 

CaWLKY. 

The consolations of the gospel never fail, the love 
of Christ is a well-spring that ever flows. "The 
mountains shall depart and the hills be removed, but 
my kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall 
the covenant of my peace be removed, suith the Lord 
that hath mercy on thee."* 



No. XL 

VOLCAKOES. 

One of the most remarkable phenomena in nature is 
the Volcano, or burning mountain which emits flames, 
ashes, stones, liquid sulphur, melted metals, and other 
substances, with surprising force. In Europe there 
are five burning mountains: -^tna in Sicily, Vesuvius 
Bear Naples, Stromboli in the Islands of the Lipari, 

* Ju. Uf. le. 
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Hetia in Iceland, and Chimera m Greece. They are 
to be found in other quarters of .the globe; hut t^ttmotit 
numerous in America. Of the European Volcanoes, 
JEtna is the most considerable; fire and smoke are con- 
tinually discharged from its top; but it rages at timeir 
with peculiar violence. In 16^69 an extraordinary crup« 
tion happened, of which the following account is given 
in the Philosophical Transactions.*-— 

"It was preceded by a dark thick sky, thundfer atid 
lightning, and frequent concussions of the earth. At 
length a stream or river of melted metals, rendered 
liquid by the fierceness of the fire, boiled up, and gush- 
ed forth like water at the head of a great river. When 
this torrent met with a bank, or any building, stt^ng 
enough to resist its progress, it increased in depth tflt 
it flowed over it, forming a fiery cascade. Its breadth 
was about three miles, and its length seventeen. In its' 
course, this tremendous inundation overwhelmed 14 
towns and villages; and destroyed the habitatioils o£ 
27,000 persons. Its' progress was at the rate of a fur- 
long each day; and it continued to flow from the 1 1th of 
Mar9h to the 4th of May, during which time neither 
sun nor stars appeared; and the noise produced by 
the eruption was heard at the distance of 60 miles. 
After it had ceased, the melted metals cooled and be- 
came a solid mass of lava, as it is called, which com- 
pletely changed the face of the country; nor could any 
trace of the towns above mentioned be found, except 
the church of one of them, which, happening to stand 
on a little eminence, escaped the fiery deluge.* After 

• Lowthorp'i Ahridgf. of te Plul IVttMk vol ii, p. SSf. 
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tbe lupst of a cent»ry, Sir WiUkm Hamilton visited 
tbii^ »pDt9 and oh^rved thdX a ^)a£e of country) of four- 
teen mi{es inl^nigpfi) and six in breadth, was still desti- 
tute of any signs of veg^^ation. The crater, or opening; 
at the top of the mountain, through which the stream^ 
made its way ? iqppeared about two miles and a half in 
^cumference. 

In 1779 Sir William was witness to a tremendous 
eruption of Vesuvius, in which he informs us, a vast 
quantity of red hot liquid lava was emitted, which ran 
with violence four miles from the'place where it was 
discharged; at the sam^e dme, a fountaifi of this liquid 
transparent fire, mixed with stones and scoriee, began 
to rise, and, gradually increasing, arrived at a height 
not less than three times that of the mountain, forming 
a column of fire at least 10,000 feet in height, and two 
Bulea and a half in width, whlph cast a prodigious heat 
&r a distant of at least six miles; a cloud of black 
. «nolLe accpmpiuiied the lava, in which were seen strong 
and vivid, fiashes of ligbtning continually issuing from 
the fiery pillar, and returning ba^k to it. Volcanic 
ashes were discharged to the distance of 100 miles;^ 
and the number and sis^ of some of the stones or frag- 
ments of rocks which were thrown up are almost in- 
credible. The largest was in circumference no less 
than 108 feet, and in height 17: it was a solid rock, and 
thrown at least a quarter of a mile clear of the volcano. 
Another grand eruption occurred in Aug. 1805. 

NearChiarimalayin South America, are two -moun- 
tains; the one called the Volcano of Fire, the other of 
Water; out of the first, huge pieces of rocks are fre- 
quently hurkdf like bombs out of a mortar; and a per- 
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son may with caftc during th« nig ht^ read by the light 
•f its fiames at the distance of three miles. Froln tto 
•ther mountain vast quantities of water are continually 
thrown up. The remains of volcanoes have been dis- 
covered in the inland parts of most countries when 
these mountains have ceased to bum: the crater some- 
times falls in and is defaced; at other times it is filled 
with water and forms a lake. - The immense masses of 
lava ejected by volcanoes are many years in cooling; 
and a much longer period is required before the sur- 
face of the lava is decomposed and covered with mould, 
so as to answer the purposes of vegetation. 

Destructive as the explosions of these burning 
mountains are, "their existence may be considered," 
says Dr. Woodward, "as a special favor of divine Prov- 
idence, as they serve as a kind of spircules, or tunnels, 
to vent the subterraneous heat and vapors, which, if 
pent up, would make much more dreadful havoc 
by convulsions and earthquakes. There is scarcely 
any country much annoyed with earthquakes but has 
one of these fiery vents, which is constantly observed 
to be all in flames whenever an earthquake happens; 
by which means that fire is disgorged which was the 
cause of the disaster; and there are not wanting in- 
stances of countries which have been wholly freed from 
them by the eruption of a new volcano." 

Could the reader behold Vesuvius or JEtnain fiames, 
he would probably be able to form a lively idea of the 
tremendous scene which was exhibited when Jehovah 
gave his fiery law from Sinai: when "the sight of th^ 
glory of the Lord was like a devouring flame in the 
eyes of the children of Israel." But it may fall to the 
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lot of few, perhaps none, who read this paper, to see an 
erupdon of either of these mountsdns. "Every eye" 
will, howerer, one day, witness a sight much more aw- 
ful; as much so as the rumbling of the mountain before 
it bursts, is louder than the whispering wind; and the 
firey column more terrible in its brightness than the 
dancing meteor: "when every mountain shall smoke, 
and every hill be moved." 

Amazing period, when eaeh moantain's height 

Outburiu Vesayius! Roeks eternal pour 

Their melted mass as Hxers onee they poured! 

Stars rush, and final ruin fiercely drives 

Her ploughshares o*er creation! 

Young. 

V 

Then shall "the heavens pass away with a greatnoise, 
and the elements shall melt with fervent heat; the earth 
also and the works that are therein shall be burnt up.'** 
There is, however, one Mountain which sends forth no 
flame; one Rock which cannot be moved, and "that rock 
is Christ." The real Christian, united by faith to him, 
looks down as from an eminence, where he stands in 
security op the wreck of nature. In that dreadful, in 
that delightful hour, lift up your h^ads "O ye saints, for 
your redemption draweth nigh;" ye shall then receive 
the gracious recompense of all your toil, arid enter on 
the possession of all you have ever wished or desired. 
In the mean, time, "Seeing you look for such things, be 
diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without 
spot aAd blameless."t 

• 2 Peter iii. 10. t ^ Peter iiii 14. 

Vox.. IV. $ 
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No. XII. 

DEW. 

The dew is defined to be a dense moist vapor, found 
en the earth in spring and summer mornings; being 
collected there chiefly while the sun is below the hori- 
zon. Some philosophers have maintaiued, that the dew 
is formed from the vapors ascending from the earth 
during the night; and others, from the descent of4hose 
vapors which have been raised during the day. The 
former seems the most probable opinion; when, by the 
setting of the sunr the atmosphere begins to cool, the 
earth parts with its heat, or caloriqucy to restore the 
equilibrium, which, uniting itself to water, ascends in 
the form of vapor. Hence, in wai*m weather and in hot 
climates, we find the most dew; but in cloudy weather, 
or when the earth receives but Uttle heat from the 
sun^ little or no dew is to be observed. An experi- 
ment of Mr. Dufay, seems to prove that the dew a«- 
cenda. This gentleman placed several large squares 
of glass, like the panes of a window, parallel to the sur- 
face of the earth, and at different distsoices from it 
The lower surface of the lowest piece of glass was first 
wetted, then the upper, then the lower surface of the 
pane next* above it, and so on till all the pieces were 
w^t. On the i>ther hand, it is said, the same thing is 
observed of rain, which certainly descends from the 
atmosphere. If the motion of the dew be occasioned 
by the motion of the calorigue^ as we have suppdsed, it 
will account for it some times rising, and at other times 
descending. When the atmosphere is cooler than the 
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earth) the heat rises from the earth, and with' it the 
dew; and when hotter, as is the case in a morning, the 
heat passes from the atmosphere to the earth, and the 
dew descends^ 

The utility of the dew is obyious, as it serves to 
moisten the surface of the cartii; and when there is tlie 
least isain, and it is most wanted, Providence has ap- 
pointed that it shall be most abundant.. By an experi- 
ment of the Bishop of LlandafF, it appears that, after a 
Tery hot season, not less than 1600 gallons were exhaled 
from one acre in 24 hours.* 

The dew„ in its »lent, powerful, and beneficial 
effects, affords a lively representation of the influences 
of the Spirit of God. "I will be as the dew unto Israel, 
eaith the Lord.'* No noise like <<the sound of rain, or 
-tbe rattbng haU^aiiends the descent of the dew; but in 
Bileiioe, whea the eyes of m:en are closed in sleep, it 
falls ^xd i«freshes the earth:" so ^e kingdom of God 
jcometh not with observation. Men often affect pomp 
^d dis|>iay in their works; but Jesus did ^not cry, nor 
cau^e his voice to be heard in the streets.'* 

When the times of refreshing from the presence 
4^ the Lord were come, he passed by the mighty, and 
j^e BoMe^ and commissioned fishermen and tent-makers 
to publish his gospel, and, by the foolishness of preach- 
ing to save them that believe: and still ^ve see the gos- 
pel making its progress in a way but little observed by 
men. A faithful minister drivers his message: the 
greater part of his hearers, perhaps, pay little or no at- 
tention; when, on some unnoticed individual in the 
assembly, the Spirit descends like the dew on Gideon's 

• Watson's Chemistry, vol. iii. p. 56. 
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fleece, <^while all is drought around." None knows 
how he sorrows after a godly sort: what indignation 
against sin, what fear of the Divine displeasure, and 
what vehement desire of the Divine favor may agitate 
his mind! He who is the instrument,, in the hand of 
God, in producing this change, possibly may never 
hear of his own success: but these influences, though 
unobserved, are very powerful. It would be as easy 
to prevent tbo dew falling on the* earth, as to prevent 
their^fiicacyl Such a man may be treated as an object 
of contempt: he may be persecuted as well as despised. 
The world may take from him his good name, his 
honor, his wealth, yea, even his life; but no man ' can 
take from him that which Ciod hath given, or stop the 
progress of the work of grace in his heart. He shall 
be fruitful in the ways of God: "he shall grow as the 
lily, and cast forth his roots as Lebanon; his branch 
shall spread, and his beauty shall be as the olive/' So 
beneficial are the influences of the Spirit of God, that 
he who is the subject of them is a blessing to all around 
him; and so essential to the spiritual life, that when 
they are withheld, prayer is a burden, love grows cold, 
faith becomes feeble, and every grace languishes, like 
the vegetable productions of the earth when deprived 
of the refreshing dew. 



No. XIII. 

ON LIGHT. 



LioHT, in the common acceptation of the term, is that in- 
visible etherial matter* which makeii objects percejrtible 
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ta ihe eye. By some philosophers light is supposed to 
be a fluid, present at all times, but which must be put 
in motion, in order to excite the sensation of seeing: 
The followers of Sir Isaac Newton, on the contrary, 
msdntain, That it consists of small particles of matter, 
emitted (or, rather reflected) from the luminous body; 
and which produce this sensation when they strike the 
retina. It is however certain, that rays of light consist 
of particles of matter, for they may be attracted or re- 
pelled (a beam of light passing by the edge of a razor 
wH be turned out of its course;) and that these rays 
move with such surprising velocity, that a particle of 
light passes from the sun to the; earth (a distance of 
90,000,000 of miles) that is, at the rate of 197,916 miles 
In a second. Yet Hb who in wisdom hath made all 
things, hath ordained that the particles of light should 
be so extremely minute, that, notwithstanding the amaz- 
ing force which their velocity gives them, they strike 
the eye without occasioning any degree of pain to that 
delicate organ. <It appears .from calculation, that light. 
moves two million times as fast as a ball shot from a 
i^omon; and, consequently, if the particles ^ light were 
equal in bulk to the two millionth part of a grain of 
sand, we should be no more able to endure their im- 
pulse than that of sand shot point blank from the mouth 
of a cannon.*'^ This is one amongst a thousand other 
proofs, that the one great and gracious Creator <re- 
membereth our frame^ anil considereth that we are but 
dust.' 

* Hic&daon^f lotrodKetion to PkUoMfhy, toL u p. 95U 
Vol. IV. ♦ 6 
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The followmg well known circumstances prove 
the astonishing minuteness of the particles of light: A 
candle may easily be seen in the night at two miles dis- 
tance, even if viewed through a pin-hole in a card: it 
therefore follows, that ev^ry instant there is emiued 
light sufficient to fill a ciixle of four miles in diameter, 
so as to leave no void space of the size of the fiftieth 
part of an inch, or a pin's point* Through a hole 
equally small, by day, may be seen objects which oc- 
cupy almost an entire heimsphere, as the sky, trees, 
houses, &c. Rays of light must, therefore, pass through 
;the aperture, at the same instant, from all these objects, 
and yet there is no confusion^ the visiou being perfe^ctly 
distinct. 

Thus diffusively and rapidly do the rays of light 
issue from the sun to enliven and revive tlie face of 
nature, but far more swift and beneficial thy coming^^ O 
my Savior! thou Great Light of the spiritual world! to 
cherish and support thy suffering saints, agreeably to 
thy promise: ^When they call, I will hear; and while 
they, are yet speaking, I will answer.' On the. wings of 
the morning thou fiiest to the relief of the contrite 
spirit; yea, 

K^ompar'd with the speed of thy iHght^ _ 
The tempest itself lags behind. 
And the swift winged arrow of light.' 



No. XIV. 

THE ETE. 



The Eye is in form nearly globular; it c<»teists of three 
coats and thi*ee humors. Fig. 1. r^iresent^ the section 
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of an eye cut horizontally across the middle. The exy 
temal coat which is represented by the outer circle, 





A B C D, is called the Sclerotica; the front part, B £ C, 
which rather projects, is called the Cornea, The next 
coat, which is represented by the second circle, is call* 
ed the Choroides. In the front of thii coat is an ^per*- 
ture, a b, through which the rays of light pass into the 
eye: it is called the FufiiL That part of-the ChoroidcB 
which, surrounds the pupil, and which in some persons 
is blue, in others brown or almost black, is called the 
Iris (see ache, fig. 2, which represents a front view 
of the eye.) The Iria may be enlarged or diminished: 
this is effected by means of two sets of muscular fibres; 
the one like a number of circles of different sizes plac- 
ed within each other, so as to have one common centre 
in the middle of the pupil: the qther set of fibres ap- 
pear like lines drawn from that centre to the circum- 
ference of the largest circle, and are called Radial 
Fibres. When too strong a light shines upon the eye, 
the circular fibres contract and diminish the pupil, by 
which a less number of rays are admitted. When too 
little light is received to perceive the object distinctly! 
the radial-fibres contract; by which the pupil is enlarg- 
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ed, and a eontraty effect produced. Unless the Iris 
possessed this property, the most psdnful effects would 
be produced, by sudden transitions from ja greater to a - 
less degree of light, or the contrary. There are some 
animals who can so contract the pupil, as to admit a 
very tittle light; op enlarge it to such a degree, as to 
take in the faintest rays, and see objects when other 
creatures cannot: a wonderful provision for such as 
seek their prey in the night! 

The third coat is called the Retina^ which spreaiis 
like a network all over the inside of the^ Choroides. 
Immediately under Uie Cornea is a transparent Buid, 
like water, and is called the jiqutou9 Humor; it gives 
a protuberant figure to the Cornea. At the back of this 
is situated the Ckryttaliine humor y d f, in the shape of 
a double convex glass, of the consistence of a very hard 
jelly, and perfectly transparent. It is kept in its place 
ky a fine transparent membrane, which attaches it to 
the circumference of the iris. The rest of the eye, 
Z Z, is filled with thiB Ff/r<foa* humor, which is trans- 
parent, and about the consistence of the white of an 
egg. A is the 0/ific AVrve, whiqh proceeds from the 
eye to the brain. In a future paper we shall describe 
the effect of the different parts of the eye in producing 
«^ht. The wisdom and goodness of the Creator ap- 
pears in the astonishing apparatus of muscles witk 
which the eye is furnished, to produce all ^e necessary 
and cenvenieiit ^motions in the situation where it is 
placed, and in the provision made to preserve this deli- 
cate organ from injury. The eyebrows defend the 
eye from too strong a Hght; the ejrelids act like cur- 
tains to cover and pwjteet.it d^xring sleep j and, when 
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we are awake, they diffuse a fluid over the eye as often 
as we wink, which keeps it clean and well adapte4 for 
transmitting the rays of light; and lest the sight should 
be interrupted by this operation, it is performed in an 
instant; the eye lashes guard the eye from floating dust, 
with which the atmosphere abounds. It is a remarka- 
ble circumstance that fishes, who have tio occasion fof 
a defence against dust or motes in the air, have no eye- 
lids.* Thus, in the works of Jehovah there is nothing 
superfluous, and nothing deficient! and the more mi* 
nutely they are examined, the more evidently will it 
appear <that He is excellent in counsel and wonderful 
in working,' both in the world of nature and of grace I 



No. XV. 

OK VISION. 

In a former paper the different parts of the eye were 
described? we shall now endeavor to point out their uses 
in producing sight. Rays of light issue from all visible 
bodies in every direction; and, when they pass out of a 
rarer into a denser medium, as out of air into water, or 
into glass, they are refracted, or bent out of their course. 
If a ray of light fall» upon water, and a line be drawn 
from the point in which the ray meets the water, per- 
pendicularly to its surface, the ray will be refracted to- 
wards that line. If the surface of the medium be con- 
vex, like that of a reading-glass, it^will be refracted to- 

• Derham'tPhysico-Thcology, p. 110. 
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wank a line drawn from a point where the ray enters 
the glass, to the centre of convexity. So, if two paral- 
lel rays enter such a medium, each ray being refracted 
towards this line, they will meet at a certain point, call- 
ed The Focus. Two diverging rays will be brought 
nearer together, and two converging rays, or rays which 
were tending to the same point, will meet sooner 
than if they had not entered the glass. The effect of 
the rays being thus brought together, will be to produce 
«n image of the object from which the rays proceed at 
the focus of the glass. Thus, if a convex-glass be held 
so as to receive rays from a lighted candle, an inverted 
image of the candle will be formed on a piece of paper, 
placed at the focus of the glass. 

The annexed figure is intended to represent the 
manner in which this effect is produced. R H is a sec- 
tion of a convex glass; C tbe centre of convexity of the 
surface; R B H, C F, C B, and C G, lines drawn from the 
point where the rays enter the glass to the centre of 
convexity; A£ represents a lighted candle. Tbe Mr 
verging rajrs, AF and AO, which issue from ^etop^ 
Ae flame, instead of proceeding in the direction i>f the 
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dotted line, will be refracted towards the lines C F and' 
C G will be brought nearer together, and meet at D* 
In the same manner, E F and E G, which proceed from 
the lower part of the fiame^ will meet at P; and, as the 
rays from the intermediate parts will be collected to a 
point at the same dist-ance, a complete inverted image 
of tlie candle will be formed, which will be larger or 
less than the object, in proportion as the candle is near- 
er to or farther from the glass. It is upon this princi- 
ple that the chry^talline humor produces an image of 
cverjr object we see. The rays of light, entering at the 
fiufiil^ a b, are brought to a focus, and form ah inverted 
representation of the object in the retina. If from the 
back part of a bullock's eye the three coats be remov- 
ed, so as to leave the vitreous humor perfect, and a piece 
of white paper be put against the humor, and the eye in 
this state be held near a lighted candle, an image of the 
candle will be formed on the paper, in the same man- 
ner as in the former experiment, by means of the con- 
vex glass. The use of the cornea^ B E C, is to occa- 
sion the diverging rays to meet in a focus sooner than 
they would if they only passed through the chrystalline 
humor. When the cornea is too convex, the image is 
formed before the rays reach the retina; or, when not 
sufficiently protuberant, the image is formed beyond the 
retina: in either case, the object appears indistinct* 
The former is the case with short-sighted persons, who 
are assisted by concave glasses, which throw the image 
farther back. The latter defect is usually produced by 
age, when the eornea becomes less protuberant, and is 
removed by convex glasses, which bring the image 
nearer the front of the eye. When a distinct image 
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is produced on the retina^ an idea of the object 
is transmitted to the mind, as is conjectured, by 
means of the small nerves of the retina^ which com- 
municate with the brain, through the optic nerve.* 

It is truly astonishing to reflect on the number of 
objects which may be circumstantially pjdnted on the 
retina at one moment, within the compass of a dtsme^ 
without the least confusion. "A stage coach," says Dr, 
Palcy, "travelling at its ordinary rate for half an hour, 
passes, in the eye, only over one twelfth part of an inch, 
yet the change of place is distinctly perceived through- 
out its whole progress."! None less than God could 
contrive, order, and provide an organ as magnificent 
and curious as it is useful and important! But it will be 
of little avail, O reader! to be possessed of natural sight, 
and to be capable of discerning the beauties of nature, 
if the eye of thy mind receives not the light of Divine 
truth, or receives it in so imperfect a way, that its image 
is neither formed on thy heart, nor reflected in thy life! 
The beauties of nature have been in vain explored and 
admired; if the wonders of grace have been neglected, 
you have lived in vain. There is a far nobler object 
for your contemplation: It is He who i* called The Life 
of the world and the Light of men! 

The Saviop'i eoroe, by ancient ba da foretold! 
Hear hira, je deaf! and all ye blipd, behold! 
He from thick films shall purge the visual ray, 
And on the sightless eyeball pour the day! 

• Derhara's Pby8ico.Theology, page 95. 
t Natural 1 heology, page SB, ' 
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No. XVI. 



"an THE VARIETIES OBSERVABLE IN THE EYES OF 
IHFFERENT ANIMALS. 

In two former Essays, the different parts of the eye 

were explained; and their utility in producing sight: 

we propose in the following paper, to point out the 

variations in this curious oi^an in different animals* 

Though the eye is situated in the head of all creatures^ 

yet there are variations in its position, its size, and its 

formation, adapted to their several natures. In man, 

it is so placed as to look forward; but at the same time 

to take in objects on the right hand and the left to a 

considerable extent. In birds, the eyes are situated in 

such a manner as to see nearly all around them, that 

they may the better seek their food, and escape dangei^ 

The eyes of hares are so protuberant, and placed so 

much towards the sides of the head of the animal, that 

they c^ see_best behind them, as their chief security 

is in flight; whereas dogs, who are formed by nature to 

pursue their prey, have their eyes situated more for-* 

ward, that they may the better see the object of their 

pursuit. A similar variety is observable in the means 

by w^hich the various motions of the eye are effected. 

In the huinan species, a curious set of muscles is pro-» 

▼ided for this purpose; and the motion of the head 

enables the eye to commaijd a variety of objects; but 

where these muscles are wanting, either for moving - 

the eye or the head, the wisdom of the Creator hath, 

by some other means, supplied the deficiency. The 

meanest and most loathsome reptile is not suffered tdf 

Vol,. IV* r 
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lack the tneans of procuiing food, or of defending itself 
from an enemy. The snail can thrust out her eyes to 
2L distance, Providence having placed them at the ex- 
tremity of four horns, which she can direct as she finds 
most convenient; and the spider, which has no neck, 
is furnished with from four to eight eyes, placed in the 
head so as to see in diiferent directions. Some insects, 
which have not the power of moving the eye, have two 
protuberant hemispheres, each of which contains a vast 
number of eyes. The microscope has demonstrated, 
that a common fly has not less than 4000 eyes in each 
hemisphere; and every eye furnished with a distinct 
pupil, crystalline humor, &c. Other insects, as the 
silk-worm and dragon-fly, have many more.* 

Those animals whose eyes are exposed to the 
greatest danger, are provided with the best means of 
defending this delicate organ. The mole, which has 
to search for its food under ground, has a small eye, 
and deeply fixed in the head, so as to be well protected 
from injury. Other animals are furnished with what 
is called The Mctating Membrane^ which is a kind of 
transparent covering, which may be drawn before the 
eye without preventing the sight; and must be of very- 
great service to birds, to protect the eye when flying 
among branches of trees: and to quadrupeds, who have 
occasion to hold down their heads to reach their food.f 
Other varieties in the formation of the eye are remark- 
able. The pupil of the eye4s round in the human sub- 
ject, which enables us to see in every direction alike; 
fmt quadrupeds of the graminivorous kind, have it 

* See Baker on the Microscope, part ii; chap. 36. 
t Bay on the Wisdom of God, p. 260, 261; 
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homontalJy oblong: by which they can view a larger 
space over the earth; while animals of the cat kind, 
who climb trees, and prey on birds, and animals which 
hide in the ground, have their pupils oblong in the 
contrary way; by which they can look upwards and 
downwards at the same time. Some insects can only 
see objects at a great distance, and make use of their 
feelers to ascertain objects which are near; and others, 
as the common fly, can only see objects which are 
close; and these are most astonishingly magnified. 
Birds and fishes have a power of seeing distinctly, 
either at a distance or near at hand, at pleasure, by 
varying the distance of the crystalline humor from the 
retina. By this means it is, that birds can see their 
food at the end of their bills, or discern it on the ground 
from the heights at which they often fly. This proper* 
ty of the eye is also of great importance to fishes, on 
account of the refracUvc power of the water. 

«0 Lord, how manifold are thy worksl in wisdom 
hast thou made them alll The earth is full of thy 
riches, so is this great and wide sea, wherein are things 
creeping innumerable. These wait all upon thee, that 
thou mayest give them their meat in due season.'* 
Thou, who hast not neglected the spider, that ci^wls 
upon the ceiling, nor the snail that creeps on the 
ground, so that their wants are supplied, and their 
enemies resisted, wilt not, canst not, be unmindful of 
thy covenant people, whom thou hast purchased with 
thy blood. The God of Grace will not be less bounti- 
ful than the God of Nature. O ye of little faith, where- 
fore do ye doubt? 
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The varieties observable in the kingdom of Na- 
ture may illustrate what we perceive in the kingdom 
of Grace: each individual has his * different gifts; and 
these suited to the "fetation he is intended to occupy. 
There are diversities of gifts; but the will is bestowed 
by the same Spirit, "who divideth to every man sever- 
ally as he will." Let not him that hath more knowl- 
edge be puffed up: another perhaps has more zeal or 
more love. The gifts of grace, like those of Provi- 
dence, are often more equally bestowed than we are 
ready to. imagine. Our great concern should be to 
improve our respective talents, to the glory of our 
great Master, that in the day of reckoning we may not 
be found wanting. 



THE NEW PLANET. 

We have Been his star in the Eaat^ and are come to wor^ 
shifi ^/m J Matt. ii. 2. 

Lately spending an evening with nty esteemed friend 
Eusebius, a gentleman, \vhom I will call Buphemius,^ 
took occasion to remark on the recent discovery of a 
new planet, by Piazzi, in Sicily, and called by him the 
Ceres Ferdtnandezj about half the size of our moon, and 
performing its revolution round the sun in aboi^ four 
and a half of our years. He added, that he had just, 
read, in a celebrated Philosophical Journal, of another 
planet, of still smaller dimensions, and equally slow in 
its celestial progress, which had been called the Pallaa. 
Both these, he observed, had been called Asteriodsi 
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«nd, from their having so long escaped the acute eye 
of the astronomer, he supposed it very probable, that 
our system might contain more, perhaps, even many 
more such little planets, to reward, by their discovery^ 
the research of future philosophers. 

The company heard this intelligence with much^ 
attention: and Benevotusy who was present, endeavored 
to give a moral improvement to the subject, which was 
worthy of his character. 

Benevolus^, How ju«t is the observation of the 
venerable patriarch Job, "Lol these are parts of his 
ways!'* for-when we have pushed our inquiries to the 
utmost, how little do we know of the immense works 
of the Supreme Being! and how infinitely distant are 
we from penetrating into his presence who dwells in 
light inaccessible, and is concealed from us by the 
splendor of his glory! 

EuaebiuB- True, Sir; but we cannot worship an 
unknown God. I wish this star might be like that 
which the Magi saw, and which led them to the place 
where Jesus was!- I long to contemplate the works of 
nature as well as grace through a Mediator, and to 
crown the head of my adorable Redeemer with rays of ■ 
glory, drawn from all the discoveries of philosophy and 
science. 

Benev. But I fear. Sir, you cariT* matters too far; 
and that, in ascribing these honors to the Son of Man, 
you derogate from those of the Supreme Being, who is 
his God and Father as well as ours. 

JEuaeb. No fear at all, Sir. This is the Man 
whom God "delighteth to honor;" to whom he com- 
mands the worship of men, and the adoration of angejts. 
Vol. IV. *T ^ , 
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Benev. O, Sir, but you know those words are 
sometimes taken in a very lax sense in Scripture; and 
'must not be appUed to Jesus in the same swise as to 
the Supreme Cf-eator. 

Bused. Indeed, Bene^olus, I know of no Creator 
aboTe him, or beside hiin: "All things were made by 
him, and for him; and without him was not any thing 
made that is made/* 

Btnev. That, I confess, is Scripture language; 
but, I conceive, it requires much qualification in the 
interpretation. Without entering, however, into con- 
troversy on this point, permit me to ask. Do you not 
think, by thus referring all the glories of nature and of 
grace to our Savior, you slight the divine Father, and 
are in danger of offending him by ascribing every thing 
to the S,on. 

[Eusebius here entered aomemohat at length into the ob- 
jection; andj by the foUowing annvery closed the con* 
nervation on this subject J] 

Euaeb. God forbid that I should derogate from 
tl^ glory of th^ Father or of the Holy Spirit. Most as- 
suredly I cannot do this by honoring the Son; because- 
the Father considers himself as peculiarly honored by^ 
this conduct: and here I will venture to state to yon^ 
what has often struck me in reading the Scriptures, 
especially the New Testament, namely, that thep ap- 
pears, in God himself a peculiar anxiety, if I may so 
speak, to exalt on all occasions the divine Redeemer; » 
disposition not only different from, but even opposite 
to, that cautious tamper which endeavors, by criticism 
and by carnal reason^ to sl^lp hiia of his glories. And: 
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I take the case to stand thus: Neither, in the plan of 
nature or grace, does the divine Father eter appear in 
aa inferior character to that of Deity Supreme. 



-fall orVd 



Id his whole round of attributes complete." 

But it is otherwise with the Son; he humbled him- 
self, he made himself nothing, and of no reputation; he 
was despised and rejected of men. Several things in 
the scheme of redempticm appear, therefore, planned 
on purpose tp counteract this, and to secure a due rev- 
enue of glory to the Son of God, as well as to reward 
the meritorious sufferings of the Son of Man. Let me 
be permitted to state a few of them. 

1. In his incarnation. God, in human nature, 
appears a mystery, dazzling to the faith of angels. 
When he bringeth his first begotten into the world, 
they are therefore assembled around his cradle, by that 
cbminand, <*Let all the angels of God worship himl**' 
And was it not at this time they appeared to the shep- 
herds? and (O! could a mortal eye have traced them!) 
no sooner had they paid their homage to their Infant 
Lord, thaii they fly, with harps still in their hands, and 
perhaps the same song upon their lips, to announce the 
joyfiil tidings to the Jewish shepherds. 

2. In his ministry. It might have well suited 
the modesty of the Savior's character to have spoken^ 
like the prophets his forerunners, and the apostles his 
successors, always in the Father^s name. But, as some 
counterbalance to the meanness of his appearance, he 
^eaks with the authority of a God: and lo! "even the 
winds and the seas obey himl** Not only doth he work 
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miracles, but he forgives sins in his own name, with a 
"Verily, I say unto thee I" And wherefore "hath the 
Son of Man power upon earth tojbrgive sins?" Un- 
doubtedly to prove the divinity of his character; for 
**Who can forgive sins but God only?" 

3. In his resurrection and ascension. This waS 
an angelic festival. The chariots of God were all as- 
sembled, as at Sinai, "The morning stars sang together;. 
and all the sons of God shouted for joyl" And whence 
this public exhibition of his glory? That his disciples 
might be well assured that he was received up to his 
former glories, "where he was before." 

4. In his mission of the Holy Spirit. Why was- 
he to be sent by Jesus? Why take of the things of Jesus? 
Was it not to aggrandize the character of the Son o£ 
God? 

5. In his exaltation at the right hand of God. 
Because he humbled himself to death, even the death 
of the cross, therefore hath God exalted him, "that at 
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, and every 
tongue confess!" 

Lastly, In his appointment to judge the world- 
For this we have the most express authority: "The 
Father judgeth no man; but hath committed all judg- 
ment to the Son;" for this very end, "That all men 
should honor the Son, even as they honor the Father. 
He that honoreth not the Son, honoreth not the Father.**^ 
Thus hath God provided for the honor of his Son; and 
seems in nothing to be so well pleased as in his being, 
the universal object of love and adoration. 

And permit me to add, that the New Testament 
writers themselves, appear to be actuated by the same 
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spirit; and especially the apostle Paul, who seems to 
delight on all occasions to introduce, and even to reite- 
rate, the name of Christ: and seldom does he quote a 
passage from the Old Testament which speaks of Deity 
and his attributes, but he immediately applies it to his 
beloved Master. See, for instance, his Epistle to the 
Hebrews. St. Peter uses a style which, in any unin- 
spired writer, would have been called Cant; for he 
speaks of his name, his person, his blood, his promises^ 
as all /ireciou8j exceeding pre'cioiis to the believer; and 
well am I persuaded, that the true and only reason 
which makes the language of inspiration appear too 
bold and presuming is, that we are not filled and ani- 
mated, as the first diBciples were, with the love of Jesus* 
It is true, these terms may be assumed and abused by 
l^rpocrites;' but go to the deathbed of the. triumphant 
Christian, where hypocrisy and cant can have place no 
more; hear the deaa' name of Jesus reverberating on 
his feeble lips,' till the departing spirit takes up the 
dying sound, and flies with it to the realms of glory. 



OBSERVATIONS ON THE STUDY OF NATURE. 

Thou makest the outgoings of the morning and evening 
to rejoice^ Psalm Ixv. 8. 

Christians, it is not a vain exercise to make nature 
and providence your study. You delight, we hope, to 
dwell on the pag6 of inspiration, and by it you are 
directed to consult the volume of nature, and to read in 
it the wonderful works of God. Think not the employ- 
ment below you; it was the delightful exercise of 
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David, the son of Jesse, and king of Israel: a man v/hcf 
might have delighted himself with the ornaments of 
finery, and fared sumptuously every day. He is found 
contemplating the works of God, and admiring those 
beautiful changes in nature as the effect of the Divine 
Hand, which men, in general, totally overlook. "Thou 
makest the outgoings of the morning and evening to 
rejoice.'* Pause here, and learn the propriety and the 
usefulness of David's employment. When light arose 
out of darkness, at the Almighty's command, the an- 
gels, the sons of the mioming,. sang together; man was 
not yet brought into being; and though he beheld not 
the first dawn of light, he no doubt, at first beholding 
the sun, was delighted with that emblem of perfection 
and purity. What a glorious change, when order rose 
out of c(»)fusion,.when light sprang out of darkness^ 
and the sun came forth from the womb of the morning, 
rejoicing as a strong man to run his race! 

The same Almighty Power is unceasingly em- 
ployed in overruling the changes of day and night. 
The operations of the Divine arm were not suspended 
when creation-work was finished. In the heavens he 
set the sun for a sign, and he marks his daily course. 
"Thou makest the outgoings of the morning and even* 
ing to rejoice^" What might not God do unto us for 
all the evil we have done against him? He might hide 
the face of the sky, and spread a thick cloud over it for 
forty days and forty nights, till the bottles of heaven 
were emptied on our guilty world. He might allow 
the sun to rise upon the earth, and smile upon the foot- 
steps of a Lot till he entered his Zoar, and then im- 
pregnate the air with sulphureous particles, collect these 
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m clouds of vengeance, rain them down on our Sodoms 
till the inhabitants were destroyed, and the place of 
their abode turned into a nauseous lake. But how 
different are his ways toward us! When man, having 
rested from his labor, awakes from sleep, he opens his 
eyes to behold— what? The heavens and the earth 
passing away, and the elements melting with fervent 
heat? the Judge clothed in awful majesty, coming to 
take vengeance on the wicked inventions of men? No: 
he beholds the sun looking frona the east, smiling over 
the face of the heavens and the earth, and pouring his 
numberless rays of light into the habitations of thank- 
less man. "He cometh forth as a bridegroom out of his 
chamber, or as a strong man to run his race; his going 
forth is from the end of heaven, and his circuit unto 
the end of it." When he has completed his daily 
round, he gradually drops out of view, and sinks into 
the bosom of night and darkness. But which shall we 
most admire) the glory that attends him in his de- 
cline, or that with which he opens the day? Even after 
he is out of view, the moon and stars which God hath 
ordained, are ready to supply his place, and diminish 
the gloom of night. "Thou makest the outgoings of 
the evening to rejoice.'* 

Think it not beneath your notice to remark these 
daily changes; the more you are thus employed, your 
souls will expand in more exalted conceptions of God. 
These changes are not the effects of chance; they are 
not the result of any uniform principle undirected by 
the Supreme; they are the effects of his power, still 
exercising a providential care over all. He hath given 
forth his law, by which all things move and mutually 
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operate; and he preserves them in their being and me* 
tions. It is the same voice that at first said, ^^Let 
there be light," that every morning bids the sun rise, 
and the shadows of nig^t flee away: and can you see 
the sun shining in his strength, or behold the moon 
walking in brightness, can you witness the beauty of 
the dawn, or of the decline of day, and not be led to 
admire the glory of Him, by whom the heavens were 
made, and light brought into being? ' 

The Psalmist observing the most common changesf 
adores God in all of them. <<Thou makest the outgo* 
ings of the morning and the evening to rejoice: Thou 
visitest the earth, and waterest it: Thou greatly en* 
richest it with the river of God, which is full of water: ' 
Thou prepavest them com, when Thou hast so provid* 
ed for it: Thou waterest the ridges therepf abundant- 
ly: Thou settlest the furrows thereof: Thou makest 
it soft with showers: Thou blessest the springing 
thereof: Thou crownest the year with thy goodness^ 
and thy paths drop fatness!" How worthy of the Chris* 
tian's employment, to observe the same things, and 
lift up his soul to God, who giveth rain and fruitful 
seasons, who empties or restrains the bottles of heaven 
> at his pleasure! Unless God visit the earth, and water 
it, making it soft with showers, the most fertile soil 
would remain barren; it would soon be beyond the 
power of man to cultivate. By the frosty incrustations 
of winter, and the parching heat of summer, it would 
become as iron under our feet; but that Wisdom which 
overruleth all things, so orders heat and cold, light and 
darkness, moisture and drought, that, in the proper 
season^ the eartJa can be opened with the ploughshare^ 
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wd the grsdn committed into the furrow with safety. 
These, ye thankless sons of men, and careless ob- 
servers of the works of God, these are the fruits of 
that, indulgent bounty -and patience, which, notwith- 
standing your evil hearts, still wait to do you good. 
The clouds move not at random, nor are tossed to and 
fro in our atmosphere without design; the hand of God 
disposes them for the refreshment of the earth, and 
watering it when it is weary; and if they distil not the 
rain in plenty, they restore through the night, the ex- 
halations of the day, and sprinkle the surface of the 
earth with drops of dew. The softening influence of 
the rain in mouldering down the clods of the valley, 
and filling up every opening in the soil, that a noxious 
vapor may not hurt the tender seed in the moment of 
vegetation^was not unworthy of David's notice: *'Thou 
makest it soft with showers, thou blessest the springing 
thereof." £oast not, O man, that you have filled the 
bosom of your farm with plenty to enrich it; boast not 
that you have opened it to the purifying air of winter; 
boast not that you have been liberal in throwing the 
grain into the furrow, and purged the field of every 
noxiou's weed: after all the toil and expense you have 
bestowed, you cannot moisten a single ridge, nor vege- 
tate a single grain; you cannot bid a sintj^le cloud- drop 
nor a single day be warm: after all you have done, God 
may send excessive heat, or excessive cold, and all 
your labor is lost; he may withhold rain, and your pros- 
pects are blasted; or he may send rain in such abun- 
dance, that the earth may disgorge from every furrow 
both your grain and your manure, sweep it into the 
Vol. IV. 8 
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rivulets that run by, to be carried along by the next 
stream into the bosom of the ocean. God alone blesses 
the springing of the year; he makes day and nighty 
seedtime and. harvest, summer and winter, to observe 
their appointed seasons. 

What care does God not take of thankless mini 
He makes every season, every day, every hour, minis- 
ter to our wants, and confer delights. In spring, we 
soon see every soil put forth its natural fruit, and every 
mountain its shrub and its tree. All things freshen 
and revive after the storms of winter are past. The 
nourishing heat and fertilizing showers hasten all things 
to maturity; summer clothes all in blossom, and autumn 
loads all with fruit; even the heath in the desert, that 
knows not when good comes, puts forth its flowers, 
and shakes its little grain of seed. By whom is the 
earth adorned in summer, and enriched in autumn? 
By him who clothes the lily, and feeds the raven of the 
field; by him who visits the earth,' and waters it with 
the river of God. "Thou, O Lord, blessest the spring- ' 
ing of the year,jand crownest the year with thy good- 
ness." 

When you survey the fields around you in spring, 
in summer, or in autumn, say not that the sources of 
your delight are few, or that scanty are the means of 
your supply. This earth is like a large storehouse, 
over which there are many stewards, under one gra- 
cious and generous Lord, who allows this .magazine of 
his mercies to be ever open, and ever full of every* 
thing useful for the supply of man. "He crowns the 
year with his goodness, and all his paths drop fatness.'* 
Say, O Christian, whatever may have been your fears, 
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hate you ^ver seen, or ever heard, that for one year 
the distributions of his goodness were restrained? No' 
his mercies are over all his works, and the earth is full 
of his goodness. Ascend the highest eminence within 
your view, direct your prospects eastward and west* 
ward, southward aiid northward, and say if you can dis- 
cern any spot of earth that is not loaded with fruit, or 
ornamented with a flower, that is not bearing some- 
thing useful for man or for beast. Nay, the untutored 
cottager, in his obscure hamlet, is surrounded with the 
beauties of nature, which, for their being common, do 
not attract his notice ; but the little flower that grows 
wild by the door of his dwelling, presents a richer color 
and a finer texture than all the art of man oan produce. 
Every wiaci Chris^tian, in observing the face of nature, 
will see the finger of God, and must in devotion, lift up 
his eyes to heaven and say, O Lord, "all things are full 
of thee! Thou crownest the year with thy goodness.'* 
Let us suppose, for a moment, one of God's peo- 
ple alone contemplating the face of nature. When he 

' looks around him, and beholds the earth full' of the 
goodness of the Lord, evening and morning rejoicing, 

. and the season hastening the fruits of the earth to 
maturity, how devout jare his reflections, and in how 
filial a manner does he express them! For me, says 
he, these clouds drop, and that sun shines; for me the 
stores of his goodness are always open; for me, as well 
as for others, these grapes hang in clusters from the 
vine, and the corns wave sixty fold upon the stalk; for 
xn© the vallies are covered with corn, and the pastures 
with flocks: all are my Father's who is in heaven; and 

b© allows me my portion as he sees meet. Blessed, 
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blessed be God, who ministers such abundance and 
delight! But I shall soon pass from this changing 
world, and enter the Paradise above, where there is no 
need of the sun, neither of the moon, to give the in- 
habitants light; for the Lord shall be their everlasting 
light, and their God their glory. There also summet 
and autumn are eternally blended; the tree of life ever 
bearing fruit; and, to enrich the beauty of the place, 
'there flows the river of the water of life, clear as crys- 
tal, from the throne of God, for ever and €veri 

The subject also serves another valuable purpose. 
Think then, O saint, how' swift are the wheels of time, 
and how soon the sun makes the circuit of the skies. 
While you stand and contemplate his gloi7, he is 
hastening forward, to measure out your short span of 
being. The revolutions of day and night are never in- 
terrupted: as they alternately return, they remind you 
of your own passing existence below, and that soon that 
day will dawn, or the shadows of that night collect, 
which will issue in your departure from the changes of 
time. The changes of the seasons teach you the same 
lesson; but upon a larger scale. Wh^n the sun is 
ready to pass out of view, for what purpose has the 
day been spent? is an inquiiy no less important than the 
issue of the succeeding night is uncertain. Who can 
tell whether you shall ever again behold the light of 
day? The outgoings of the evening which you now 
admire, may be the last earthly scene your eyes shall 
behold! Before day returns, you may pass into eter- 
^ nity; and how blessed the change, if you pass into light, 
as the light of sevon days, and have mortality swallow- 
ed up of life! How blessed your change, from this 
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mutable state of things, to a new heaven and a new 
e^h, wherein dwelleth righteousness! There youwil 
have objects more glorious to contemplate; a Paradise 
rich and fertile to admire. "You shall hunger no more, 
neither shall you thirst any more, neither shall the sun 
light on you, nor any heat; but the Lamb, which is in 
the midst of the throne, shall feed you, and shall lead 
you to living fountains of waters, and God shall wipe 
away all tears from your eyes! 



al" 



PSALM CXLV. 10. 

All thy vjorh thall praise thee, O Lord, and thy Saints shall bits* 
thee. 

Great God! how wonderful art Thou 

In all thy works and ways! 
To Thee should all thy creatures bow. 

And meditate thy praise. 

JB right seraphs that surround thy throne 

Their noblest honors bring; 
From bliss to mortals yet unknown 

Superior praises spring* 

In mystic Harmony above » 

Th6 planets roll along. 
And teach the universe thy love, 

In never-ceasing song! " 

The winds that sweep along the sky. 

By thee directed, breathe; 
And clouds and vaporft doat on higiii 

Or drop in show*rs beneath* 

Vol. IV. • 8 
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From darkest shades thy lightning breaks, 

And darts thy glory near; 
Thy voice in awful thunder speaks^ 

And fills the wretch with fear. 

Compar'd with thine immensity. 

The sea a drop abides; 
'Tis peopled, ebbs, and flows b/^thee» 

And foams or gently glides. 

The summer's heat, the winter's cold. 

The seasons all proclaim: 
As each their various scenes unfold,— 

Thy goodness still the same. 

In flow'rs, and fruits, and trees, and herbs,, 

The earth thy bounty gives; 
And men and reptiles, beasts and birds. 

And ev'ry being lives- 

Thy mighty hands, thy watchful care> 

Direct each fleeting hour; 
And Nature's countless forms declare- 

Thy wisdom, love, and pow'r. 

Yet in thy law akipe, -^^e view 

Thy justice and thy grace; 
Deep truths that Nature faintly drew,. 

And Reason could not trace.. 

But in Messiah's work divine 
We learn the wond'rous^lan. 

Where Justice, Love^^and Mercy join,. 
To tfeach rebellious man. 

His doctrines teach, his deeds exidaio,. 
His dea^ and triumphs prove 

The first and best of truths we gain,, , 
That our great God is Love. 
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ON ECCLESIASTICAL HISTOBT. 
INTRODUCTION. 

It is highly probable, that one particularly pleasing 
part of the employment of the Church of the Firat'bom 
in glory, will be to take a retrospect of the conduct of 
an ' infallible Providence toward them, while resident 
in this world: and it is surely not only the duty, but the 
interest, of those, who expect in due time to form a 
part of that glorious association, to exercise themselves 
in the same manner, even before they gain the height 
of glory. 

It was enjoined upon the Israelitesj to remember 
all the way in which the Lord their God had brought 
them in the wilderness. Inattention to the Divine con- 
duct is criminal; and accusations are brought against 
those who regard not the works of the Lord, nor con* 
sider the operations of his hands. How frequently, 
how ardently, ought they, for whose sake the world ex- 
ists, to advert to what God.'^Jas wrought on their ac* 
count! Since time beganTthrough every succeeding 
period, through all the revolutions of empires, and in 
all the important transactions of the universe, the glo- 
rious Governor of the world has uniformly had one 
end in view: the eatabUahment of a dominion which shall 
endure throughout all ages, And, in order to preserve 
the remembrance of his wonderful works, he establish- 
ed a testimony in Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, 
which he commanded our fathers, that they should 
aaake them known to their children, that the genera- 
tions to come should^ know them, even the children 
which should be bom. What an adyantage must it be, 
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and how eminently pleasing, those who know his name^ 
to be assisted in this necessary, this delightful work, by 
having an exhibition how God, sX sundry times, and in 
divers mwiners, accomplished his own wise and great 
designs! 

The ecclesiastical history of the Christian Church 
takes in a period of near two thousand > years: a period 
in which empires have been destroyed, and their me- 
morial has perished for ever; but in which the Stone 
cut out of the mountain without hands, is itself become 
a mountain, and hastening to fill the whole earth. It 
gives us a compendious view of all the leading facts re- 
lative to the Church of God, from the day when Mes- 
siah was cut off, down to the present time. 

Here the impregnability of the city of our God is 
evinced, by its existence and prosperity, even when the 
kings of the earth, and the rulers thereof, have taken 
counsel together for its destruction, and exercised their 
malice in various and cruel forms of persecution. Here 
those great characters, whose preaching has been ren- 
dered instrumental in enlightening and saving a be- 
nighted world, and in putting to silence every tongue 
that rose up in judgment . against the truth (whether 
Jlfiologiatsy Fathers^ Confeaaors^ or Martyrs^ men who 
will be acknowledged amidst the eclat of elect angels 
and men, before an assembled world) are held up as 
patterns for our imitation. The different internal dis- 
sentions with which, at several times, the Christian- 
Church has been agitated; the nature and rise of the 
principal errors introduced by its real enemies, or mis- 
taken friends; and the various forms of government 
which it has assumed, are exhibited to public view. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OOSPEL TRBASVRT. %& 

Such a history, impartially drawn, appears calculat- 
ed to raise in the mind of men, especially rtdeemed 
men, a spirit of admiration at the lore, m6rcy, and con* 
descension of a* gracious Jehovah, in employing hit 
wisdom, goodness, and power, yea, in engaging his 
whole attributes, to complete his own eternal design of 
l^lorifying himself, in the salvation of rebellious man. 

If the writer of this paper can render himself ser*- 
viceable to his fellow-creatures, 'by communicating a 
knowledge of some of those events which are intimate- 
ly connected with the interest of the Lord Jesus, he 
will feel himself thankful. He will rejoice in this endj 
because he believes it is capable, through a Divine 
blessings of animating the timid, confirming the waver- 
ing, and kindling in the human mind, those sacred pas- 
sions which may be rendered subservient to the advance- 
ment of such devotion as God will sipprove. 



THE ST\TR OP CHRISTIANITY AMONG THR JEWS 
UNTIL THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM. 

THE INTRODUCTION OF THE GOSPEL. 

The prophet Daniel, speaking as he was moved by the 
Holy Ghost, predicted the destruction of the four great 
monarchies, the Assyrian, Persian, Grecian, and Ro- 
man, and the establishment of a kingdom which should 
be set up by the God of heaven, mofe glorious in its 
nature than in the former. So very accurate was his 
account that it detailed all the principal concomitant 
oircumstances, and even the very time when it should 
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tak.9 ptepe."^ It foretold, that, M the expiration of set' 
ItBlf week^i this iaipiorumt eyent should commence^ 
AcGordiPglf 9 about the twenty-eeveath year of the rei^ 
•f Auguatus Ceaar, $ksA wottderiui person, the Son of 
God^took upon him our Mture^and appeared in oar 
world, under the subiiiae characters of an infiiUiMe 
Teapher, aJU sufficient Mediator, and a sj^itual and inoK 
JCiortal King. It is unnecessary to enter here into the 
particular dietail of his Ufe and actions, with wMeh aU 
Christians must be perfectly acquainted. They must 
know that, during the space of three years, and amidst 
the deepest trials of alfiiction and distress, he ins^tict^ 
ed the JewUh nation in the will ai^ counsels: ^ th» 
Most High, and omitted nothing in the course of his 
ministry, that could contribute either to gain the QiuUi*- 
tttde* or to charm the wise. But ^rery thing appeared 
inimical to the progress of the mighty work wbieh h^ 
came to accomplish. Greece and Rome, which had 
successively carried their arm* and customs into distant 
nations, and had attained the highest degree of science^ 
afforded an awful evidence, that ike world by wisdom 
knew not Ood. • Their religion was composed of the 
most abominable superstition and idolatry; and their 
practice was such as puts humanity to the blush. The 
inhabitants of Judea^ where stood the palace of the great 

* Dan. ix. 24. By seventy weeks, we are to uiiderstanci teveniif - 
weeks of years; which make the number four hundred and miiety. 
Tliese were to commence at tlie g«inff firth of the conmumdmetU to 
restore Jemtaalem, Sie. which was in the seventh year of ArtaxeT' 
9e9 Lonigimanua^ when Ezra received a oommiasionfrom him for that 
pjarpMe. This was in the 4256Xh year of the Julian penod, to which, 
if 490 be added5 the amount will be 4746, the very year in which om! 
8aTior was cnieified. 
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Kin^, a ^ebple fevored fen- ^bovfe tro ^Mmiand y«ari 
wHh a i^evelaidon from heaven^ and <m whdse %eiiiif %lf4 
motft high God had giyen so many signal displays tHTluS 
mercies and loye, even this people had so miserably 
revolted fi^om ^heir alle$(iiHl^de «a lh«lr ^grettt liawgirer, 
tkiH: ivJien 1^ tra^vftf /o fde ovm^ fda o^n received him no^^ 
b«t made tte snost viotent opposition to his authority. 
Yet aH ^Obeae impediments to the progress of his great 
and «mj^rt>i£QL deaign, served only to exhibit additional 
testUBonii^s of ibhe dignity of its divine Author, and ad- 
daee decisive proofs that the work was of God. The 
ruleraof the people, being unable to endure any longer 
the purity of his morals, the splendor of his miracles^ 
fold tiie poignancy of his doctrine, maliciously conspired 
against his liie; and thereby accomplished that ancient 
prediction concemdng him, tkqt he should finish tranS' 
^resa&n^ make an end qf sin^ make reconciliation for in- 
4fMdiy^ dnd hring in everlasting righteousness, • Thus, 
hj shedding of his blood, he saved unnumbered millions, 
and laid the foundation of that kingdom and government 
of which there was to be no end. His resurrection from 
the dead, on the third day, according to the Scriptures, 
confounded his adversaries, and filled Jerusalem with 
astonishment. Hailing ascended up far above all heav- 
ens, he poured out the Holy Ghost upon persons chosen 
before of God to be apostles, thereby qualifying them 
for the successful discharge of the duties upon which 
they were about to enter. Immediately they erected 
the standard of their Royal Master in the veryplacc 
where he had been insulted and cruelly murdered. 
Unsupported by the secular arm, bearing no weapons 
but those 6f Divine truth, such was the amasuug effect 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



96 OOtSPSL TREAaURT. 

of their «1lterptise^tbl^ in a few dajrs many tho\isaiids 
fell before them, aiMl embraced the Gospel of the grace 
ofGod- 



THE COK8TITUTION OF THE CHURCH. 

In Jerusalem the first Christian church was constit^t«N 
«d. Utility and Simplicity distinguished its organiza** 
lion. The officers essential to its prosperity were 
elders^ who exercised the pastoral function; and deaeoru, 
Vho superintended its temporal concerns. These were 
chosen by the suffrage of the people. The apostolic 
office, though by far the most eminent, was merely tem- 
porary, and adapted to the exigencies of the church in 
its infant state. We have the testimony of one who 
was never suspected of partiality for the Gospel, that 
^the primitive church was united only by the ties of 
faith and charity; independence and equality formed the 
basis of its constitution."* To the morals of its mem- 
bers the most rigorous attention was paid; and disci- 
pline, in all its awful inflexibility, was impartially main- 
tained. The disciples of the immaculate Jesus trod in 
the footsteps of this glorious leader, and emulated each 
other in zeal for good works. What humility, what 
forbearance, what brotherly love, what self denial, what 
"kindness towards all men, and devotion towards God, 
marked the character of the primitive believers! 

THE DOCTRINU OF THE CHURCH. 

The doctrine which those pristine days exhibited, was 
dear and simple, free from those metaphysical ambi- 

* Gilbb«ii's JDeclioe^md Fa» of the Rottuui Brnpire/roU t. p. 448. 
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guides which have embarrassed and distracted the 
churches of God in all si^cceeding ages. The Godhead 
of the Lord JeSus, and his expiatory sacrifice; the Divine 
energy of the Holy Ghost in the renewal of the sinner's 
mind to repentance; the experimental enjoyment of 
Divine truth, and its influence upon our lives and tem- 
pers, were constantly inculcated; and the absolute ne- 
cessity of faith in these doctrines was invariably urged 
upon all who were admitted into Christian communities. 

THE PEHSECUTION OF THE CHURCH. 

The import of that ancient declaration, 7 w////im/ en- 
Tnity between the seed of the woman and the seed of the 
^erfient^ soon appeared. In the early settlenient of 
Christianity, immediate war was waged against the 
church of God. Its members were insulted, imprison- 
ed, brought before rulers, beaten, and massacred! But 
such was the wisdom of Christ, in confounding the 
devices of his inveterate foes, that he rendered the 
persecution, which they intended for the destruction of 
his infant cause, subservient to the enlargement of his 
own kingdom. In the manly defence which some made 
of the doctrines of the Gospel, and in the triumphant 
deaths of others, the energy of Divine grace appeared 
so conspicuous, that error was confounded, truth more 
firmly established, and persecutors themselves not un- 
frequently constrained to acknowledge that the religion 
they had been opposing was truly divine. Stephen, the 
first who was honored with Christian martyrdom, affords 
an illustrious instance of tho dignified composure with 
which they suffered. Many of those who fled from 
Jerusalem to avoid the outrage of their barbarous 
. Vol- IV. 9 
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persecutors, carried the Gospel with them, and planted 
it in most parts of Jndea, and the neighboring nations. 
Depraved nature, every where the same, cried, Let ut- 
4:ut them off from being a people. But, like the Israel- 
ites of old, the more they nvere oppressedy the more they 
multiplied and grew- Disseminating truth among Jews 
and gentiles, they ceased not, howsoever dispersed, to 
teach and preach Jesus Christ. 

THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM. 

Long did the King of nations bear with his own r^bel- 
Jious subjects; but the period was hastening when re- 
taliation should be made for all the righteous blood 
which they and their fathers had she'd. About the year 
70, Titu^j the son of the Roman Emperor Vespasian^ 
was employed as the chief instrument in the execution 
of the Divine threatenings. 

Consonantly to our Savior's prediction, he cast a 
trench about the city, in which, according to the calcu- 
lation of their own historian Josephua^ two millions five 
hundred and sixty-five thousand Jews were assembled, 
from all parts, to celebrate the feast of the passover. ' 
Contending parties within the walls, waded in ieach oth- 
er's blood; the plague slew incredible numbers; and so 
terribly did famine rage, that an opulent woman fulfilled 
the prophecy of Moses, by killing and eating her tender 
infant: the sensibilities of maternal affection being lost 
in the cravings of insatiable hunger.* The Temple, 
once the residence of the heavenly Majesty, was sack- 
ed, burned, its very foundations ploughed up, and the 

* LeTit.xxTL29. 
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whole cit7 laid in one vaa^t, dreadful ruin. Those who 
perished in the siege amounted to one million one hun- 
dred thousand; eight hundred ninety-seven thousand 
were taken captive, and scattered through the whole 
world, whose offspring remain to this day a flroverby a- 
bye-ioordj and re/iroacA among all hations. 



THE APOSTOUCAL AGE OF THE CHURCH. 
STATE OF CHRISTIANfTT AMONG THE GENTILES^ 

It .is impossible to ascertain with precision the limits 
of the kingdom of Jesus Christ in this early period of 
Christianity. Most of those valuable documepts, which 
could have assisted our inquiry into so important a sub- 
ject, were destroyed, either by Pagan persecutors 6r 
Gothic barbarians. However, it is certain that Athens 
and Rome, the seats of science and arms, admitted the 
Foyal Conqueror within their wails; the former of which 
beheld his triumph in their seats of learning and jus- 
tice; and the latter saw the banner of his cross on the 
palace gate of their emperors. St. Paul, who, after the 
death of the I«ord Jesus, was called to be the apbstle of 
the Gentiles, was the principal instrument in the accom- 
plishment of this work. The history of the Acts of 
the Apostles is the only accouht to be depended upon 
concerning the success and extent of the GospeF. 
From these authentic records it evidently appears, that 
by the simple preaching of Christ crucified, the idola^ 
trous worship of heathen deities, which had been firm- 
ly established for several preceding ages, was totally 
abolished in various parts of Asia and Europe. 
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PERSECUTIONS. 



In the year of our Lord 64, Nero, the Emperor of 
Rome, a cruel and bloody tyrant, commenced a furious 
persecution against the church of God. The cause he 
assigned for his conduct was as infamous as the perse- 
cution itself was severe. He wantonly set fire to Rome, 
as some historians suppose, that he might enjoy the 
glory of rebuilding it, and calling it after his own name* 
But according to Suetonius,* when a person in conver- 
sation said, "For aught I care, when I am dead, the 
world may be set on fire;" Nero replied, "It shall be 
done while I am living." Immediately he devised 
methods to carry this dreadful purpose, so far as it re- 
lated to Rome, into execution. This horrible conflag- 
ration continued for no less a time than six days and 
seven nights, consuming a great number of temples 
and other stately edifices, as well as the habitations of 
private citizens, many of whom perished in the flames. 
A scene so awfOl, the bare recital of which shocks hu- 
manity, this monster beheld with pleasure from a lofty 
turret; and diverting himself, as he expressed it, with 
the beauty of the flame, sang a poem, called, The Des- 
truction of Troy, dressed in the habit which he usually 
wore on the stage. Having perpetrated his villany, he 
had the audacity to charge the fact on the Christians^ 
that, tyrant as he was, he might exercise his cruelties 
upon them under the plausible pretence of justice. 

His ingenuity was racked to invent such exquisite 
tortures as were most congenial to his savage disposi- 
tion. Seme were wrapped, as Tacitus informs us, in 

* See Suetonius on the Life of Nero. 
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the skins of wild beasts, and bate^d by dogs; some were 
crucified, others were daubed with inflammable matter* 
and, at the close of the day, set on' fire like torches, 
while. Nero hin^iself, who drove about wantonly in a char- 
iot, increased their misery by mockery and derision. 
As it is probable that this persecution raged as far as^ 
the Roman authority itself extended, the number of the 
victims must have beeh immense. But He, who holds 
in his hands the reins of universal government, caused 
the fury of the tyrant to pix)mote ^ the interest of his 
kingdom. Amidst their dreadful sufferings, he enabled 
his people so to demonstrate the invincible energy of 
his religion, that they even "gloried in their tribula- 
tions." Numberless spectators, convinced of the inno- 
cency of their lives, and struck with the fortitude with 
which they suffered, immediately renounced their idol- 
atrous practices, and embraced a religion so evidently 
divine. And; indeed, so numerous were the converts 
in consequence of every persecution, that it may with 
the strictest propriety be said, the blood of the martyrs 
was the seed of the church. After this bloody tyrant 
bad lived for some time under the horrors of his guilty 
conscience, being condemned by the senate to be put 
into the fur cd^ or pillory,, there to be scourged to death,^ 
after various pusillanimous efforts, in the year 68, with- 
his own hand, he put a period to his iniquitous life.. 

Domitian, whose soul was nearly allied to Nero^s- 
in cruelty, about the year 94 renewed the persecution, 
which, though it was carried on with extreme rigor, 
was but of short duration, as Domitian himself was put 
to death the following year' by the hands of his own sub- 
jects. In this reign it is well known, St. John the a- 
Vol. IV* ' 9 • 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



102 GOSPEL TKEASURY. 

postle was banished to the isle of Patmos, where he 
was indulged with the most familiar intercourse with 
his God and Savior, from whom he received those won- 
derful Revelations he faithfully recorded, and which 
close the canon of Scripture. • 

HERESIES. 

It is a melancholy reflection, that Error, that fearful 
hydra, soon reared its hundred heads in the church 
of God. Hymenaeus and Philetus gave an early proof," 
in their own example, how liable the mind is to be cor- 
rupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. The doc- 
trine of a sinner's justification by the merits of a Redeem- 
er, was soon tainted by the pharisaical leaven of those 
judaizing teachers, who crept into the church of Gala- ' 
tia, and subverted the faith of many, affirming that a 
man could not be justified, except he were circumcisedj 
and kept the law of Moses. 

Antinomians, in these early days, maintained thar 
faith precluded the necessity of good works; and in 
opposition to their licentious tenet, the Epistle of St' 
James was evidently written, urging the expediency 
•f personal obedience. 

The Gospel and Epistleo of St. John were pai ticu'- 
larly directed agamst those heretics, who may be clas- 
sed under the general appellation of Gnostics, and who^ 
among many other absurdities, denied the godhead of 
our blessed Lord and Master. This error, like a ma«^ 
lignant germen, finding a luxuriant soil in the human 
heart, afterwards grew to full maturity, and has beeii- 
transmitted to our day by Arius and the two Socinr. 
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The Gnostics wer^ a sect of supercilious philbso-' 
phers, who endeavored to incorporate their vain phi- 
losophy with the divine doctrine of Christianity. They 
assumed the name of Gnostics,* or persons of superior 
understanding, and proudly arrogated to themselves the 
possession of all wisdom. According to tlie opinion of 
these Oriental sages, the world was created by a ma- 
levolent beingj and supposing that rational souls were 
imprisoned, by the power of malignant genii or spirits, 
in corrupt matter in which all evil resided, contrary to 
the will of the Supreme Deity; they expected that he 
vould send a messenger upon earth, invested with Di- 
rine authority, to rescue miserable mortals from the 
chains of these tyrants and usurpers. Perceiving the 
miracles wrought by Christ and his followers, they 
concluded that he was the messenger which they ex- 
pected, and therefore they were induced to embrace 
Christianity, or rather to corrupt the precepts and doc- 
trines of Christ and his apostles in such a manner as to 
reconcile them with their own philosophical tenets. 
They denied the divinity of Christ, whom they affirmed 
to be an <f o«, or emanation from the Deity, sent from 
the fileroma^ or habitation of the Everlasting Father, to 
deliver virtuous and heavenborn souls from the evil 
principle of corrupt matter, and the empire of wicked 
spirits. They likewise denied that he was clothed 
with a real body, or that he really suffered, for the 
sake of mankind, the pains and sorrows, which in the 
sacred history he is said to have sustained: and assert- 
ed that these things^ were only in appearance. From 

• The name is derired from the Gwek word y/V«rx«, 1 know. 
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their dislike to matter, they rejected the doctrine of the 
resurrection; and disowned the authority of the Old Tes- 
ment, because the account therein given of the crea- 
tion contradicted the ridiculous fictions^ of their vain 
philosophy. 

This sect bvanched itself inta many others, wha 
assumed the names of their respective leaders; the 
most distinguished of whom was Cerinthus, who mix- 
ed something of Judaism, and many of his own mon- 
strous opinions, with the doctrine of the Gr.ostics. 
And the Nicolaitanes, against whose notions and prac- 
tices there is such an awful interdict in the book of the 
Revelation, appear to have been Gnostics, as far as his- 
tory afifords us any light upon the subject, who incorpor- 
ated with their own heresy the doctrine of polygamy; 
or a plurality of wives. 

Simon Magus cannot properly be considered as an 
heretic^ as he renounced the whole of Christianity, and 
set hhnself in opposition to Christ, pretending that in 
his person resided the most powerful of the Divine aona^ 
and th^t he was the Great Power of God^ sent to deliv- 
er mankind from the thraldom of matter. Menander 
has been supposed, by somre ancient writers, to have 
been his disciple, probably because the blasphemous 
notions he held corresponded with the system of that in- 
fisimous magician. 

DEATH OF THE APOSTLES. 

We know but very little concerning the death of these 
illustrious men, who were raised up,by the special grace 
of God, to give the knowledge of salvation to a guilty 
world. James the son of Zebedee was beheaded, at 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OOSPEL TREASURY. 105 

Jerusalem, in the year 44, by the command of Herod 
Agrippa; and, in the year 60, James the Just was ston- 
ed, under the pontificate of Ananus. There is reason 
to believe that, under the reign of Nero, Paul and Peter 
suffered martyrdom; and that St. John, in the year 101, 
died a natural death at Ephesus, having survived the 
other apostles, and lived till he was near a hundred 
years of age. But where or how the rest of these holy 
men departed this life it is impossible to say, as theiir 
death is covered with a thick veil of impenetrable ohy 
scurity. 



THE STATE OF CHRISTIANITY IN THE SECOND 
CENTURY. 

As it is well known, that at this time the greatest part 
of the world had been subjugated to the Roman author- 
ity, the circumstances of the church of God must con- 
sequently have been materially affected by the disposi- 
tion of the Roman Emperors towards it. It appears, 
therefore, necessary to take a view of the respective 
reigns of those persons into whose hands the govern- 
ment of the world had been committed, by Him who 
used them at his pleasure to accomplish his own wise 
and grand designs. At this period, nations, not a few, 
had submitted themselves to the authority of the Son 
of God; and though we are incapable accurately of 
specifying the limits of his dominion, yet it is clear, - 
that the isle of Great Britain had been visited with the 
gospel of salvation; and that many of our rude fore- 
fathers had acknowledged its invincible energy^ The 
greatest part of the east, together with Spain^ German]^ 
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and what we now call France^ saw altars erected ta 
Jesus Christy whom they worshipped as the true God- 
This century began with the reign of 



TRAJAN. 



The prospect of the Christians was now particularly 
favorable. The sanguinary edicts of Nero and Domi- 
tian being revoked, and the mild Trajan possessed of 
the imperial authority, they had much to expect; but 
yet, means were devised to manifest the enmity of the 
human heart against God* by the persecution of his 
people; and many, at this time,^ sealed their testimony 
to the truth of Christianity with their bloodl Ignatius,^ 
Bishop of Antioch, was sent from Syria to Rome; and 
condemned by the Emperor to be devoured by wild 
beasts. That holy magnanimity which Divine grace 
produces, was expressed by him when death was near 
at hand, "Let no one,'' said he, "divert me from or 
envy my happiness of attaining Christ Jesus. Let fire 
and the cross, the assaults of wild beasts, the pulling 
asunder of bones, the cutting off of members, the 
stamping in pieces of the whole body, the punishment 
of the devil come upon me, so that I may obtain Christ 
Jesus!" Simeon, Bishop of Jerusalem, aged 120 years, 
togfBther with many other eminent persons, were also 
put to death. 

The rage of this persecution, which principally 
prevailed through the Roman provinces in the east, 
was abated by the representations of Pliny, Governor of 
Bithynia, who, inquiring of the Emperor what was to 
be done, was answered, ^^Conguirendos non €9f(es ^ic 
dcftrantur ksf arguentury fiuniendo^:** that they were 
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iw)t officiously to be sought after; but, if apprehended 
smd convicted^ that they should be punished^ This is 
^hat ecclesiastical history calls The Edict ^ Trajan, 

V 

ADRIAN. 

The heathen priests stirred up the populace to de- 
mand of the magistrates the death of the Christians; by 
which they were awed into compliance; and particularly 
in Asia, a great number fell victims to popular clamor* 
But by the interposition of Serenus Granianus, procon- 
sul of Asia* the Emperor ordained. That they should 
not be punished, unless convicted of crimes against the 
State. 

In this reign, the ruin of the Jews was completed, 
Rufus, President of Judea, en^ged them, under a mad 
leader, named Barchochebas, and slew many thou*, 
sands; not sparing even women and children; and for- 
bade the- survivors from coming within sight of Jerusa- 
lem; the name of which had been changed, sixteen 
years before, into that of JElia Cafiitolina, 

ANTONINUS PIUS. 

The law of Adriiin was now attempted to be evad- 
ed.' The Christians were charged as the abettors of 
atheism and impiety. Justin Martyr, a celebrated phi- 
losopl^r, who had embraced Christianity, became their 
advocate; and in an apology which he presented to the 
Emperor, so affectingly represents their case, that a 
rescript was issued, forbidding their punishment, unless 
for crimes against the State; nor was their profession 
of Christianity to be considered as such. Yet this was 
not sufficient to secure them from the malicious vigi* 
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lance of their enemies; for at this time, some earth- 
quakes, which happened in Asia, afforded a pretext for 
persecution. The impiety of the Christians was con- 
sidered as a provocation to the gods, and the cause of 
these calamities. The generous Antoninus, informed 
of these things, published an edict, ordaining, that if 
. any one accused a Christian of a crime that he was not 
able to prove, the accuser himself shall be obnoxious 
to capital punishment. 

\ MARCUS AURELIUS ANTONINUS. 

He countenanced accusations against the Christians 
under any form; and the most flagrant perjuries were 
admitted to effect their ruin. Under his reign, the 
glory of Christianity api^ared awidst the most barbar- 
ous and diabolical modes of torture. Poly carp, Bishop 
of Smyrna, added new credit to the cause of Christ, by 
his triumphant martyrdom. When the proconsul 
offered him his release if he would speak reproach- 
fully of Christj he replied, "Eighty and six years I have 
served him, and he never did me an injury; how, then, 
can I blaspheme my King, who is my Savior?" When 
commanded, as .the term of pardon, to swear by the 
fortune of Caesar, he nobly answered, "Hear me plain- 
ly* I am a Christian" When threatened to be thrown 
to the wild beasts, he said, "Bring out the lions!" Be- 
ing then condemned to be burnt, he told the proconsul, 
* ou threaten me with fire that burns for an hour, but 
^^ Ignorant of that eternal fire, which is reserved for 

^ impious. But why do you delay? Order what you 
will *• T^' 

•he hoary saint was carried to the stake, ex- 

111 the flames, and rose to glory. 
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The renowned apologist, Justin Pothenus, Bishop 
jf Lyons, and many other eminent men, suffered mar- 
tyrdom in this reign. 



COMMODUS. 

Peace- generally reigned throughout the Churches) 
and many characters of the first consequence were ad- 
ded to the Lord, particularly at Rome. But here 
AppoUonius, a senator, was accused of Christianity, and 
with much eloquence and boldness defended his profes- 
sion before the senate; for which he was condemned 
to death. 

severus. 

Persecution now appeared in its mbst tremendous 
form; and seas of sacrexi blood were shed in Asia and 
Egypt: but at Alexandria (which Eusebius calls the 
noblest stadium of God) the greatest number of victims 
fell. Some were fastened to crosses; others torn to 
pieces with nails of iron; some were beheaded, as the 
mildest death; others were exposed to wild beasts; and 
otliers burnt alive. And thus closed the second cen^ 
tury, amidst the infernal triVimphs of persecution. 

Amongst a great number of renowned sufferers 
are to be reckoned Leonides, the father of Origen. 
Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons, and a celebrated Christian 
lady, named Potami-,^na, who gained immortal dignity 
by suffering. Her whole body being torn by^courgesj 
hot scalding pitch was by little and little poured from 
the crown of her head to the soles of her feet; whilst 
Vol. IV. 10 
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Divine grace shone with peculiar lustre, in her pa- 
tience, and fortitude, amidst such studied, cruel tor" 
ments. 

TertulUan, a native of Carthage, stood up as an 
apologist for the Christians at this time, and essentially 
contributed to the advancement of the best of causes; 
a cause which, "though the kings of the earth,^ and the 
rulers thereof, have taken counsel together to destroy," 
Omnipotence has been employed to preserve; and it 
remains to the present day an illustrious name, and a 
praise among all people of the earth. 



THE INTRODUCTION OP THE GOSPEL INTO BRITAIN. 

It would be a pleasing circumstance, and doubtless 
contribute much to the gratification of every serious 
thinking mind, if we were capable of tracing the foot- 
steps of divine Providence, in its first advances toward 
the island of Great Britain, to introduce that religion 
which constitutes the supreme dignity of any nation. 
Upon this, as well as upon various other occasions, we 
have to lament' the fiuitlessness of our researches. 
Those records which might have given light to the sub- 
ject, were probably destroyed amidst the desolations 
made by those barbarous northern neighbors, in their 
early and frequent ravages of this island. And the 
probability is increased, by a certainty that those Pagan 
invaders manifested more than common rage against 
every thing which had the most distant affinity to the 
Christian n^me. A few fragments some of them of 
doubtful authority, are the testimonies to which we 
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must appeal; and thereby substitute probability for 
certainty. 

. How or when this island was first peopled, we 
know not; but it is likely that the people of England 
owe their origin to the prolific sons of Japheth, who, 
after the destruction of the old world, inhabited the 
continental part of Europe, and so might easily have 
passed from the Gallic or Belgic shore to this country. 
However, this is certsdn, that, in common with all the 
gentile world besides, for time immeriiorial "thick dark- 
ness had covered our land." The religion of our rude 
forefathers was called Druidism, Druid being the title 
of their priests: a particular account of which may be 
seen in Cesar's Commentaries, lib, 6. The custom of 
those idolaters mentioned in Scripture, particularly ob- 
tained here. ''Under every thick oak did they offer 
sweet sacrifice to all their idols,'* Ezek. vi. 13. Accord- 
ing to the abomination of Moloch, they sacrificed human 
victims to appease .their gods.* In the fifty-fifth year 
before the birth of Christ, Julius Cesar, under the do- 
minion of his prevailing passion, a desire of false glory, 
invaded this country, and subjugated a part of its inhab- 
itants. Hereby, though he knew it not, he made way 
for the establishment of an empire, which has seen the 
glory of Rome set in eternal night; and which, accord- 
ing to the appointment of Him who cannot err, shall 
survive all the dominions of the world. 

The precise point of time when the banner of the 
cross was displayed in Britain we know not; but various 

* Quod pro Ti'ta hominis^ nifii vita hominis reddatttr, noa posse aliter 
Deoram immortalium namen placari arbitrantar. 

Cesar de Bclh GaUico^fih. 6. 
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testimonies concur in giving it a verj early date; noi*^^ 
are such to be rejected, which .intimate that some of 
the apostles, and even Paul himself, had been employed 
in the great work. Those who wish to see those evi- 
dences collected, may consult ArchbUhofi Usher^a 
Britannicarum Ecclesiarum Antiquitatea^ cap,, 1. 

When St. Paul was at Rome it is clear that he 
was acqusdnteji with a lady named Claudia (2 Tim. iv. 
21) which person we have reason to suppose, was a 
native of Britain, and wife of Pudens, mentioned in the 
same place.* Whether she had been converted in her 
native country, or having married an officer in the Ro- 
man army, then in Britain, and returning with him to 
Rome, there received the Gospel of salvation, it is im»- 
possible to ascertain. If we admit the latter circum-« 
stance, it is reasonable to suppose, that, sensible of the 
value of hep own soul, she would have commiserated 
the wretched situation of her lost countrymen, and 
solicitously importuned her apostolic friend to convey 
to them the tidings of mercy through a Savior*s blood.. 
If he, who was eminently the apostle of the gentiles, did 
not in his own person engage in the benevolent design, 
it is probable he might have procured sonie of his com- 
panions, "men who hazarded their lives for the name 
of Jesus Christ," to diffuse the light of lifq to those 
who were sitting in «the region of the shadow of death;'*^ 
and hereby have erected an altar to the true God. But, 
allowing this to have been the case, it is certain that 
polluted system of Pagan idolatry prevailed in 
5 ci*al for many years afterwards. Christianity was 

only as the gleaning of a vintage till the year 176, when 

• 

Coinpare Martial, Epigram 54, lib. 2, and Epigram. 13^ Ub.4k 
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Lucius, a firitish king, bowed to the Redeemer's name. 
This event was favorable to the Gospel; hereby it made 
a considerable progress, and, possibly, in reference to 
which Tertullian spoke, Britannonim ioca Romania in- 
acceaauy Christo vero aubditai "The doctrine of Christ 
was more prevalent in Britain than the arms of Cesar/* 
The first Christian king in the world was a Briton. 

In short, though these conclusions may receive 
some prejudice from the imputation of monkish super- 
stition, yet, when we candidly review all the evidences 
deducible, it must be confessed, that whilst an inscruta- 
ble Providence passed by vast multitudes of the fallen 
race, and suffered many of them to continue to the 
present day without a knowledge of his law, this coun- 
try was very early distinguished by his gracious attcn^ 
tion, "who giveth not account of any of his matters." 
Now for full 1600 years the Gospel of the Son of God 
has been preached amongst us; and though oppositions 
of various kinds have been made to it, every attempt 
for its destruction has been defeated. It has spread by- 
persecution, and gained vigor by resistance. In the 
present day it raises its majestic head on high; and 
though its best friends have to lament that so few com- 
paratively have really believed the record which God 
has given of his Son, yet they rejoice that, collectively, 
a great number in our land are found on the Lord's 
side, who are not ashamed of his Gospel, but have ex- 
perimentally prpved it to be "his power to their salva- 
tion." 
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THE GOVEnXVfRMT OF THE CHRISTIAN^ CHUllCH AT 
THE CLOSE OF THE SECONt) CENTURY. 

The constitution of the Cliristian church, as left by 
Jesus Christ, appears to have been what is commonly 
called Congregational. But the busy mind of many 
ever prone to intrude into the province of his Maker^- 
and toe tenacious of every principle that pix>poses any 
degree of importance and consequence to the creature, 
adopted those measures, which considerably altered the 
, form of its government. Hitherto each Christian as- 
sembly was an independent state, acknowledging no 
head but the Son of God, nor any rulers but its own- 
immediate officers, formed by the exigency of their 
own affairs, and solely constituted by their authority .^ 
About the middle of this century, the respective Chris-^ 
tian assemblies of each province met together by their 
representatives, persons commissioned from amongst 
themselves, to examine into the general state of 
their ecclesiastical affairs, and empowered to establish 
such rules as might be judged expedient for the pro- 
motion ofthe welfare of the whole. These assemblies, 
were by the Greeks called ^ynocf«, and by the Latins 
Councils^ and the laws there enacted Canons: names 
which in every succeeding age occupied a very con- 
spicuous place in ecclesiastical history. 

With certain qualifications, such a confederacy 
might have been productive of much good;* and some- 
thing of this kind obtains to the present day in tiie pur- 

♦ Voluntaiy associations for mutual edification among Christians of 
different denominations, have been beneficial to the people of God ]» 
this and otb«r «0UMtnes. Editor. 
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est Churches of Christ. Circumstances, however, soon 
evinced the fondness of the human heart for the exer- 
cise of dominion, and how dangerous it is for any one 
man ta transmit his own right, even by delegation, ta 
the hands of another. Human nature is every where 
and in every age the same; and "the best human nature 
b but human nature at best." That prudence and . 
humility which dignified the members of the first 
councils, soon disappeared: even in this early age a 
jus divinum was created, as an imaginary basis for 
usurped dominion: and that power, at first acknowl- 
edged to be derived from the people, was now claimed 
as an undoubted right. 

The designing doctors of th^ Church, in order ta 
give some shadow of propriety to their proceedings^ 
persuaded the undesigning and credulous people, thai 
there existed a parallel between the Jewish and Chris- 
tian officers; that the pastor, or bishop of the Church 
of Christ, held a rank equivalent with the high priest- 
hood; and his assistants in the ministry, with that of 
the ordinary priests. Hereby the primitive beauty of 
Christianity was defaced, and a gaudy pageant, the de- 
vice of ambitious men, substituted in its stead: an at- 
tempt ta amend the design of Infinite Wisdom, and ta 
tender the work of Omnipotence more secure, by the 
feeble efforts of frail man. 

From a source so prolific as the inventive capacity 
of ever restless, aspiring man, what an endless variety 
of opinion might be expected I Losing sight of the 
^ctates of their Divine guide, the unerring Prophet 
ef his Church, the professing Christians of this age 
iQltroduced the doctrines of the heatlien philosophersv 
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and endeavored to incorporate with the pure principlesr 
of Christ their vain philosophy, and hereby reared an 
image, like that in Nebuchadnezzar's dream, composed 
of gold, and silver, and brass, and iron, and clay; mate- 
rials so heterogeneous, that the probability of a com- 
bination never could have been formed but in the brain 
of the wildest visionary. 

A detail of all the particular sects which appeared 
at this time, would far exceed the limits of this work; 
but the principal divisions which distinguished the 
heretics of this age, may be reduced to the following: 

The Asiatic and Egyptian Christians, who explain- 
ed the doctrines of the Gospel according to the princi- 
ples of their respective systems of philosophy. 

A sect, supported by a number of illiterate and 
obscure men, who brought themselves to light by 
nothing but the extravagancy of their pretensions, and 
the absurdity of their doctrines. 

Two other sects arose from among Jhe Christian 
Jews, 'knowh by the names of JVazarenea and Ebionitesy 
who joined Judaism to Christianity, and considered an 
observance of the institutions of the Jewish lawgiver to 
be as essential to salvation, as faith in -the doctrines of 
the Gospel. 

The distinguishing peculiarities of the various 
other systems were too multifarious to be enumerated. 
Some announced themselves as divinely commissioned 
to add perfection to the principles laid down by Jesus. 
Others, in order to account for that mixture of good 
and evil which every where prevails, became poly- 
theists, and created different deities. Others held the 
most chimerical speculations respecting the person of 
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^he Son of God; and some maint^iined doctrines mark- 
ed with the most abominable impiety. ^ 

The lives of some of the leaders of these parties 
were distinguished by the utmost severity of morals, 
whilst others were men of corrupt minds, countenancing 
all manner of lasciviousness, by their principles and 
practice. 

Not only were the external circumstances of the 
Church materially affected, but the minds of officious 
men were particularly exercised about its internal con- 
cerns: That simplicity which is in Christ, and which 
gave real dignity to his Church, had been differently 
esteemed, and considered by some to be detrimental to 
the progress of the Gospel. Whilst the heathen wor- 
ship was performed in sumptuous temples, waaidstdve 
splendor of the most pompous ceremonies, the wor* 
shippers of the true God were regardless of public 
magnificence, believing that truth would prevail by its 
own intrinsic and unadorned energy, and contented 
themselves with worshipping God in the spirit. Others 
made an attempt to remove the prejudices and con- 
ciliate the minds of unbelieving Jews and Gentiles by 
a dangerous accommodation, which has proved inimical 
to the' cause of real godliness, and the sad effects of 
which are now sensibly felt, even after a period of full 
1600 years. Hence temples, altars, splendid garments, 
gestures, feasts, &c. 8cc. See. From hence it is per- 
ceivable how dangerous a thing is the exercise of hu- 
man policy in the things of God, and how daring must 
that mind be wliich attempts an amendment of the 
designs of Heaven.. The change hereby accomplished 
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has been like the substitution of a painted harlot for 
that of a beauteous and chaste matron. 

Amidst all these abounding corruptions of Chris- 
tianity, the pure and unadulterated truth had many finn 
and manly witnesses: men who adorned the doctrine 
they professed hy the most exemplary uprightness in 
their lives, and were not afraid to seal their testimony 
with their blood. 



THE STATE OF CHRISTIANITY IN THE THIRD 
CENTURY. 

As a certain conBequence of that authority Ivhich the 
Roman power still maintained in the world, it must ev* 
idently appear, that the state of Christianity would have 
been dependent hereon in a considerable degree, as 
both at Rome, and all its provinces, the Christians were 
to be found in great numbers. The lenity with which 
they had been treated by Severus in the beginning of 
his reign, caused many to stand forth on the Lord's 
side, in the camp, the senate, and the palace. That 
persecution which raged by a law of Severus, prohib- 
iting every 5^oman subject to change the religion of his 
ancestor, either for that of the Jewish or Christian, 
made dreadful havoc in the church; which continued 
till the year 211, when God afforded a respite to his 
distressed people, by the death of the emperor, who 
breathed his last at the city of York. His latter end was 
distinguished by that misery, which disease and disap- 
pointment produce; and his language indicated the van- 
ity of his mind. Ordering the urn, in which his ashes 
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were to be deposited, to be brought to him, he took it 
in his hands, exclaiming, "Z^Vr/e urn^ thou ahalt now con' 
tain lifhat the whole world could not before'^ 

The respite which the death of Severus afforded to 
the church was but partial. Under the reign of his 
son 

CARACALLA 

The Christians in Africa suffered greatly by the in- 
stigation of Scapula, the proconsul of that province, 
whose cruelties roused the spirit of Tertullian, who, 
regardless of every consequence, boldly addressed the 
proconsul in behalf of the best of causes; and, appeal- 
ing to some late calamities with which the empire had 
been visited, he declared them to be nothing but the 
judgments of Heaven, and indications of its displeasure 
for shedding the innocent blood of its righteous ser- 
vants; and intreated him to exercise moderation and 
clemency towards those, who had ever proved them- 
selves deserving subjects of the state. However dead 
the hegg'ts of their enemies were to their pathetic re- 
monstrances, their sufferings were in a great measure ^ 
alleviated. The emperor had marked out new objects 
for his infernal passion. His friends, his counsellors, his 
wife, indiscriminately fell by the command of this over- 
grown savage. Neither Nero or Domitian exceeded 
him in barbarities; till Heaven, wearied with forbear- 
ance, sent him to his own place, by the hand of an assas- 
sin, in the -year 217. 

Under the reign of the two succeeding emperors 
the state of the church was in no particular manner af- 
fected; but under the reign of 
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It received considerable acquisitions. The particukf 
favor which he shewed, defaced the havoc of pre- 
ceding years, and gave it growing energy. 

His mother Mamea, having had a conference with 
the famous Ohigen, became considerably att^ihedto 
Christianity; and is reputed to have entered into a 
profession of the same. HoW'ever that may have 
been, it is certain,^ that her son singularly countenanc- 
ed the Christians; at which the Pagan priests were par- 
ticularly alarmed; and, perceiving the rapid progress 
of Christianity, they declared, "r^a^i/ M^ Christians 
were allowed to have tem/iles of their owriy the tempU^ 
of the Roman deities would be forsaken^ and the emfitrc 
^would soon embrace Christianity,^^ Though the einpe* 
ror was hereby deterred from building churches to the 
name of Christ, yet he forbad those already built to be 
injured. To Alexander succeeded 

MAXIMIN, 

A MAN of monstrous body, and no less monstrous liiind) 
who sought out opportunities to display the enormities 
of his cruelty, the chief objects of which, were those 
who had been distinguished by the favor of his prede- 
cessor. His villanies were most eminently exempWi* 
ed where he himself resided. The bishops and princi- 
pal men amongst the Christians, were those that he s 
lected for his own vengeance; and in consequence o 
his sanguinary example, the heathen priests, the mag- 
istrates, and the people, were animated in the exei'cis 
of persecution, without distinction, against all who W^ 
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Ihe Christian name. Having waded in blood for the 
course of three years, Heaven, in its just displeasure, 
caused this gigantic wretch to be slain by his own sol- 
diery; and his execrable body cast out, to be destroyed 
by dogs and birds. 

To the tempest raised by Maximin, a happy dalm 
ensued to the church of God; wh^ch may be attributed 
to two causes — the inroads of indifferent nations upon 
the empire, which diverted their attention from the 
concerns of the Christians; and also, the pacific virtues 
of the emperors themselves. 

GORDIAN, 

A man of learning, and heathen virtue, knew how to 
value merit wherever he discovered it; and therefore 
was mild towards the Christians from principle. 

, PHILIP, 

Though a wicked man, yet, if not professedly a Chris- 
tian, certainly wished to be so. A circumstance oc- 
curred at Aktioch, which, whilst it favors this report, 
sets the name of Babylas, the worthy bishop of that 
church, in a very honorable light. The emperor and 
empress being there, attempted to enter the church 
during Divine service; upon which the holy Babylas, 
laying his hand upon his heart, declared, that he >vas un- 
worthy to enter "into the fold of Christ; and that he 
should have no admittance, unless he were brought to 
repentance for his sirs, and made a public acknowl- 
edgment of the stime. Happy would it be for the 
church of God in the present day, if the same noble 
disinterestedness inflamed the bosoms of its ministers. 
But where shall we find a Babylas now? 
Vol. IV. II Digitized by Google' 
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Shortly after the death of Philip, whose reign 
^ras succeeded by that of his son Philip, whom the 
fitthcr had taken as his compamon in the empire when 

- only a child, 

DECIUS 

- Was pwsed to the government: A sagacious and politic 
man; well versed in all the art of governing, wlich he 
managed with so much dexterity, that he became an 
universal favorite. The astonishing increase of Chris- 
tianity, and the decline of Paganism, alarmed the mind 
of Dkcius, and made him form the dreadful project of 
extirpating the Christian name. To give effect to his 
design, he issued edicts conveying the most unlimited 
powers to the governors of all the province 5. The 
Christians were every where sought for. The prince 
of darkness, feeling his empire trembling at the veqr 
foundation, inflamed the minds of all his heathen sub- 
jects with moie than common fury against the cause of 
Christ; they every where flocked to his standard, and 
emulated ei ch other in promoting the execution of the 
imperial edicts. Hence racks, sharp stakes, fire, burn- 
ing pincers, wild beasts, scalding pitch, and tortures in 
a thousand forms of the most exquisite kind. Here the 
weakness of human nature was' lamentably evinced. 

•Those amongst the Christians, who were not dismayed 
at death itself, were nevertheless appalled at the tre- 
mendous form which it now assumed. To evade those 
punishments, to which they were exposed by a profes- 
sion of the Christian faith, they used unwarrantable means* 
The heathen priests were bribed to grant them certifi- 
cates that they were not Christians. Others oflered sac- 
rifice, or burnt incense b^ore the images of tiieir gods. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



GOSPEL TREASURY. 123 

The former were called Libeilatici, and the latter Sac^ 
nficati and Thuriiicati, Notwithstanding the injury 
which the best of causes must have sustained by the de- 
fection of some of its avowed friends, He, whose designs 
cannot be controlled, made even the wrath of man to 
firaise him^ and rendered the rage of his infuriate ad- 
versaTOs subservient to the accomplishment of his own 
great work. The multitude of those^ who loved not 
their Uvea to the death, was truly great; they met the mal- 
ice of their enemies, in its most dreadful modes; and 
materially advanced the cause of the Redeemer, by 
their triumphant deaths. Others, who, before this pecu- 
liarly trying period, had not been known as favorers of 
Christianity, now came boldly forth, declared themselves 
the servants of Christ, and exulted at an opportunity of 
sealing their testimony with their blood. The number 
of martyrs under the Decian fieraecution were incredi-» 
bly great; in the list of which, very many illustrious 
names were enrolled. This uncommon enemy of the 
church of God saw his own son slain in battle before 
his face; found himself betrayed by his own command-* 
er Gallus, and his army completely routed; Not will- 
ing to survive so great a disaster, he piit spurs to his 
horse and plunged into a bog, where, sinking, he was- 
never more seen. 

GALLU8, 

Who succeeded to the empire, carried on the dreadful 
work of Decius, and made the Christians groan under 
hia persecuting hand. A terrible pestilence had deso- 
lated many of the Roman provinces. The Pagan priests 
seized the occasion, industriously attributed the calam- 

:3igitized by VjOOQ IC 



124 ^ aOSPEL TllEASURY. 

ity to the anger of the gods, for the lenity shown to the 
Christians, and hereby reanimatedthe rage of pers^cu- 
^on. The death of Gallus, who was slain in battle, 
together with his two sons, afforded a release to the 
suffering church of Christ by the accession of 

VALERIAN 41 

To the throne; who, for the first five years of his reign 
exercised a considerable degree of clemency towards 
the Christians; but in the two last years of his reign, 
he was influenced by Macrianus, an old Egyptian ma- 
gician, and his chief counsellor, to renew the persecu- 
tion. No sex, no age, no character, was spared. The 
Christian churches were ordered to be shut, and the 
high hand cf the enemy every where appeared against 
the followers of the Prince of Peace. Many eminent 
men gave illustrious proofs of the invincible nature of 
Divine grace, by the heroism of their conduct in the 
presence of their adversaries. The time, however, ar- 
rived, when the just judgment of God reached Vale- 
rian. He was taken prisoner by Sapores, King of 
Persia, who reduced him to the vilest situation, using 
him as a footstool to mount his horse; plucked out his 
eyes; flayed his body when alive; and when dead, had 
it preserved and hung up in one of his temples — An 
awfui monument of the vindictive justice of a right- 
eous God towards an enemy of his people! 

For the refnaining part of this century, the circum- 
stances of the church were tolerable. Like a hart 
which had long been pursued by its bloody huaters, it 
had now a time for respiration. 
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GALLIENUS, 

The §oli of Valerian, perceiving how his father's af- 
fairs began to decline from the time that he became in- 
imical to the Christians, wisely^profited by the exam- 
ple; and by his edicts, gave rest to the churches. This 
took place in the year 260. 

AURELIAN, 

In the fifth year of his administration, formed the de- 
sign of desolating the church of God; but He, who has 
his enemies in derision, prevented the execution of his 
purpose, by his untimely d(?ath; and sent for him to 
gi^e an account of himself at that tribunal from which 
there -is no appeal. 

Under the reigns of ITacitus, Probus, and Car- 
us, the Christian's enjoyed perfect peace from their 
public enemies. . - 

DIOCLETIAN, 

Who came to the empire A. D. 284, for the lirst twen- 
ty years of his reign was far from being an enemy to 
the Christians. But in the beginning of the next cen- 
tury, as will appear in its proper place, he became, its 
most cruel foe, and marked all his footsteps with the 
blood of the saints. 

From a general retrospect of the events of this cen- 
tury, we may behold the great God, the only governor 
of the^ world, breaking in pieces the image exhibited 
in the dream of Nebuchadnezzar. The Roman empire 
itself, convulsed with frequent internal broils, and at- 
tacked by 'surrounding nations, felt strong symptoms of 
Vol.' IV. * 11 r-^^M^ 
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its approaching ruin. The Pagan religion already- 
rocked, at its basis; and, in all places, the altars of 
strange gods tottered; whilst the empiric of tnrth, the 
kingdom of the Lord Jesus, received an accumulation 
of strength. His subjects were every where to be 
found; and, notwithstanding their enemies were clamo- 
rous in crying, Down with tV, Down with it^ evcnfo the 
ground! their purpose was frustrated; and the little 
9tone cut out without hands^ had itself become a great 
mountain, and was-hastening to fill the whole earth. 



STATE OF CHRISTIANITY IN THE FOURTH CENTimY. 

The happy day was now rapidly advancing, when the 
powers of darkness were to feel an irremediable over- 
throw; and the suffering cause of Christ enjoy a long 
re|>ose. But previous to the consummation of so de- 
sirable tin event, the great enemy of mankind deter- 
mined to make one last and mighty effort to save a total 
annihilation of his kfngdom in this world. To give 
•fifect to this purpose, he inspired the minds of liis sub- 
jects with more than common fury; and roused them 
-lo the perpetration of deeds the most sanguinary and 
horr&le. 

DIOCLETIAK, 

Who had hitherto intimated no particular aversion to 
the. Christians, nor rendered them any considerable in- 
juries, was now violently urged by the P^an priests^ 
lo employ his pqi^rer and authority to save their Uu'ettt- 
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ened cause &om impendiBg ruiir. The emperor, from 
a lore of eaie, and an aversion to bloodshed^ resolutely 
iprithstood the force of solicitations. GalkeiuS) one of 
the C€9ar9^* a man of a most ferocious mind, by the 
iise of every diabolical art excited him to loose the 
demoii of persecution upon the defenceless flock of 
Christ. 

The day was fixed, and on the 23d of February, 
303, the dreadful scene began, Mcomediuy where Dio- 
ci«BTiAN and Galbeius resided, in presence of the 
emperor and his cesar, the officers of the city entered 
the Christian churches, brought forth the sacred books 
and utensils, and threw them into the fire. The next 
day, an edict was published, excluding the Christians 
from the protecUon of the laws; commanding their 
churches to be demolished, 4U)d subjecting their per- 
sons to death. Too well was the execution of the same 
attended to. No respect was paid to age, to sex, or 
order. Tortures which defied the malice of hell were 
invented. Some were ded up by their heels, and suf- 
focated over slow fires. Others were broiled upcm 
gridirons. Some had sharp reeds thrust up under 
their nails. Melted pitch, was poured upon the nak- 
ed bodies of others. Some had their flesh torn off* their 
bones with pincers; whilst others had it scraped off 
with sharp shells: Besides other refined modes of giv- 
ing and prolonging misery, ^t the bare recollection of 
which human nature sickens. 

• The supreme government of the empire was in the hands of Dio- 
cletian aad MaXimian, who had resi»ectively chosen twoclepu-- 
tics, Constantivs Chloru^ and Galirics, who were called 
€asARS. 
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Under a pretext of clemency, the Christians had 
their ears, their nosQS, and their hands cut off; some 
had an eye burnt out, and a leg disabled by torturing 
instruments, and then sent to tlie mines to drag out an 
existence infinitely worse than the most cruel death. 
In consequence of the long repose which the church 
had previously experienced, their numbers had increas- 
ed to an incredible degree; from whence we may infer 
some estimate of the multitudes of those who had been ' 
victims to the rage of their enemies throughout all the 
provinces. Religion, as usual, acquired additional splen- 
dor from the fury of its adversaries; and evinced its 
own divine nature amidst the sufferings of its illustri- 
ous confessors. The power and ^presence of that God 
whom they served, enabled them to glory in tribulation: 
and rejoice that they were counted worthy to suffer for 
the name of Christ* 

Human nature, always frail, lamentably evidenced 
its weakness, in the conduct of some, who, in order to 
erase the imputation of Christianity from their names, 
and thereby shun the sufferings to which they were 
exposed, delivered up their religious books. Their 
conduct was strongly condemned by the real friends of 
the gospel, who marked them with the name of Tradi- 
tares. Such were the effects produced by this terrible 
persecution, that the -very name of Christianity seemed 
endangered; and in some inscriptions, it was- proudly 
testified, ^^that the name and sufierstition of the Chris-^ 
tians had been utterly defaced^ and the worship, of the 
gods restored." But He who is in heaven had them in 
derision; laughed at all their feeble designs to oppose. 
t£e accomplishment of his purpose; and was now pre- 
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paring better days for his faithful servants. Galerius, 
the soul of all this cruelty, was arrested by the hand of 
God, and called to give an account of hjs unparalleled 
wickedness, after having endured in this life the most 
grievous afRictions. His inward parts were seized with 
insufferable pains. Ulcers and cancers spread them- 
selves into his very bowels. The bottom of his belly 
was consumed, and his bowels laid open. He was 
preyed upon by vermin; and the whole mass of his 
body turned into rottenness. His upper parts were 
exhausted and dried like a skeleton; whilst his lower 
parts were swelled like bladders, &c. 8cc. Together 
with the pains occasioned by his disorder, he felt the 
hon*ors of a guilty conscience, for his conduct towards 
the Christians; and hoping that his miseries might be 
alleviated by their intercession with their God? he pub- 
lished an edict in their favor; and after lingering under 
the violence of his disorder a considerable time, this 
impious wretch expired, in the year 311. 

Diocletian, who had been compelled by Gale- 
Rius to resign the imperial dignity, retired to his 
native obscurity, where he lived long enough to see his 
wicked designs blasted, his ambitious views all frus- 
trated, and his authority trampled in the dust. Under 
the agony of the several disappointments, and the power 
of the vindictive hand of Heaven, he could neither eat 
nor sleep, but sighed and groaned, and tumbling on 
the ground, was racked with a thousand miseries; and 
at last he died in madness, affording another proof, ho^iv^ 
fearful a thing it ia to fall into the handa of the living' 
&ud. This happened in the year 312. 
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CONSTANTIU8 CHJ.ORUS, 

Who, upon ^the succession of Diocletian and Max- 
XMiAN, attained to the government of the empire with 
GALERiqs, was peculiarly beloved by his subjects, and 
deservedly esteemed as a friend of the Christians; dyings 
at York, his son Con&tantine, by the intervention of 
an invincible Providence, succeeded him in the govern- 
ment. 

CONSTANTINE, 

For near seven yeai*s, had shown no attachment to any 
religious principles;, but in the year 312 he appeared a 
favorer of Christianity, and after some time proved him- 
self a professed disciple of the Lord Jesus. 

The circumstance to which his conversion hat 
been attributeci is so famous, as to deserve a particular 
detail. 

In consequence of'the cruelties of Maximian, who 
had attempted to regain his former dignity, and to 
govern in the East, and those of his son Maxentius 
who governed at Rome, the empire groaned under the 
greatest calamities. Against the latter of these, Con- 
6TANTINE marchcd with an inconsiderable army, ad- 
dressing himself to that God whom his Father revered^ 
to assist him in his undertakingr On the 27th of Octo- 
ber, early in the afternoon, there appeared in tl^e heav- 
ens a luminous cross on which was this plain inscrip- 
tion? TOYTO NiKA— /n this overcome. Whilst the 
mind of Constantine was in doi^bt what this signified, 
in a vision at night our Savior appeared to him, com- 
manding him to make a standard in the form of the 
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0ro88 which he' had seen, and bear it with him in battle, 
and Tictory should crown his attempts: all which being 
done, he advanced ag^nst Maxentids, whose army was 
totally defeated, and his pe^on drowned in the Tihevy^ 
by endeavoring to escape. 

Learned men are much divided in their judgment 
concerning this miraculous cross« It is in vain for us 
to attempt to ascertain a doubtful matter, at a period so 
very remote from the event: certain it is, that such a 
device was upon the standards and shieldsof CoNsf an- 
tihe's army; and also upon several coins, extant at this 
very day. 



STATU OP CHRISTIANITY IN THE FOURTH CENTITRY. 

SECOND PARt, 

constantine, constantius, and constans, 

Succeeded their father, Constantine, in the empire, 
337^ and, like him, proceeded in the demolition of 
Pagan superstition and idolatry. 

lULIAN, THE APOSTATE, 

Kephew of Constantine the First, commonly called 
the Grra^ upon the death of the three brothers was 
declared emperor. He had been educated in the Chris* 
tian religion; but, like too many, apostatized from it, 
and exercised all his power to restore the faded glory 
of expiring polytheism. Under the profession of mod- 
eration, he attempted to sap the foundation of Christian- 
ity: encouraging those who had brought dishonor upon 
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the gospel; and, by every machinalion that insidious 
malice could invent, He attempted to foment the divis- 
ions which obtained among the <:hristian8. But a de- 
sign, the most formidable that ^ver was devised, em-, 
phatically marked the character of this man as an ene- 
my of Christ. After having revoked the honors arid 
revenues which had in the preceding reigns of his 
untie and cousin been granted to the ministers of the 
church; as well as fining and banishing others, he exert- 
ed himself for the purpose of destroying all their relig- 
ious books; and caused the Christian name to be chang- 
ed to that of Galilean. Still there remained one triumph- 
ant monument of the truth of the gospel,, to confoui\d 
every bold opposer. The destruction of the temple at 
Jerusalem had been foretold by Jesus and the Prophets; 
and Julian resolved to give the lie to their predictions 
by effecting its restoration. 

By this experiment the great struggle between 
superstition and Christianity must be determined. He 
committed the conduct of this design to one Alypius, 
who had formerly been a lieutenant in Brittiin; who 
vigorously set himself to the exe^cution of tliis mighty 
project. Every assistance had been rendered, neces- 
sary to give success; but what a fruitless thing is it for 
man to strive with his Maker! "Horrible balls of fire 
breaking out near the foundations, with frequent and 
reiterated attacks, rendered the place from time to time 
inaccessible to the scorched and blasted workmen; and 
the victorious element continuing in this manner, ob-, 
stinately and resolutely bent,.as it were, to drive them 
to a distance; Alypius thought best to give over the 
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•nterprise;"* thus He, whose counsel shalx stand, 
?nade the wrath of man to ftraise him; and eternized the 
gospel of his Son, in' the indelible disgrace of the daring 
opposer. 

' Though defeated, yet not fully discouraged, he de- 
termined to persevere in his design of exterminating 
the Christian cause, but in an expedition against the 
Persians, his folly was repressed, and all his impious 
designs frustrated by his death. He was shot in battle 
to the heart with an arrow; when, catching the blood 
which issued from the wound in his handy the enraged 
victim threw it up towards heaven, exclaiming, *' Vicistiy 
O Galileo J' Oh Galilean^ thou hast overcome me! 

It is mentioned that about this time, one Libanim 
meeting a Christian schoolmaster at Antioch, asked 
him in derision, What the carpenter's son was now do- 
ing? ^^The carfienter^s son^*' replied the schoolmaster, 
^ia making ^offin for your hero." The event proved 
the truth of this prediction. 

JOVXAN, VALENTrflitAN, &C. 8cC. 

Succeeded Julian, who all professed Christianity, 
and jHhoyed themselves in the design of eradicating 
I^^lfism, and giving. stability in the earth to the gos- 
pel of truth; $o that towards the close of this century 
the splendor of superstitiop, by its' lengthened shadows, 
indicated its irrecoverable decline. 

the destruction of Aome. 
TpR-tirae ha3 now commenced, which had been mark- 
ed out by Him, who disposes of kings and kingdom^ 



• Ammiiinus MaroelUnns* 

Vol. IV. 12 
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according to his own will, when proud Rome, who had 
sat as a queen, impatient of a rival, and enforced her 
authority throughout the world, must be brought down, 
and sit in the dust. 

Those people, who l>y the terror of their name had 
insured victory wherever they, appeared, were now en- 
ervated by oppression. From the days of that mighty 
tyrant, Julius Cesar, they saw the consequence of a 
Roman Ci/izen, which hitherto had been the glory of 
the empire, declining to a mere shadow. There was 
nothing to contend for. Unconscious of that patriotic 
«nergy, which had urged them on to prodigies of valor, 
they fell at last an easy prey to the power of a numerous 
and determined foe. 

The reduction of this mighty people was destined 
for Alaric, king of the Qoths. For some time he had 
apposed the Roman power with various success. He 
learned wisdom from his enemies; and was taught to 
conquer by his defeats! and always, after a discomfit- 
ure, returned more formidable to the charge. Having 
presented himself to the astonished inhabitants, at the 
gates of Rome, he was bought o£F at an immense price* 
However the recess was but of short dui-ation; return- 
ing he besieged and took the city. His soldiers were 
indulged in the dreadful firivilege of pillage, which con- 
tinued in an unbounded manner for three days. How 
mysterious are the ways of Providence! So sacred was 
the Christian name esteemed by these fierce invaders, 
that with rigid scrupulosity they shunned every appear- 
ance of the most remote hostility towards those who 
bpre it. How strangely was the state of things revers- 
ed! Jhe Pagans, w^o formerly, with savage joy had 
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rioted in Christian blood, now applied to them for pro- 
tection. Those illustrious monuments of art and learn- 
ing, which perished amidst the indiscriminating fury of 
a barbarous and triumphant enemy, will ever be the 
subjects of regret. Rome itself still existed, though 
but for a little time. It was to be destroyed. The ci- 
ecmion of which was effected by Gbnseric, king of 
the Vandals^ For fourteen days did his ferocious 
soldiers proceed, with implacable fury, in the desola- 
tion of that place, which had long been the terror and 
astonishment of the whole world: Scenes of slaughter 
were there exhibited, too horrible to relate. Babylon 
fell, never to rise again. 

In the case of this great people, we sec how un- 
certain are all sublunary things. If wisdom, if prowess 
cou.id have given stability, Rome would never have 
be^n insulted in her ruins. The glory of this world 
fiasBeth away. How infinitely more enviable is the 
character of the meanest subject of the Prince of Glory, 
than an emperor of Greece or Rome. His citizenahifi 
is in heave?if Phil. iii. 20. Despised and rejected like 
his Divine Master, he may be, he will be, amongst 
menj yet he was bom to shine. With pious heroism 
he is willing to endure hardships; but in a little, a very 
little, time, he shall break forth resplendent as the sun 
travelling in his strength. His enemies confounded 
shall stand amazed at the greatness of his salvation, 
whilst he, emancipated from the hand of every enemy, 
shall for ever dwell ^high in salvation and the climes of 
kUasr 



d by Google 



136 GOSPEL TREASURY. 

THE HISTORY OF THE CHRISTIAX CHURCH PROM 
THE FOURTH CENTURY. 

Hitherto the history of the Christian church haW 
been considered in connexion with that of the Roman 
empire> which, by its general and prevailing authoritfy 
must have affected it in a considerable measure. But 
the period had now arrived, when the legs and feet of 
the great image, repjjesented in Daniel, were to ,be 
broken in pieces; when that stupendous edifice, reared 
by the boundless ambition of aspiring nK)rtals, and 
cemented with the bipod of millions of the human race, 
should receive a final overthrow. We shall, therefore, 
in the further prosecution of this subject, direct our 
inquiries to its -respective and most important periods. 
The cause of Christ in Britain suflered the great- 
est violence from their continental Pagan neighbors, 
the Saxonsj who had been invited over to assist our 
forefathers against their enemies, the Picta and Scota. 
The number of these auxiliaries had been, from time 
to time, considerably increased; and the Romans hav- 
ing totally abandoned this country, the inhabitants 
found that they had received into their bosom a formi- 
dable and insidious enemy. Allured by a superior soil 
and climate, they formed the design of securing to 
themselves this country for apossession; and the native 
Britons, vanquished in the field, experienced the mosa 
deplorable calamities from their ferocious conquerors. 
The Saxons, being Pagans, were extremely zealous 
for the support t)f their idolatrous religion; with indis- 
criminating fury they marked with desolation whatever 
bore the name of Christian. The Churches were burnt, 
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their priests wantonly massacred, and whenever they 
had an opportunity, they rioted in sacred blood. The 
Saxons had a ^reat number of idols, the names of 
which are perpetuated in the names of our days.* In 
consequence of the ascendency which these rude in- 
Taders obtained. Paganism was restored, and the tem- 
ples of dumb idols reared their heads, where once stood^ 
the Churches of the living God. 
.^ ';. In this lamentable situation Christianity continued 
till the time of Ethels ert, a king of Kent, who mar- 
ried Bertha, daughter to the king of France. She, 
being a Christian previously to her marriage, had se- 
cured the free use of her religion, and assiduously ex- 
erted herself to recommend the same to her husband. 
By the gentleness of her temper, and the rectitude of 
her whole demeanor, she evidenced the excellency of 
its nature. In order to effbct the conversion of Ethel- 
BERT, Gregory, Bishop of Rome, formed a mission 
to this country, at the head of which he placed AuGuis- 
Tiu, a monk. Having landed at the Isle of Thanet, the 
king was informed of his design, and agreed to give 
AuGusTiN an audience, to which the monk advanced 
with all the superstitious pageantry of more modem 
Rome. A silver cross, as a banner, was carried before 
him, and a painting of our Savior; and as they advanced, 

* Besides the 8un &nd moon, from whence Sunday and Monday are 
^nominated, they had others of the following names: 
Tuys, from whence Tuesday; 
Woden, Wednesday; 

Thor, Thursday; 

Frea, Friday; 

Sextor, Saturday. 

Vol. IV. * 13 
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they ^ang a litany. Auoustin opened his commissioH, 
importing, ihat it contained tidings of eternal hafifiineasi 
to which the king replied, "Your proposals are noble, 
and your promises inviting; but I cannot resolve upon 
quitting the religioa of my ancestors for one that ap- 
pears to me, supported only by the testimony of persons 
that are entire strangers to me. However, since as I 
perceive you have undertaken so long a journey on 
purpose to impart to us what you deem most imponant 
and valuably, you shall not be sent away without some 
satisfaction. I will take care you are treated civilly in 
my dominions, and supplied wijth all things necessary 
and convenient: And if any of my subjects, convinced 
by what you shall say to them, desire to embrace your 
religion, I shall not be against it." Shortly lafter the 
king himself embraced Christianity, and was baptized. 
The humble Augustin, in the plenitude of his zeal, 
violently exerted .himself to subjugate the British 
Church to the authority of the Bishop of Rome. Dur- 
ing the time of the Saxon persecutions, many of the 
natives fled for security to that part of the island .now 
called Wales, and carried their religion with them- 
They had an archiepiscopal See at Carleeny in Mon- 
mouthshircs which ^as afterwards removed to Meneviai 
©r St» David*8y in Pembrokeahirey by the archbishop of 
St. David, the titular saint of the ancient Britons. 
The scheme of Augustin, to induce the ancient Brit- 
ish Church to submit to the growing authority of Rome, 
was frustrated by the good sense of our countrymen. 
In the year 601, a council was called for the accom- 
plishment of his fiiou* purpose, to which our plain 
forefathers gave the following reply; «3e it known 
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unto you, without doubt, that we all af e, and every one 
•f us, obedient and subject unto the Church of God, 
and to the Bishop of Rome, and to every godly Chris- 
tian, to love every one in his degree, in perfect charity, 
and to help every one of them, by word and deed, to be 
the children of God; and other obedience than this I 
do not owe to him whom you name to be Pope, nor to 
the father of fathers, and to be claimed, and to be de- 
manded. And this obedience we are ready to give, and 
to pay to him, and to every Christian, continually. Be- 
sides, we are under the government of the Bishop of 
Raerlion ufion Uskcy who is to oversee, under God, over 
us, to cause us to keep the way spiritual." Thus Au- 
GusTiN, being disappointed of the consummation of 
his fiumble project, refused to communicate with them; 
and in the height of his zeal denounced against them 
the vengeance of Heaven for their disobedience. Wheth- 
er he was careful enough to fulfil his own prediction^ 
by causing Ethelbert to stir up Ethelfride, king 
of Northumberland, who murdered 1 200 of the monks 
• of Bangor, the abbot of which place had been the prin- 
cipal in opposing Auoustin, is attended with too much 
uncertainty now to determine. However, the monk 
was created by the Pope archbishop of Canterbury; and 
lifter having lived in England eight years, died) and was 
buried at his own cathedral. 

Early in the fifth centuiy a considerable acquisi- 
lion was made to the cause of Christ in Ireland, by the 
labors of Succathus, a native of Scotland, and sent 
over by CBLSfttiNE, Bishop of Rome.^ The name of 
this missionary was changed to that of Patrick, the 
titular saint of the Irish nation. 
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In the latter end of the fifth century Clotis, prop-' 
erly the first king of France, was converted to Chris- 
tianity. It has been attributed to the following circum* 
stance: "When his army were giving way in a battle!" 
fought against the. Alemans, he implored the assistance 
of Chi'bty (whom his queen had often represented to 
htm as the Son of the true God) engaging to worship 
him as God, if he became victorious.** Victory declared 
iti ,his favor, and he accordingly became a Christian* 
From this event the title of Moat Christian ISngy and 
Eldest Son of the Churchy was ascribed to the kings of 
France. 

Seriously to consider the nature of conversions to 
the religion of Christ, as they now obtained, how dif- 
ferent were they from such as are the efiect of that 
new birth, which is brought to pass by a pow^r from 
above. Of the former kind, it is to be feared, were 
those which gave celebrity to the apostle of Britam: 
Aspiring and ostentatious himself, his converts either 
retained their accustomed ferocity, or else substituted 
a puerile superstition for the sanctity of the Gospel. 



STATE OP CHRISTIANITY IN THE FIFTH CENTUBY. 

The fifth century has been eminently distinguished by 
the famous Pelagian controversy, which occupied the 
attention of the whole religious world. The projec- 
tors of this system were, Pelaoius, a monk, and native 
of Britain,* and Celestus, most probably a native 

• His ori^nal uame was Mvrgant vhieh signifies the same in tbt 
Weloh that Pelagius does io the Gi-eck— owe belonging ts theteo^-^ 
froUblj Ihe place of hit birth was on the aea 60t>t« 
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of Ireland^ The decisive articles of their creed appear 
as derogatory from the glory of God, as they .are grati- 
fying to the pride of corrupt human nature. They as- 
serted, "that man comes into the world as immaculate 
as Adam came from the hands of his Maker; and that 
it is in the power of every man to repent, turn to God, 
and believe in Christ, without the^succorsof the Holy 
Spirit:" To these they added "the doctrine of sinless 
perfection; or, that man may attain to such a degree of 
holiness iii this life, as to live entirely without sin:** 
Opinions abundantly prevalent in all ages, and which 
even have found support from the unsanctificd sons of 
men, whether they^ assume the names of Christians or 
Heathens. Although the destruction of Pelagianism, in 
the very infancy of its existence, had been confidently 
asserted, indubitable memorials clearly evince that it 
has survived the united opposition of Afi icans, Gauls, 
and Britons, the edicts and penal laws of emperors, and 
the thunders of councils. 

The celebrity of its invention is improperly attri- 
buted to Pelagius: Little doubt can be admitted, but 
the stamina of this noxious plant are innate in the heart 
of man; and the experience of all ages proves how fa- 
vorable the pride of fallen humanity is to its luxuriant 
growth. An heathen above four hundred years before, 
had explicitly laid down the same principles as now 
were adopted by a professed follower of Jesus Christ; 
Sunt enim ingeniis nostris semina innata virtutuin^ que 
n adolescere licerat, t'/isa nos ad beatam vitam natura 
fierducerai — "We possess by nature those prmciples of 
virtue, which, by a proper improvement, arc sufficient 
for the purposes of a blessed life." It may b^ worth a 
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serious inquiry, whether or not this doctrine of Cicert 
be not chargeable, as a consequence at least, upon eve* 
ry system but one. Can Socinianism, can Arianism, can 
Pelagianism, Arminianism, plead an exemption? Doeii 
it not belong to the Doctrine of Sovereign Grace alone 
to exclude boasting? 

In consequence of the opinions of Pslaoius, the 
spirit of AuGUSTiN, the bishop of Hippo in Africa, was 
roused: With peculiar energy he stood forth as the op- 
ponent of the Pelagian heresiarch, and the warm abet- 
tor of the doctrines of the true grace of God. It now 
became necessary, in the course of the controversy, to 
define the Divine decrees, and th# nature of special 
grace. Hitheito these truths had not, in any consider* 
able measure, been formally disputed; and hence the 
reason of the incautious manner in which several wri- 
te* a of the preceding ages had expressed themselves upon 
:tliosc subjects; And this incaution has afforded occa- 
sion for the advocates of the very different systems of 
particular, and universal redemption, to boast of the 
antiquity of their respective systems. 

A modification of the doctrine of Augustin and 
that of Pei.agius was invented by Casian, a priest of 
* Marseilles, and which obtained the name Semi-pelagian- 
ism. He endeavored to fix upon a certain tempera- 
ture between the extremes of both; the leading prin- 
ciples of which were, "that inward, or special, grace is 
not necessary to form the beginnings of religion in the 
soul, but that man is capable, by his own power, of faith 
and holiness; nevertheless, that none can persevere in 
religion without the perpetual support of Divine grace." 
This doctrine received a very considerable accessi<m«f 
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adrocates to its support, and spread far and wide. It is 
the same to which the Greek church strenuously ad- 
heres in the present day. 

The Arians, who had been severely oppressed and 
persecuted by the rigor of the imperial edicts, found, 
among those nations who were gradually overturning 
ibe western empire, a peaceful retreat. A recollection 
of the injuries they had sustained from the Catholics 
animated them with a spirit of revenge, which mani- 
fested itself in perpetrations of the greatest cruelty* 
The Vandals in Africa, under Gekseric, and Hunehic 
his son, demolished their churches, and barbarously 
tormented those who were inflexible in their avowal of 
the cause of truth. At this time a circumstance occur- 
red, which has been dignified with the title of a stupend* 
ous miracle. Hun eric, among other acts of barbar- 
ity, ordered the tongues of a number of those pious 
men, who adhered to the doctrine of the true divinity 
of our Lord and Savior, to be cut out. After the exe- 
cution of this bloody sentence, the miserable sufferers 
were enabled to proclaim distinctly the divine honors 
of Jesus Christ. This remarkable ev«it has been so 
respectably jauthenticated, that we can scarcely doubt 
of its existence; but whether it may be ascribed to nat- 
ural causes,-or was the effect of miractilous interposi- 
tion, must be left to the decision of a future day. 

Frequently, and violently, in this century, was the 
important debate of Christ's divinity agitated — a con- 
troversy prolific of deplorable consequences. The 
AroLLiNARiAMS maintained, "that the man Christ was 
not endowed with a human soul; but that the Divine na- 
ture was its substitute^ and performed its functions." 
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The NssToaiANS asserted, "that in the Sav;or of mao- 
kind there were two persons, of which one was divine, 
. and the other human." Eutichus, to avoid these ex- 
tremes, invented another mode of explication, "and de- 
nied the existence of the hum^ nature, of Christ; and 
taught, that in him there was but one nature, which he 
termed tlie incarnate word, and thereby abrogated the 
' whole human nature of Christ entirely." 

At the fourth general council, held at .Chalcedony 
it was agreed upon, "that in Christ two distinct natures 
w^re united in one person, and that without any change, 
or mixture, or confusion." 

Neither of these definitions was generally satis- 
factory: the tumult of opinion, instead of being allayed, 
was considerably increased by attempts at explaining 
what has remsdned inexplicable to the present day. 

Hkppy for the serious, humble follower of the bles- 
sed Jesus, that the word of life, the Scripture of truth, 
has been preserved by an invincible Providence for his 
perusal. This he will find to be a light to his feet, and 
a lamp to his path; and fully adequate to all the purpo- 
ses of Divine information, on every article essential to 
his present and future felicity. There he beholds one, 
whom the Scriptures style the Mighty God, engage 
in the great work of -human redemption; hears him 
with his dying breath declaring the accomplishment of 
its glorious design; and, whilst he credits the Divine 
testimony of his person and work, he is preserved from 
wandering in the endless labyrinth of vain philospphy. 
Ever tenacious of the Divine warrant of his fidth, he 
considers it as his highest wisdom, and finds it the only 
certain mode of securing the peace of his owii mind, t# 
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^embrace the simple record which God has given of his 
Son* Thus he iinds his nriird unshaken amidst the 
wars of* controversy; and holding thi^ mystery t>f the 
faith in a pure conscience, he lives, looking for that 
blessed Jiope, and the 'glorious appearing of the great 
"Ged, even his Savior Jesus Christ. 



BfATfi OF CBRISTIANTTY IK THE SIXTH AND 
SEVENTH CENTURIES. 

Is the sixth century the ambition of the Roman Pontiff 
distinguished itself in a violent struggle for absolute 
supremacy with John, surnamed the Foster Bishofi of 
Omstantinoplt, Long had the man of sin, in the per- 
sons of the Bishops of Rome, aimed at every possible 
degree of accession to his impious domination. In the 
togtiage of the Apostle, <*thitherto there had been one 
who would let;" which was none other than the Roman 
civil power, exercised by the emperors. When it 
was taken out of the way, which happened in the fifth 
centary, by thp fall of the Western Empire, then an 
opportunity offered itself by which ecclesiastical tyran- 
ny made gigantic strides towards a maturity of diabol- 
ical despotism over the lives and consciences of millions 
of the human race: a despotism which has been the 
disgrace of human nature, the scourge of mankind, and 
the greatest insult that ever Christianity sustained. 
Crood men, of every name, must rejoice that its 4^- 
stniction is laid in the purpose of the Most High. 
Babylon is to fall, never to rise again. Its dismember- 
ment has already been beheld; and, doubtless, the 
Vox. IV, 13 
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hearts of the friends and subjects of the Lord Jesus 
* beat high with the anticipation of that important period, 
when its final and total overthrow shall be accom- 
plished. 

In the year 534 the emperor Justinian gave su- 
preme power to the beast, by declaring him, ^^Head 
^ all the Churches. The judge of all others^ himself to 
he judged by none,*' In the east his pretensions were 
disregarded, and his authority rejected; but in the west 
his nefarious design too well succeeded. Wicked and 
servile priests, in the impiety of their hearts, were 
urged on to illustrate the prediction of the Apostle, 
3 Thess. ii. 4. Ennodius, Bishop, of Tidnum^ in a ful- 
some panegyric, asserted that the Bishop of Rome was 
constituted judge in the filace of God. Frequently this 
lordly supremacy was disputed and resisted; and sur- 
rounding princes exercised their regal authority inde- 
pendent of the ghostly dominion of the Roman Pontiff: 
Yet the foundation of his Antichristian greatness was 
now so effectually laid, that in future periods the aston- 
ished world beheld princes, and kings, and emperors 
amenable to his tribunal, expressing the most servile 
subjection to his authority, and performing the most 
degrading acts of rigorous humiliation at his command. 
The growth of superstition gave vigor to the cor- 
ruptions of the clergy. A rapacious priesthood availed 
itself of the ignoi'ance of the people, and fattened upoa 
the spoil. Luxury and its attendant vices distinguished 
their characters, nor was evyi extenial decency main- 
tained by those, who, like the wife of Gesar, ought 
not so much as to be suspected. Imperial edicts and 
the decrees of councils were issued in vainj nothing 
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#ould restrain the gross immoralities of the ministera , 
of religion. 

The fecundity of the Monkish system abundantly 
evinced itself. Like frogs, or unclean reptiles, they 
were^ every where seen crawling over the face of the' 
earth. The new order, established by Benedict, of 
NuTsia^ poured forth incalculable hordes. In the lan- 
guage of an eminent historian, "they multiplied so 
prodigiously in the east, that whole armies might have 
been raised out of the monastic order without any sen- 
sible diminution of that enormous body.'* By the 
accumulatioh. of immense wealth, wrung from the 
simplicity of the people, an unbounded indulgence in 
luxury and sloth prevailed. By the influence of luxury 
and sloth they were easily subjugated to corruptions 
of the most flagrant kind. Imperial edifices, as the 
places of their abode, every where reared their heads; 
and the most fertile parts of the country were always 
chosen as the situation of these nurseribs of unlimited 
profligacy. 

With splendid and ostentatious pageantry the 
mother of harlots amused her children, the more easily 
to seduce their minds from the truth, and to divert 
their attention from an investigation of her high and 
arrogant claims. Gregory the Great exeited the influ- 
ence of his authority, and the powers of his eloquence, 
in the substitution of a gaudy superstition for that 
wisdom that cometh from above; by the glare of which 
the eyes of his infatuated vassals were dazzled, and the 
establishment of his surreptitious dominion facilitated. 
Christian" festivals, instituted after the mode of Pagan 
. feasts, were sanctioned by pontifical authority, and, 
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with criminal avidity, adopted by the silly multitude* 
Every where the pristine beauty of Christianity was 
cither totally defaced, or monstrously deformed. Clouds 
of thick darkness overspread the whole intellectual 
horizon. Those monuments of ancient erudition, which . 
had escaped the ruthless rage of barbarous invaders, 
were leither destroyed by the pernicious zeal of super- 
stition, or neglected by illiberal ignorance; so that from 
the beginning of the seventh to the eleventh century- 
was a period eminently distinguished by the term of 
$he dark ages. Ignorance, ever friendly to the hostile 
purposes of designing men, prepared the mind for the 
reception of every doctrine however impious, and the ^ 
countenance of every ceremony however puerile. The 
foundation of a lost sinner's hope was totally subvert- 
ed; and the character of a good Christian substantiated 
by the performance of numberless trifling ceremomeSy 
and submission to. the rapacious requisitions of mer- 
cenary priests. In the language of a saint pf these 
times, the mode of obtaining eternal redemption is thus 
exhibited: "Redeem your souls while the remedy is 
within your reach;" which remedy is thus specified: 
"Bring your oblations and tithes to the Church. Brin^^ 
candles to illuminate the Church. Humbly intreat the 
patronage of the saint^; which things if ye do, ye may * 
with boldness appear at the bar of God, and lay claim 
to your eternal salvation with this plea, Give, O Lord! 
unto us, because we have given unto thee.** 

Various controversies about vain words, on incom* 
prehensible articles, were frequently and violently 
agitated. Councils were formed, the rulers of the 
Church convened, the jargtm of debate ardendy kept 
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up. Plain things were forgotten in the hours of alter- 
cation; rancor fostered in the human mind; the subject 
of dispute was made darker by an attempt at elucida- 
tion; and the strongest generally triumphed. As the 
balance of power preponderated, persecution prevail- 
ed: Hence Arians became victims to the rage of 
Niceans, and Niceans alternately victims to the rage of 
Arians. 

Thus pure and undefiied Christianity, such as that 
transmitted to the world by the mouth of Him who 
spake as man never spake, which ho sealed with his 
blood, and confirmed by the testimony and death of 
Apostles, lay languishing upon the ground with symp- 
toms of approaching dissolution. This eventful period 
seemed like a solemn pause in the gracious purpose of 
the Almighty. It was as if he had forgotten to be gra- 
cious, or as if, upon account of the affronts cast upon 
the dignity of his eternal Majesty, he would visit the 
earth no more. The serious mind, that is capable of 
contemplating the nature of his designs through the 
medium of history, will find encouragement, in the 
darkest season, yet to hope in his mercy. He will 
there see, that He who ruleth over men, in the prose- 
cution of his all-wise designs, has at times covered 
himself with a cloud, from which he has again broke 
forth with all the efl'ulgence of that God who, at sundry 
times, and in divers manners, has proved himself 
mindful of his covenant. Let Israel therefore trust in 
the Lord. 

Vol. IV. , * 13 
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MOHAJ^MEDISM. 

"The fifth Angel," saith Jobn, "sounded, and I saw a 
star fall from heaven upon earth, and te him was gi^en 
the key of the bottomless pit," Rev. ix. 1. 

The most eminent expositors of Scripture agree 
in the application of this terrible prophecy to the grand 
impostor, Mohammed. A name of such considerable 
magnitude, in consequence of its connexion with the 
Christian church, as deservedly to demaiid our atten- 
tion in this place. 

This singular person was born at Mecca in Arabia^ 
some where about the year 572. Hb father dying when 
he was only two months old, he was left to the care of 
his grandfather. At his birth many prodigies are re- 
ported to have happened, as omens of his future great- 
ness. ''Early in life he was instructed in the business 
of a merchant, and employed by a lich widow, of the 
name of Khadijah, as a factor. Into her favor be so ef- 
fectually ii>sinuat«d himself, as to obtain her in mar- 
riage. By this event he became possessed of considera- 
ble wealth and power, and continued in the mercantile 
occupation for several year's. 

About the 38th year of his age he began to enter 
upon the execution of his design, of introducing to the 
world a new religion. For the more facile accomplish- 
ment of his purpose, he judged it requisite to give ce- 
lebrity to his name, by leading a life of rigid sanctity. 
Retiring to a cave called Hira, near Mecca, in the ex- 
ercise of severe abstinence and meditation, he profes- 
-sed to have extraordinary revelations, and frequent con- 
verse with the Angel Gabriel. In the course of hi* 
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profession as a merchant, by his communications, both 
with Jews and Christians, he obtained a knowledge oi 
their respective religious tenets; and incorporated sev- 
eral mutilated parts of both into his own abominable 
system. Availing himself of the corruptions of Chris- 
tianity, and the distractions which at that time so shame- 
fully prevailed amongst its professors, he seized the 
opportunity which their vices favorably afforded, and 
entered upon the design of rendering himself illustri- 
ous as the head of a new religion. 

At the commencement of his undertaking he only 
brought forward the most unexceptionable parts of his 
novel scheme; professing no more than a design of 
purging religion from that gross idolatry into which, he 
pretended, its abetters had fallen, and to restore it to its 
ancient purity, by calling men back to the worship of 
one true God. 

In his retirement at Mecca he pretended that the 
Angel Gabriel had informed him of his divine nnission; 
and that he was constituted the Apostle of God, say- 
*»gi "Q Mohammed! thou arfc the Apostle of God, and 
I am Gabriel." 

By tie necessary conversion of his wife, and that 
of some considerable relations, he was emboldened ift 
the prosecution of his impious fraud. With unremit- 
ting perseverance he devoted himself in effectuating 
his original plan, which received so considerable an ac- 
quisition, that in the 44th year of his age he made a 
public declaration of his pretended mission, avowing 
himself a prophet sent by God to purge Christianity 
frona its errors. 
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Notwithstanding the discouragements attendant 
upon his first enterprize, he comhated every difficulty^ 
and by the ardor of his genius so far overcame theni> 
as to attach the most eminent men in Mecca to his inter- 
est; and to give his party a formidable appearance 
Thus supported, he set up his standard as a rallying 
point; encouraged his followers in predatory excursions, 
and laid the foundation of his future greatness by his 
success at the- battle of Beder, in which, with only 3*3 
followers, he defeated a caravan defended by more than 
1200 soldiers. Animated by this singular success, he 
advanced in his career, and by increasing achievements 
added such splendor to his name, that he was enabled 
to bring to the field an army which, in consequence of 
the enthusiasm infused into their minds by the elo- 
quence of their chieftain, insured success wherever 
ihey appeared. 

Such was the issue of his exploits, that in the 
•ourse qf his military apostleship he eflected a revolu- 
tion, from which arose an empire that, in the immedi- 
ately subsequent 80 ye^^, extended over more coun- 
tries and kingdoms than ever the Roman did in 800 
years. The empire of I'urkey^of the Mogul in India, 
and the vast empire of China in the present daycare strik- 
ing memorials of its former greatness. ^ In the year 
628 he united in himself the royal character, with the 
sacred one of Chief Pontiff of his religion. 

In the year 632 this notorious impostor died at 
Medina of a lingering fever, supposed to have been the 
effect of poison administered to him three years before. 
A violent contest succeeded about the place of his bur- 
ial, which at last was determined to be at Medina; to 
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which place prodigious multitudes of Mussuln^en aa- 
ually''reaprt to visit the tomb of the Prophet. 

The theological principles which constitute Mo- 
hammedism are the following: God is one in essence, 
necessarily existing frorn eternity. Mohammed was the 
Prftfthct and Apostle of God. Go<l has decreed all 
things, and modes, so that nothing can happen in the 
world, whether it respects the conditions or operations 
of things, but what is contained in his decrees. That 
there arc angels, pure from sin, who act in obedience 
to the Divine commands. That there are 104 sacred ' 
books; in die number of which are the Pentateuch, the 
Psahns, and Gospels; and principally the Alcoran of 
Mohammed. That there will be a general resurrecticrti 
and final judgment. 

The rewards he proposed to his faithful disciples 
were such as corresponded with oriental manners, and 
suited corrupt nature: Pleasant gardens, streams, and 
flowing fountains, delicious beds, all manner of fruits, 
the enjoyment of sensual gratifications, &c. &c. 

How difTerent this recompense of reward from 
those pure and unsullied joys proposed, to the expec- 
tation of the followers of the immaculate Jesus! How 
different the characters of the real and the pretended 
Prophet! It is impossible to resist the opportunity o? 
making the exemplification in the words of Bishop 
Sherlock.* 

"Go to your Natural Religion: lay before her Mo- 
hammed and his Apostles arrayed in armor and in blood, 
riding in triumph over the spoils of thousands and teu 

• Vol. I, Sermoji %. 
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thousands who fell by his victorious sword; shew her 
the cities which he set in flames, the countries which 
he ravaged and destroyed, and the miserable distress of 
all the inhabitants of the earth. When she has viewed 
him in this scene, carry her into his retirements; shew 
her the Prophet's chamber, his concubines and liis wives; 
let her see his adultery, and hear him alledge revelation, 
and his Divine commission to justify his lust and his 
oppression. When she is tired with this prospect, 
then shew her the blessed Jesus, humSle and meek, 
and doing good to all the sons of men, patiently in- 
structing both the ignorant and the perverse: let her 
see him in his most retired privaces; let her follow him 
to the mount, and hear his devotions and supplications 
to God: carry her to his table to view his poor fare, 
and hear his heavenly discourse; let her see him injur- 
ed but not provoked: let her attend him to the tribunal, 
and consider the patience with which he endured the 
scoffs and reproaches of his enemies: lead her to his 
cross, and let her view him in the agony of death, and 
hear his last prayer for his persecutors— -Fa/Aer for- 
give them^for they know not what tJiey do I 

"When Natural Religion has viewed both, ask. 
Which is the Prophet of God? But her answer we 
have already had, when she saw part of this scene 
through the eyes of the Centurion who attended at the 
eross, by him she spoke and said, Truly tUa man waa 
ihe Son of God," 
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STATE OF TI!e CHRISTI\N CHURCH IN THE 
EIGHTH AND NINTH CENTURIES. 

Whilst the grand Impostor of the East, with incredi-, 
ble celerity, traversed the earth; and incalculable my- 
riads of the human race, either compelled by the ter- 
ror of his arms, or allured by the hope of sensual grat- 
ificationjs, acknowledged him as the prophet of God; 
Christianity, which had been planted by apostolic hands, 
languished in a state of melancholy decay: and al- 
though the eighth century of the Christian era had com- 
menced, several parts of Europe yet remained in a 
state of Pagan darkness. All the Normans, who are 
now comprehended under the nam€ of Danes, Norwe- 
gians, and Swedes, were unacquainted with the light 
of Divine truth. In consequence of their natural fecun- 
dity, their herds became too numerous to obtain support 
in their native region: and urged, at first by necessity, 
multitudes abandoned their inhospitable country, and 
directed their attention to more temperate climes. 
Wherever these Pagan invaders succeeded in their en- 
terprise, their unhallowed hands were lifted up against 
the Christian name. Invited by the contiguity and fer- 
tility of Britain, that pleasant isle became frequently the 
theatre of their savage depredations! and our forefath- 
ers witnessed enormous exhibitions of their cruelty, 
in the destruction of their religious bouses, and the 
wanton murder of their numerous inhabitants. Ter- 
rible exemplifications of which took place at the 
Abbeys of Bardney,Coldingham, Croyland, and Peter- 
bprough. 
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The Saracens* availed themselves of the disti^ctioiui 
-which prevailed in the empire of the East, ravaged the 
provinces of Asia, and Africa, and heaped upon the 
Christians the heaviest calamities. (Crossing the Med- 
iterranean, they entered Spain, became victorious, over- 
threw its empire, obtained a considerable extent of ter- 
ritory, and made that country, and part of France, groan 
under their oppressive yoke. 

Dissensions, considerable in their magnitude, and 
^sgraccful in their nature, agitated the church of 
Christ. With unpardonable fury, the respective par- 
tizans in the unhallowed contest, wielded those wea- 
pons which are expressly prohibited by the Chris- 
tian lawgiver. Impious fanaticism appealed to the 
sword; and under the blasphemous pretence of defend- 
ing the truth of God, rioted in human blood. This was 
eminently the case in regard to the subject of image 
worship, in which contest, the ferocity of savages, was 
substituted for pious zeal. The origin of this violent 
controversy is fixed in the beginning of the 8th century 
between Jofin, Patriarch of Constantinople, and Coiistan- 

. tine. Bishop of Rome. The fonner employed his pow- 
er and authority for the destruction of all pictures and 
images, set up in churches; whilst the latter, incapable 

'of any control, and impatient even of a competitor in 
authotity, as furiously exerted himself for the establish- 
ment of images, and image worship. Civil insurrec- 
tions were produced. Councils were formed. De- 
crees passed. The worship of images was abolished. And 
by the revocation of former decrees, again established; 
till at last, the Iconoclastae' (the opposers of images) 
were overpowered; and the Iconolatrae (the i^etters 
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^ image worship) previdled; and, in the ninth century^ 
idolatry became completely triumphant. 

Whether the Holy Ghost proceeded from the Father 
and the Son, or from the Father only, was a subject 
whjch occupied consideral^e attention; but the former 
opinion prevailed. The doctrine of the presence of 
Christ in the sacrament of the Lord's supper, likewise 
produced important altercadons. Some of the disput- 
ants asserting, that after the consecration of the bread 
and wine, the same body of Christ that suffered on the 
cross, was really and locally present; whilst others af- 
firmed, that the bread and wine were only the symbols 
of the absent body of Christ. Frequently it happened 
in this as well as most other controversies, that the 
same parties were divided amongst themselves: and 
individuals at one time afiirmed, what they denied at 
another. Forsaking^ that sure and certain guide, the 
plain word of prophecy, they wandered in the maze of 
ambiguity, and their various expositions only darkened 
counsel, by words without knowledge: whilst imputa^ 
Uons of the most odious nature were reciprocally em- 
ployed by the respective disputants; and rancor everf 
where triumphed over Christian meekness. 

The subject of predestination was again introduced 
lirith considerable violence! Godkschalcus, who ap^ 
peared the. principal in this controversy^ trod in the 
steps of AuGusTiN. By the influence of a furiobs ec* 
clesiastic, RabamuI^ MAuku§, the doctrine was coiw 
aemned, and the abetter of it whipped with great se» 
verity, and cast into prisonj where he finished his ca- 
lamity. Councils had been tailed, in which, tlie opini 
Ion of GoDEsoBALcus was condemnedi new coundit 

Vot. IV. 14 Cooalp 
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succeeded, in which it was maintained, and to the pres- 
ent day, the same doctrine occupies a considerable 
place in the disputations of Christian theologues. 

The enormous power of the man of sin received its 
consummation in the year 754, by the accession of the 
Roman Pontiff to the exarcHate of Ravenna. Pepin, 
mayor of the palace to Childeric III, king of France, 
had formed the design of possessing the throne of his 
sovereign^ and made the weakness and indolence of 
Childeric the pretext for efiFecting his nefarious pur- 
pose. A question was proposed to Zechart of Rome, 
"Whether the Divine law did not permit a valiant and 
warlike people to dethrone a pusillanimous and indo- 
lent monarch, who was incapable of discharging any 
of the functions of royalty; and to substitute in his 
place one far more worthy to rule; and who had already 
rendered most important services to the State?" lattle 
doubt could be entertained of the decision of an ambitious 
prelate of the eighth century. It was favorable to the 
perfidious design of Pepin; who being released from 
his oath of fidelity and allegiance, ascended the throne 
of the deposed monarch. As a reward for services 
so important, Pepin bestowed upon the Roman see the 
exarchate of Ravenna; by which, Christ's vicar became 
a temporal prince, Charlemagne not only confirmed 
the grants of his predecessor, but considerably aug- 
mented them. Thus an establishment altogether of a 
worldly nature arose, in the place of that kingdom which 
its divine Founder declared to be not of this world. The 
professed ministers of the blesssed Jesus now appear- 
ed in all the splendor of eartlily pomp and rtiagnifi- 
cetice. Devoid of all conscientious scrupulosityt they 
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led their armies to the field of battle; presided in the 
- cabinets of monarchs; became the arbitrators of the 
fate of nations; tyrannized in the church of Christ; 
rioted in human blood; and by acting as panders to the 
most profligate and abandoned princes,raised themselves 
to ecclesiastical supremacy. 

The ninth century gave birth to an event, from 
whence originated the account of a female attaining to the 
Roman Pontificate, and who has passed by the name of 
Pofie Joan, Whether the relation be founded in truth or 
fiction,it is now impossible to ascertain: but it will no more 
appear improbable, that a subtle, learned woman, should 
have filled the Papal throne, than that monsters, bearing 
the name of men, have frequently been considered as 
supreme lords of the church of Christ; or, that a wo- 
man in the eighteenth century should, in the habit of 
a man, have obtained a command in the army and acted 
as envoy from one of the first courts in Europe. 

In this century, a furious contest between the Pa- 
tiiarchs of Constantinople and the Pontiffs of Rome, pro- 
duced a rupture between the Greek and Latin churches, 
which terminated in their final separation. A contest, 
like all other ecclesiastic ones of the same period, which 
originated in ambition, and perpetuated itself by inso- 
lence and rapacity. A contest, which, though styled by 
an eminent ecclesiastical historian, fatal^ can be con- 
sidered in its nature and consequences only as the 
quarrel of two overgrown monsters in iniquity, and by 
which real Christianity lost nothing. 

The isle of Great Britain in this century produced 
the truly great Alfred. The numercflis host of for- 
eign invaders being subdued by the arms of Alfiiei> 
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and peace established throughout a long distracted coun- 
try, laws were enacted for the mamtenanee of right 
between man and man; and rules prescribed for the 
promotion of morals. Learning, which was so reduced, 
that among the clergy there was not a man to be found 
in the kingdom of Wessex who understood the LatiUr 
lervice, was considerably restored. Christianity, which 
had been languishing to a state of the most extreme 
wretchedness, experienced . the fostering care of the 
worthy Alfred, and its dying embers began to revire.. 



STATE OF THE ROMAN CATHOUC CHURCH Of FRANCE 
SINCE THE REVOLtrriON. 

Various are the sentiments which men form concern* 
ing the state of religion in France, since the erection 
of the republic. Many have supposed every vestige df 
it to be gone; others, that its rites may be adnainistered 
in some places, but by men of abandoned characters^ 
who are generally despised, and their functions disre- 
garded. The following account is derived firom docu* 
ments of unquestionable authority. 

During the time of Robespierre Aeir^uffermgs 
were severe. After his fall they enjoyed greater quiet; 
and in the year 1795 it was proposed by aome of the 
members of the ancient church, that the Catholics 
should be united as a religious body, and for this pur- 
pose a paper was published by five bishops, entitled 
«A Circular Letter from several Bishops of France tor 
their Brethren ^the other Bishops, and to the various 
Churches.'* Printed at Paris. 
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In this letter they give a Declaration of their Faith: 
<«The Church," they say, "is the Congregation of the 
^^aithful, whose invisible Head is Christy and whose 
visible head is the Pope! We acknowledge that the 
Government of the Church is entirely spiritual; and 
that it cannot interfere, directly or indirectly, with the 
State." 

This letter appears to have been well received; 
for thirty-four Bishops, besides other ecclesiastics, sub- 
scribed the Articles of Faith. In- t^e end of the same 
year, it was followed by another fetter, which contains a 
great variety of important sentiments, and interesting' 
proposals, for the regulation of the discipline and gov- 
ernment of the Church. 

In consequence of these publications, and of the 
evident wishes of a great body of Catholics, a national 
council met at Paris in the year 1797, which continued 
its sittings for several months. It was attended by 
thirty-three Bishops, and by fifty-three Priests, who* 
•were deputed to represent the inferior clergy of the 
different dioceses. A very particular account is giveiv 
of this assembly, in a publication of the same year en- 
titled "Canons and Proceedings of theNationalCouncil 
of Franccj^held at Paris in 1797, from the 15th August 
to the 13th November, digested by the Bishops reunite 
ed at Paris." 

In the plan agreed on by them, a fundamental 
principle is, i^the Election of the Bishops by the Clergy 
and the People." The following sentiments are wor- 
thy of attention: "We believe and teach that the Church 
has received from Christ the power of selfgovemmenty 
a power esseutial to every society; but its authority 
Vat- IV. * 14 
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is merely spiritual^ and its object the salvation of sonls.^ 
^^Bishops and Priests are not created for themselves^ 
but solely for the people, and their ministry is a minis- 
try of confidence, and not of domination. We condemn 
all maxims and propositions, tending to encourage acta 
of violence, under the pretence of defending the Catho- 
lic Faith. We condemn such measures as Antichristian, 
and subversive of the principles of our holy religion^ 
which establishes itself by meekness and love, and 
knows no other arms than prayer and the word of God.** 

Very great attention was paid by the Council ta 
the education of children; and the schools were put un- 
der the joint care of the Bishops, the Rectors, and the 
Parishioners. *<The primary objects," they say, <*of 
Christian schools are to teach children the elements of 
religion, and the principal parts of the morality of the 
gospel." 

In another publication entitled "An Account laid 
before the National Council, by Citizen Gregoirc, of 
the labors of the Bishops reunited at Paris:" Printed 
by order of the National Council, Pari» 1797; an in- 
teresting detail is given to the Council, of the state of 
the Church of France previous to its meeting, and of 
the means used by the Bishops for the restoration of 
ireligion. One of these was the circulation of religious 
books. In the list it affords no less pleasure than sur- 
prise, to see Bishop Watson's Apology for the Bible» 
.Missions were also established. 

The attention of the Council was not eonfined to 
France; for in "a Pastoral Letter of the Bishops reunit- 
ed at Paris, to the Pastors and the Faithful in the French 
Colonies/* published soob afterwards^ along with an 
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account of their proceedings, they gave an earnest inn* 
tation to them to unite with the Gallican Church* 



THE EXCESSIVB ANTIQUITY OP THE CHINESE 
DISPROVED* 

It is well known that the Chinese pretend to an exces- 
sive antiquity. Their chronology exceeds all bounds 
of probability: and, could their pretensions be verified^ 
the Mosaic account of the creation must necessarily be 
discredited. But we have a lingular fact to state, which 
will prove that their boasted antiquity really fells within 
the limits of the Mosaic Chronology. For the evidence 
we are about to produce, we are indebted to the discov- 
eries of modem astronomy. The Chinese have ever 
made a point of inserting in their calendars remarkable 
eclipses, or conjunctions of the planets, together with 
the name of that emperor in whose reign they were ob- 
served. To these events they have also fixed their ovm 
dates. There is a very singular conjunction of the suB) 
moon, and several planets, recorded in their annals, as 
having taken place almost at the very commencement 
of their remote history. The far4amed Cassini, to as- 
certain the fact, calculated back, and decisively proved) 
that such an extraordinary conjunction actually did take 
place at China, on Feb. 26, 1012 years before Christ. 
This fails four hundred years after the floofl, and a little 
after the birth of Abraham. Here are two important 
facts ascertained. The one is, that the Chinese are a 

• Some of them tiMm 9d or 97 mittioBS •r 7«ani( 
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Tcry ancient nation; and the other, that their pretensions^ 
to antiquity beyond that of Moses are unfounded; be-, 
cause this event, which they themselves represent as 
happening near the beginning of their immense calcu- 
lations, fiills far within the history and chronology of the 
Scriptures. 



ABDA^LAH AND SABAt. 

AfinALLAH and Sabat were intimate friends; and being 
young men of family in Arabia, they agreed to travel 
together, and to visit foreign countries. They were 
both zealous Mohammedans. Sabat is son of Ibrahiia 
Sabat, a noble family of the line of Beni-Sabat, wh<r 
trace their pedigree to Mohammed. The two friends 
left Arabia, after paying their adorations at the tomb of 
their Prophet at Mecca, and travelled^ through Persia, 
and thence to Cabul. Abdallah was appointed to an 
office of state under Zemaun Shah, king of Cabul; and 
Sabat left him there, and proceeded on a tour throujg^h 
Tartary. 

While Abdallah remained at Cabul, he was con- 
verted to the Christian faith by the perusal of a Bible, 
belonging (as is supposed) to a Christian from Armenia, 
then residing at Cabul.* In the Mohammedan states, it 
is death for a man of rank to become a Christian. Ab» 
dallah endeavored for a time to conceal his conversion; 
but finding it no longer possible, he determined to fiee 

* The Armenian ChristUms ia Persiiii have among tbem a fe«r ec^ 
i^ of the Arahie Bihie. 
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to' some of the Christian churches near the Caspian 
Sea. He, accordingly, left Cabul in disguise; and had 
gained the great city of Bochara in Tartary, when he 
was met in the streets of that city by his friend Sabat, 
who immediately recognized him. 

Sabat had heard of his conversion and flight, and 
was filled with indignadon at his conduct. Abdallah 
knew his danger, and threw himself at the feet of Sabal.^ 
He confessed that he was a Christian; and implored 
him, by the sacred tie of their former friendship, to let 
him escape with his life. <But Sir,' said Sabat, when 
relating the story himself, 'I had no pity. I caused my 
servants to seize him; and I delivered him up to Morad 
Shaw, king of Bochara. He was sentenced to die; and 
a herald went through the city of Bochara, imnounc* 
mg the time of his eKecutio& An immense multitude 
attended, and the chief men of the city. I also went^ 
«id stood near to Abdalkh* He was offered his life if 
he would abjure Christ, the executioner standing 
by him with his sword in his hand. <Nol' «aid he^ 
as if the proposition was impossible to be complied 
with, <I cannot abjure Christ!' Then one of his hand» 
was cut off at the wiistt he stood firm, his arm hanging 
by his side with but little motion. A phjrsician, by the 
desire of the king, offered to heal the wound if he would 
recant.. He made no answer, but looked up stead^Eistly 
towards heaven (like Stephen, the first martyr) his eyes 
streaming with tears« He did not look with anger to-^ 
wards me: he looked at me, but it was benignly, and 
with the countenance of forgiveness. His other hand 
was then cut off. ^But Sir/ said Sabat, in his imperfect 
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English,* *he never changed^ he never changed. And 
when he bowed his head to receive the blow of death, 
all Bochara seemed to say, "What new thing is this?" 

Sabat had indulged the hope that Abdallah would 
have recanted when he was offered hi^ life; but when 
he saw that his friend was dead, he resigned hiyiself to 
grief and remorse. He travelled from place te place, 
seeking rest and finding none. At last he thought 
that he would visit India. He, accordingly came to 
Madras about five years ago. Soon after his arrival, 
he was appointed by the English government a Mufti 
or expounder of Mohammedan law; his great learning, 
and respectable station in his own country, rendered 
hini eminently qualified for that office; and now the 
period of his own conversion drew near. 

While he was at Vizigapatam,t in the northera 
Circars, exercising his professional dudes. Providence 
brought in his way a New Testament in Arabic4 He 
read it with deep thought, the Koran lying before him. 
He compared them together; and, at length, the truth 
of the word of God fell on his mind, as he expressed it» 
like a flood of light. Soon afterwards, he proceeded to 
Madras, a journey of 300 miles, to seek Christian bap- 
tism; and having made a public confession of his faith, 

* Sabat resided for some time id the house of Dr-Buchanan^ to whom 
he related the ehief part of the account here given. 

f Messrs. Cran and Desgranges, Missionaries at Vizigapatam, have 
frequently mentioned Mr. Sabat. He often visited them; and, we 
have reason to believe, derived much advantage from their conversa- 
tion. He was mentioned in the E^vangelical Magazine in January, 
1807; and more than once in the Missionarj Transactions. 

t One of those copies sent from England by the 'Society for promot- 
ing Christian Knowledge.' 
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he Was baptized by the Rev. Dr. Kerr, in the English* 
church in that place, by the name of Nathaniel, in the 
twenty-seventh year of his age. 

Sabat now found by experience the truth of that de- 
claration, that they who *will live godly in Christ Jesus, 
shall suffer persecution,' and (as it often happens in 
such cases) *a man's foes shall be they of his own house- 
hold;' for whep his family in Arabia had heard that he 
had followed the example of Abdallah, and become a 
Christian, they despatched his brother to India (a voyage 
of two months) to assassinate him. While Sabat was 
sitting in his house at Vizigapatam, his brother present- 
ed himself in the disguise of a faqueer or beggar, 
having a dagger concealed under his mantle. He 
rushed on Sabat and wounded him; but Sabat seized 
his arm, and his servants came to his assistance. He 
then recognized his brother. The assassin would have 
become the victim of public justice; but Sabat inter- 
ceded for his brother, and sent him home in peace, with 
letters and presents to his mother's house in Arabia. 

Being desirous to devote his future life to the 
glory of God, he resigned his secular employ, and came, 
by invitation, to Bengal, where' he is now engaged in 
translating the Scriptures into the Persian language. 
This work has not hitherto been executed, for want of 
a translator of sufficient ability. The Persian is an im- 
portant language in the East, being the general lan- 
guage of Western Asia, particularly among the higher 
classes, and is understood from Calcutta to Damascus. 
But the great work which occupies the attention of this 
noble Arabian, is the promulgation of the gospel among 
his own countrymen; and from the present fluctuations 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



16i «^raz,. trba:8PIit* 

-of religious opinion in AraMa^ be is sanguuie in his 
liopes of success. 

His first work is entitled *Neama. Besharatin Ul 
Arabi/ ^Happy News for Arabia;* written in the Nabut- ~ 
tee> or common dialect of the country. It cont^s an 
eloquent and argumentative elucidation of the truth of 
4he gospel, with copious authorities admitted by the 
Mohammedans themselves, and paruculso^ly by the Wa* 
habians. Prefixed to it is an account of the conversion 
of the author, and «^ appeal to the members of his well- 
)uM>wn {amity in Arabia^ for the truth of the facts. 



BOME ACCOUNT OP THE FIRST SETTLERS IN THE 
STATE OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

<* I PVRPOBE here," says Dr. Robbins, in his Sermtni 
preached December 22, 1793, "agreeably to the words 
of the text, to give a brief narration of some of the 
wonderful works of God, towards our ancestors, which 
it is peculiarly proper we should call to mind on this 
anniversary. In doing this, I shall bring to your, view 
some circumstances which, I presume, have never yet 
been made public. I shall take them from the first 
book of the very ancient records of this churchy now 
in my hands. I would begin with observing to yoti> 
that the cause of our fathers leaving England, theif 
native land, and transplanting themselves finally into 
these, then dark, comers of the earth, was the cruel 
persecution they met with in their own land} briginat- 
ing in a spirit of Intolerance, which then prevailed, 
especially in the episcopal hierarchy. A spirit, now 
abhorred as much by the enlightened and ^^ious mem^ 
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bers <d that communion, as perhaps by any other what-* 
ever. Our fathers made no disturbance in the State, 
i>ut were peaceable members of society. Yet, because 
they could not, m conscience, submit to unscriptural 
impositions, nor bow their necks to the yoke of human 
inventions, they were loaded with heavy fines and for- 
feitures: nay, hunted about like partridges on the 
mountains, and persecuted as pests of society. Under 
these burdens they groaned for a considerable time, 
but still continued, as they had done, to meet as often 
as they could for the worship of God, (though private* 
ly, for fear of their enemies) under the pastoral care 
of that famous and learned divine, Mr. John RobinsoU) 
the first pastor of this ancient Church; until at length 
they resolved to seek an asylum in Holland. The un- 
dertaking was hazardous, for their enemies watched 
them continually, and did eveiy thing in the^ir power 
to prevent their escape. What a dreadful situation! 
they can neither be suffered to live at home in peace, 
nor to go abroad for it. The ports and. harbors are 
watched: strict orders given, by authority, not to suffer 
them to escape. They are obliged to use the most 
private methods possible, and give the most extrava- 
gant fees to^e sailors; and yet w^ere often betrayed by 
theift^ '^^The following instance is in the exact words of 
the record: "There was a large companie of them pur- 
posed to gett passage att Boston in Lincolnshire for 
Holland, and hiercd a ship, wholly to themselves, and 
made agreement with the master, to be ready att a cer- 
taine day, and take them and their goods in att a con* 
venient place appointed, where they all ac'cordinglt 
attended in reddiness. After longe waiting, and large 
Vol. IV. 15 , 
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expenses, the master, tho' he kept not his word as 
to the day, yett came att last, and toqke them in, in the 
night; and when be had got them and theire goods ' 
aboard, he betrayed them; having, before hand, cOm- 
plotted with the searchers and other ofiBcei*s soe to doe, 
whoe tooke them and putt them into open boates, and 
there rifled and ransacked them, searching them to 
their shirts for money; offering the mostbratal yiolence 
to the women, such as is not fit to be named; and then 
carryed them back into the towne, marching them 
aboute the streets, and making them a spectacle and 
wonderment to the multitude* who came fflockinge <m 
all sides to behold them." 

^ The next year they made another attempt to get 
away, and finding a Dutch shipmaster at Hull, they 
made an agreement with him, and made him acquainted 
with their condition and design, hoping to find more 
friendship in him than in those of their own nation. 
He was to take them in from a large common, between * 
Grimsby and Hull, at a good distance from any town. 
That they might be in less danger of being discovered, 
they divide their company, and send on the women and 
children, with the goods, to the place, first in a small 
barque; and the men were to go by land, and meet them 
at the day appointed. But it so fell out that they were 
all at the place a dayjor two before tlie ship came. When 
she arrived, they found the barque^ with the women, &c. 
aground near the shore, it being low water. The 
Dutchman perceiving this, sent his boat on shore to 
'take the men in first, that no time might be lost; but 
when the first boatful had got on board, behold they 
jiaw a large company of horse and footmen coming with 
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ftill speed upon them to apprehend them. Tor their 
enemies had got notice of their intention, and the -whole 
country was raised against them. The men on shore 
escaped by flight, but the women and their children 
fell into their hands. The men in the ship, with un- 
apeakable'distress, beheld their wives and children taken 
by their enemies; and, notwithstanding all their remon- 
strances, were obliged to submit to be carried away to 
Holland; destitute of clothes and money, and not know- 
ing tliat they sfhould ever see their families again. 

We have then an account of a dismal storm, in 
which they were all likely to perish; and how, at last, 
through the mysterious Providence of God, they all got 
over to Holland, and met together — husbands and wives, 
and children and friends, minister and people. Here, 
for eleven years, they continued in a state of peace and 
comfort, under the ministry of their beloved pastor, 
Mr. Robinson. But various circumstances determin- 
ed them at last to resolve upon removing to America. 
The strongest inducement to which was the desired 
hofie of sfireading the gosfiel of Christy and laying a 
fbundationfor the advancement of religion; and the king" 
dom of Christy in t/ds remote fiart of the world. 

After due deliberation and prayer, it was resolved 
that part of them should go over first, with their pious 
elder, Mr. Brewster; while the major part staid be- 
hind, and their pastor with them. The scene of their ^ 
parting with each other, who were so knit together 
with cordial love, which had been strengthened by mu- 
tual sorrows and distresses, was most affecting. On 
•this occasion they kept a day of humiliation and prayer. 
Mr. Robinson preached to them from Ezra viii. ver. 
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21. "Then I proclaimed a fast there, at the river Ahava^ 
that we might afflict ourselves there before God, to 
seek of him a right way for us, and for our little ones, 
and for all our substance."— ."And now the trying time 
being come, that they must depart, (say the records) 
they were accompanied by most of their brethren out 
of the city, into a town called Half Haven, where the 
ship lay ready to receive them. The next day, the 
wind being fair, they went aboard, their friends acconv- 
panying them. But truly doleful was the sight of that 
sad partinge: jto see what sighes, and sobbes, and pray- 
ers, did sound among them; what tears did gush' from 
every eye, which soe piersed each other's harte, that 
sundrye of the Dutch strangers that stood on the kees, 
as spectators, coulde not refraine from tears. . But the 
tyde callinge them to departe, theire reverend pastorj 
falling downe on his knees, and they all with him, with 
watery cheeks, commended them, with most fervent 
prayers, to the Lord, and his blessinge. And then, 
with mutual embraces and many teares, they took their 
leaves of one another, which proved to be their last 
leave with many of them. Now on they come, all 
alone, a small and feeble band, through contrary storms 
and boisterous seas, late in the year, a terrible winter 
appro?iching, their wives and poor piteous children with 
them, going to a strange land. But the Lord is with 
them and is their guide." 

They arrived at Cape- Cod, November 10,1630, 
and gave thanks to God for their preservation. 

One died on the passage, but another was bom, so 
that the same number arrived in America" which saileil 
from Holland, v/z. 101 souls, 
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NATURAL HISTORY SPIRITUALLY IMPROVED. 

THE LION. 

God, whose wisdom appears in all the infinitely di- 
versified forms of nature, hath inscribed on every crea- 
ture its proper character in marks indelible and une- 
quivocal. Such is particularly the case with the Lion 
whose fiery eye and flowing mane inspire us with awe 
and terror. 

The natural history of this animal is so well known, 
that we shall treat it very cursorily. Its native regions 
are in the interior of Africa, where he reigns 
"Sole montgrch of all he surveys,"' 

few animals ever attempting to dispute with him the 
rig^t of sovereignty. The magnanimous Dr- Vander- 
kemp, among other dangers, has been much among 
these terrible anims^ls. He mentions herds of them, to 
the number of an hundred, whose footsteps he has trac- 
ed in the desert; and from whom -he was preserved, 
in several instances, almost by miracle. It is a gra- 
cious dispensation of Providence, however, that this 
creature, in a great measure, losjs its native courage 
and ferocity as it approaches the haunts of men; and 
is seldom known to make inroads on society, except 
when compelled by extreme hunger. And even when 
individuals of men and beasts have fallen within its 
power, it has been known generously to spare their 
lives, when it has not been in want of food. It is a crea-. 
ture also highly susceptible of grateful impressions. 
for benefits long since received, and may be tamed 
Vol. IV. * 15 
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more easily, if taken young, than many other beasts of 
prey. 

The Scriptures name several kinds of this animal, 
to which it frequently alludes. Jacob blessing Judah, 
compares him, or rather his tribe, to a lion* 9 «iAf//i-— 
a full-grown lion couched down^ i. e. resting in conscious 
security, and (not an old lion, but) a lioness* having , 
young, which makes her more ferocious than the male. 
Job distinguishes Hhe lion (Jrtahy the usual name) the 
fierce," or rather the black (i. e. dark-colored) "lionf 
the young lion — the old (full grown) lion, and the stout 
lion's whelps." The woody parts of the banks of Jor- 
danj are particularly mentioned as the haunts of these 
terrible creatures; and we have repeated instances in 
Scripture of their being used as the instruments of the 
Divine displeasure;§ while on the other hand, when they 
have been employed against his people, he hath shut 
their mouths, as in the case of Daniel, that they might 
not hurt them. Thus the Lord reigns even among the 
savages of the desert. 

The Scriptures frequently make use of the char- 
acter of the lion, as the type of a tyrant and a destroy- 
er. Nero is compared to one; and a greater tyrant 
than even he was, is described as "a roaring lion, seek- 
ing whom he may devour." In one instance, howev- 
er, they take the fairer pan of this animal's character; 
his strength, courage, sagacity, magnanimity, are the 
qualities intended to be conveyed when the great Mes- 
siah is described as "The Lion of the Tribe of Judah;** 

• See Parkliurst f Jo^ »^- 9- !<>• * J«r. xlU. 19. 
$ 1 Kings xiu. 23^ «€, 
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though it is probable also that it may contain an allu-' 
sion to the standard of that tribe, which the Rabins tell 
us was that animal borrowed from the form of the sa- 
cred cherubim, or rather, perhaps, from the blessing of 
the patriarch Jacob. 

It may seem extraordinary that the sacred writers 
should borrow their illustrations from an object so terri- 
ble, when they meant to do honor to their subject; but 
the fact is,they were so full of the glory of the Sayior,that 
they could see no admirable or attracting quality in any 
object in nature, but they applied it to the great object 
of their esteem and veneration. 

Nor is this all; the same Jesus, who is the Savior 
of his people, is tlie Judge of his enemies; and those 
who will not embrace him as the Lamb of God, should 
prepare to meet him as the Lion of the tribe of Judah, 
when the great day of his wrath shall come. <'Now 
consider this, ye that forget God, lest he tear you in 
pieces, and there he none to deliver." 

" Where grace can neither melt normor^. 

The Lamb resents his injur'^l loye; 

Awakes his wrath without delay. 

And Judah's Lion tears the prey.** . Wat Vs. 



THE SLOTH, WITH REFLECTIONS. 

The God of nature, abundant in wisdom, seems to hare 
formed the Sloth, with a design to represent to us, in a 
strong light, the odious and despicable vice which gives 
to the animal its name. It is the most sluggish, and 
fbe most defenceless of all animals; and has, of all oth- 

Jigitized by VjOOQ IC 



176 aospEL treAsu&t. 

•ra the least appeanmce of any thing Biring. Its body 
is short; its head is small; Mid it has scarce any tail. 
The Eastern 31oth (for this of which we now speak is 
a natire of America) has no tail at all. It» Bur is very 
long and thick, and has less the appearance of hair than 
that of any other animal; and from this, as well as the 
color of the far, which is a greyish green, the creature 
appears, on the bough of a tree, when seen there, rather 
Its an excrescence, or a cluster of most^, than as a living 
animal. It is in size, about the bigness of the common 
cat; but its body, when tolerably fed, is thicker. The 
legs are short; the neck also is very short; and Its long 
and thick covering rendei*s it so shapeless to view, that 
it seems only an irregular lump of living matter. Its 
little and remarkably ligly head, stands close between 
the shoulders. The face hath much of the monkey 
^aspect, tlHHigh fi;reatly more unpleasing. It is not of 
the color of uie body, but blackish, and covered over 
with short hair, unlike to that on the rest of the body.' 
Its sma)l atid heavy eyes, are always half shut; and the 
creature has no appearance at all of cars. Its feet are 
flat, and narrower than any other animal whatsoever: 
a plain proof that it was never formed for walking. But 
the claws are very useful for laying hold on the bark of 
a tree, by striking dieep into il. 

Thi# sluggish animal rarely chooses to change its 
place; never, but 'W^hen compelled by absolute necessity. 
As upon the ground, it woukl be a prey to every other 
animal, and liable to many dangers, therefore its place 
of residence is a tree, which it generally selects very 
large and flourishing. Here it is safe from all animals^ 
except those which climb these trees for the birds that 
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voost on them: to these it falls often a sacrifice: but 
liveB grestlj secure from all others. 

It is very remarkable^ that the Sloth dway s ascends 
to the top of a tree^ only baiting as it goes> before it 
begins its devastation. And this is doubtless from th^ 
inBtinctiye guidance of Providence; for was it to begin 
eating upwards, when it had devoured all, it would have 
to climb down a wearisome journey from the top of a 
dead tree; and would be half starved in the attempt. 
But this is not all. The havoc that one single Sloth 
makes on the largest and fairest tree is such, that it is 
easily seen: and this, unless it might happen also from 
accidents, would betray the creature. The Sloth eats 
not only the leaves, but the buds, and the very bark all 
the way as it goes, leaving oiily a dead branch. It 
feeds in the most voluptuous manner, scarcely moving 
otit of its place for many hours together; all the time 
eating, and sluggishly half closing its sleepy eyea. 
As it feeds, the tree decays; but its decay is in the 
course of nature. The dead boughs become more and 
more numerous all the way downwards; ^xid in the end, 
when the creature has ei^<en the last part, of its provis* 
ion;, it is as near the ground as it can be in any part of 
the feeding; and it has nothing to do, but to climb down 
as fast as it can, and crawl to another. But if it be ne- 
cessary to go to any distance from this, there is no won- 
der (so slow and uneasy b its motion,, and so unwieldy 
its shapeless bulk) that, from hty it absolutely becomes 
lean in the expedition. 

When the female is big with young, she climbs 
the trunk of some old tree, in which there is an hollow, 
from some accidental decay, at a distance from the 
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grouad. In this circumstance only, the natural laziness 
•f the creature .doth not get the better of it; but what is 
it which nature omits, when the care of the offspring is 
the object? When the time of her bringing forth ap- 
pro ftch »»y us soon AS she has fixed upon such a hollow 
for depositing her young, she climbs to the yery highest- 
bough of the tree, and there feeds faster than ordinary. 
When the time is rery near, its belly bemg well filled, 
it descends with more than its accustomed haste into 
the hole, to have the yoimg creatures brought forth. 
There are usually two, sometimes three. These are 
to be supported by suckling, till they are able to crawl: 
but the Sloth is aa inhabitant of the hotter parts of 
America, and in those climates creatures acquire this' 
power sooner. It is well that the dam is full fed before 
she retires to the place of her bringing forth; for she is 
to support these young ones by her milk, all this time, 
without being able to get out and cat for her own sup- 
ply. She is round and fleshy when she retires for this 
purpose; but nothing living can be so absolute a skele* 
ton as she is when she comes out. She crawls in, the 
best manner she can, to the lowest branches, which she 
did not strip, that there might be food for the young 
ones. These follow her; and they soon begin to feed 
as she does. The time of bringing forth her young, is 
a period of strange hurry to this animal: it costs her 
two or three joumies up and down the tree, a thing 
that never happens on any other occasion. 

Many and great are the dangers which surround it 
while it is travelling to a new habitation. Whatever 
beast thinks it worth eating, may take it: and if it escape 
these^ it may be trod to death by the step of some of the 
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iarger l^inds. It is naturally, and indeed reasoimblf 
enough, the most timorous of all animals, for it can nei- 
ther fight nor fly. While it is on its journey upon the 
ground, or if it be put there by way of experiocient, the 
treading of an human foot shakes the earth enough to 
put it into terrors. It trembles; the head is turned 
about every way in a moment; and the deformed little 
mouth is opened to cry like a 3roung kitten. The note 
is very plaintive, and very particular. It may be ex- 
pressed by the letters at, ai; and from this some have 
called the creature by the name of ^i. 

Insignificant as this animal is, who yet can help 
observing the special hsmd of a gracious Providence in 
its: formation? Not desigfied for motion, its feet are. 
nevertheless furnished with claws, which enable it to 
- hold fast in that station which is necessary for it. Help- 
less as it is, and liable to a thousand mischances on the 
ground, the Universal Provider hath assigned it a place ' 
of safety, where it finds plenty of food; and as changing 
its place would be uneasy and dangerous, he hath made 
drinking unnecessary to it, from the nature of its food 
and its own constitution. To render it, defenceless as 
it is, the less obnoxious to pursuit, tli^ color wherewith 
the Creator hath clothed it, serves to secure it even 
from view; and the suBazing instinct wherewith it is 
endowed, and which we have remarked, respecting its 
manner of feeding from the^ top to the bottom, abun- 
dantly evinces a designing and directing hand, as well 
as that care of the young, which even stimulates this 
most slothful of creatures to a degree of industry; and 
holds out a lesson to those parents who are so abandon- 
ed and worthless, as to leave their ofl'spring to want 
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and misery; for the wretched gratification of drunken* 
»e8s> idleness, and such shameful vices. 

But while we behold, with pleasure, the traces of 
provident care, even in this creature, let it shew us, as 
in a gl^ss, the despicable, figure of that vice, whence it 
hath its n/UBei and which it so well delineates. The 
sleepy, eating, lazy, worthless, useless animal, which, 
lodged i^on a green branch, would be content never to 
move thfercfrom, so it could there cofitimially be led, eat 
at ease, and slumber at will; and which indeed ^^ei^er 
leaves the branch till it hath destroyed it, axtd th4e is 
compelled to move. This contemptible lump of matter 
well represents to us the man who lives only to eat and 
to drink; to indulge his appetite, to feast his fiesh, to 
dose away his life in sleepy inactivity, and to eons«ime 
himself (his nobler self, his soul) and his substMfce, In 
wretched indolence, and bodily indulgencies. Let him 
but sleep; cram his overcharged stomach; molest not 
his quiet; let him sit still, or saunter about, and yawn, 
and stretch himself, and he is at the v^ry ^nnacte of 
his wishes! useless and unprofitable. Dest thou not 
remember that th<Mi art a man! that thou wast net b»m 
merely to breathe an animal life, fruges conmm^re; not 
merely, slothlike, to eat up the tree upon which thou art 
stationed: thine it is to cultivate that tree. Thou hast 
a soul, and it much behoves thee, by <Mllgent oire^ to 
seek its future welfare: thou art a member of the com- 
munity f and art called upon industriously to M\ up, the 
duties of thy station. Reason and Religion alike de*^ 
mand an exertion of thy Acuities; and, to be a man, 
thou must labor, much more to be a Christian For the 
^ritual life is compared to a warfare, to a journey, to 
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a race! How incompatible then is sloth with Christian- 
ity! and how disgraceful, both to religion and to himself, 
is the character of an idle Christian! 



THE BEAVER, WITH REFLECTfOKS.* 

HavimO) in the preceding article drawn the picture of 
that ugly vice, Idleness, from the Natural History of 
the sloth; in this I shall attempt to delineate Christian 
Diligence, from the Natural History of the Beavers an 
animal, in almost every, respect, the reverse of the for* 
mer. 

The Sacred writers often send us to the brute crea- 
tion for lessons of wisdom and of virtue: "Go to the 
ant, thou sluggard!*' is the advice of Solomon; and for 
the same reason we may say, "Go to the beaver;*' manjr 
of whose habits are not dissimilar to the ant's. 

The beaver is a native of inost of the northern 
parts of Europe and of Asia, but is most plentiful in 
North America; and there is reason to believe, that 
they were formerly found in {Wales, particularly in Car- 
diganshire. The general length of this animal is 
about three feet; and its form ^ick and background. 
Its frcMit teeth are very strong; and it lives chiefly on 
the bark and leaves of trees. Ij^j^ir is very fine, glos- 
sy, and of a chesnut brown, sol^^^es neatly black; 
and is an important article in tH|\j^nufi^cture of hatS) 

The natural sagacity of '^i£^«pjnal is very remark- 
able, especially in i;t8 social hab^; living in an econo- 

* See Baflfba'tKftt. Hist tnd Bingley'i Awmal Biogpraphji toI. 1. 
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tny very similar to human society, and superior to what 
we some^mes see in the savage part of the human spe- 
cies. Capt. G. Cartwright, who resided fourteen years on 
the coast of Labrador, paid particular attention to them, ^ 
and gives the substance of the following account:— 

"The beavers live in general in associated com- 
munities, of two or three hundred; inhabiting dwellings 
which4:hey rdse to the height of six or eight feet above 
the water. They select, if possible, a large pond^ and 
raise their houses on piles, forming them either of a 
circular or oval shape, with arched tops; which giva 
them, on the outside, the appearance of a dome, whilst 
'within they somewhat resemble an oven. The number 
of houses is, in general, from ten to thirty. If they can- 
not find a pond to their liking, they fix on some flat 
piece of ground with a stream running through it. In 
making this a suitable place for their habitations, a 
degree of sagacity and intelligence, of intention and 
memory, is exhibited, nearly equal to that of some part 
of the human race. 

"The first object is fb form a dam. To do this, 
it is necessary that they should stop the stream; and of 
course, that they should know in which direction it 
runs. This seems a very extraordinary exertion of in- 
tellect, for they always do it in the most favorable place 
for their purpose, and never begin at a wrong part. 
They drive stakes, five or six feet long, into the ground, 
in different rows, and interweave them with 
branches of trees, filling them up with clay, stones, 
an$l sand; which they ram so firmly down, that though 
the dams are frequently 100 feet long, Capt. Cartwright 
says, he has walked over them with the greatest safely. 
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These are ten or twelve feet thick at' the base, 
gradually diminishihg towards the top, which is seldom 
more than two or three feet across. They are exactly 
level ^m end to end, perpendicular towards the stream, 
and sloped on the outside, where gi*ass soon grows, and 
renders the earth more united. 

"The houses are constructed with the utmost in- 
genuity, of earth; stones, and sticks cemented together, 
and plastered- on the inside with the greatest neatness 
The waHs are about two feet thick; and tlie floors so 
much higher than the surface of the water, as always 
to prevent them from being flooded. Some of the hou- 
ses have only one floor, whilst otliers have three. The 
number of beavfers in each house is from two to thirty.' 
These sleep on the floor, which is strewed with leaves 
and moss; and each individual is said to have his own 
place. When they form a new settlement, they begin 
to build their houses in the summer; and it costs them 
a whole season to finish the work, and lay in their win- 
ter provisions, which consist principally of bark and 
the tender branches of trees, cut into certain lengths, 
and piled in heaps under the water. The houses have 
each no more than one openings which is under the wa- 
ter, and always below the thickness of the ice. By this 
means they are freed from the effects of frost." 

How truly may we say, the Lord "teacheth the 
beasts of the field I** For what but his wisdom could 
give such sagacity to these animals? Their buildings 
are indeed extraordinary; and it is well worthy of ob- 
servation, that whatever is done by animal sagacity, is 
even more correct than the labors of human skilK 
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*^c makes the spider parallels design, 
Sore as Demoivre, withoat rale or line." 

"At the head of one of the rivers of Loitlsiana, 
where he lived sixteen years as a planter; in a very re- 
tired place, M. Du Pratz found a beaver dam. Not 
far from it, but hidden from their sight, he and his com- 
panions erected their hut, in order to watch the opera- 
tions at leisure. They waited till the moon shone 
pretty bright; and carrying branches of ti^es in jtheir , 
hands, to hide themselves behind, they went with great 
care and silence to the dam. He then ordered one of 
the men to cut, as silently as possible, a gutter, about 
a foot wide, through itvand immediately afterwards to 
run to the hiding-place. * 

"As soon as the water through the gutter began to 
make a noise (says our writer) we heard a beaver come 
from one of the huts and plunge in. We then saw him 
get upon the bank, and distinctly perceived that he 
examined it. He then, with all his force, gave four 
distinct blows with his tail, and immediately the whole 
colony threw themselves into the water and came upon 
the dam. When they were all assembled, one of them 
appeared, by muttering, to issue some kind of orders, 
for they all instantly left the place, and went out on 
the banks of the pond in different directions. Those 
nearest to us were between oi^r station and the dam; 
and therefore we could observe their operations very 
plainly. Some of them formed a kind of mortar; oth- 
ers carried this on their tails, which served as sledges 
for the purpose. I observed that they put themselves 
two and two; and that each of these loaded the^ other 
They trailed the mortar, which v^s pretty stiffi quite 
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to the dam, where others were stationed to take it; 
these put it into the gutter, and rammed it down with 
blows of their tails. 

"The noise of the water soon ceased, and the breach 
•was completely repaired. One of the beavers then 
struck two blows with his tail, and instantly they all 
look to the water without any noise, and disappeared/' 

What an admirable lesson is here of Christian 
watchfulness and Christian diligence! What zeal, what 
activity, what caution, do these sagacious animals dis- 
cover! The beginning of "all sin," as well as strife, "is 
like the letting out of water;" but were we as wise as 
these creatures; how anxious should we be to discover 
and to stop every inlet of temptation! and how diligent 
to repair every damage introduced by sint 

Let the watchmen upon the walls of Zion learn a 
useful lesson from this animal. Instead of making 
breaches in her walls, by hostilities among themselves* 
let them ever be on their guard to heal those made by 
the common enemy. 

What a lesson of subordination have we also here! 
Nature teaches them the necessity of government to the 
very being of society; instead, therefore, of contending 
who shall rule, they emulate each other in promptitude 
of obedience. 

The next day after the before -re cited circumstan- 
ces, to gratify a cruel curiosity, M. Du Pratz relates, 
he shot one of these admirable creatures, and, by the re- 
port of his fire-arms,drove the others to seek shelter in the 
woods; which gave him and his party full opportuiirty 
^o examine the structure of their habitation, and their 
stores; of which he gives the following account: 
Vol. IV. * 16 
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Under one of the houses he found fifteen pieces 
4)f wood; with the bark in part gnawed off, apparently 
intended for food: and round the middle of this house, 
which formed a passage for them to go in and out at, 
he found no less than fifteen different cells. These 
habitations were made by posts placed slanting upwards 
to a point; and in the middle was the floor, resting firm- 
ly on notches in the posts. 

tierc we see the Beaver, like the Ant, is taught 
economy as well as industry; and to provide, while the 
season permits, against the severe fr«st which £ftsteii8 
them within their habitations, and prevents their seek- 
ing more. Surely, this should remind us of that im- 
portant maxim of our Divine Master, to <* work while i£ is ^ 
day,*' because "the night cometh, when no man can 
workl" 

The harmony in which these creatures live, with 
one common stock of provisions, is another useful les- 
son for us, both as men and as Christians. <<Behold, 
how good and pleasant it is for brethren to dwell togeth-* 
er in unity l" 

It is remarkable, however, that there are some 
Beavers who live in solitary holes by themselves, and 
lire called Hermits; whether these have been crossed 
in their affections; or are in a state of widowhood, or 
wj^ther they have for some crime been banished 
from, their colony, is unknown; but as they are all dia-^ 
tinguished by a black mark, called a saddle, upon their 
backs, it should rather seem, they are son^what differ- 
ent in their species. 

They bring forth their young towards the. end of 
June, and generally have two at a time, which are, nine 
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times out often, a male and a female. These continue 
with their parents till they are full three years old; 
when they pair off, and form houses for. themseWes. 
If, however, they are undisturbed, and have plenty of 
provisicHis, they remain with the old ones, and thus 
form a double society. 

We cannot wonder that such sociable aniipals ^s 
the Beavers are, should also exhibit great attachment 
to each other. Two young ones that were taken alive, 
and brought to a factory in Hudson's Bay, were pre- 
served for some time^ and throve very fast, till one of 
them was killed by an accident. The survivor instantly 
felt the loss, and abstained from food till it died. 

Instances have occurred of Beavers having been 
perfectly domesticated. Major Roderfort, ©f New 
Yoils, related to Professor Kalm that, he had a tame 
Beaver above half a year in his house where he went 
about, quite loese, like a dog. The Major gave him 
bread, and sometimes fish, of which he was very gree- 
dy. As much water was put into a bowl as he wanted. 
All the rags and soft things he could meet with, he 
dragged into the corner where he was accustomed to 
sleep, and made a bed of them. The cat in the house, 
having kittens, took possession of his bed; and he did 
not attempt to prevent her. When the cat went out, 
the Beaver often took the kitten that was preserved, 
between his fore-paws, and held it to his breast to warm 
it, and seemed to doat upon it. As soon as the cat re- 
turned he always gave her the kitten again. Some- 
tinies he grumbled; but never did any harm, nor at- 
tempted-to bite. 
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Similar instances of attachment, apparently uu* 
natural, have been often observed among the brute cre- 
ation; but the pnncipal circumstance which seems to 
render this account doubtful is, Captain Cartwiight as- 
serts, the Beaver will not eat either fish or any animal 
food. The contrary has been asserted, however, by 
Buffon; and perhaps both assertions may be founded in 
fact, as it relates to different species, or in different 
drcumstances. It is even possible, that a domesticated 
animal may be taught to love food, for which, in its 
wild state, it had no relish. 

Such instsmces of extraordinary friendship and af- 
fection among different species of the brute creation, 
should at least teach us humanity and gentleness to 
them. **A merciful man is merciful to his beast." 
And cruelty is so far from being compatible with Chris- 
tianity, that it sinks a man below the dignity of his species; 
yea, there is no animal in the creation that is so brutish. 

I would only add, that the Beaver is also a most 
useful creature. Its skin is so important an article of 
commerce, that the hunting of it is a profession; and 
the Hudson Bay Company have sold above 50,000 skins 
at one sale. Its flesh is esteemed good for food; and 
besides, the inguinal glands of these animals generally 
produce two ounces of castor, a mediqal substance, 
the value of which is well known. And does not Prov- 
idence, in making the creatures thus valuable to us, 
teach us how we should make ourselves valuable to 
each other? Man is estimated in society as he makes 
bimself useful by industry, economy, and benevolence: 
a Christian is most valuable, who, in addition to these 
virtues, studies the^ good of all around nim, and is, like 
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Abraham, ati advocate with God for the salvation of 
mankind. 



THE ICHNEUMON, WITH REFLECTIONS. 

The Divine Psalmist tells us, that "The works of God 
are sought out, of all them that have pleasure therein:'* 
and-such discoveries must be doubly sweet, when, in 
addition to the gratification of our innocent curiosity, as 
it respects thp works of Nature, we are enabled to dis- 
cover traces of the Divine wisdom and goodness in 
their formation and economy; and it is assuredly our 
own &ult if these escape us in any individual subject of 
inquiry. 

The Ichneumon is a native of Egypt, Barbary, and 
the Cape of Good Hope. Its length, from the tip of the 
nose to the end of the tally is from twenty-four to for- 
ty-two inches, of which the tail takes near the half. Its 
color is pale reddish grey, each hair being mottled with 
brown or mouse color. The eyes are of a bright red, 
the ears almost naked, small and rounded, and the nose 
long and slender. The tail is very thick at the base, 
from whence it gradually tapers almost to a point, where 
it is slightly tufted. The hair is hard and coarse; and 
the legs are short. 

In Egypt, the Ichneumon is considered as one of 
the most useful and inestimable of animals; being an 
inveterate enemy to the serpents, and other noxious 
reptiles, which infest the neighborhood of the torrid 
zone. It attacks, without dread, that most fatal of ser- 
pents, the C^bra di Caficlloy or Hooded Snake; and, 
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when it receives a wound in the combat, instantly re- 
hires, and is said to obtain an antidote from some herb; 
after which it returns to the attack, and seldom fails of 
victory. It is a great destroyer of the eggs of croco- 
dileS) which it digs out of the sand; and even kills mul- 
titudes of the young of those terrible creatures. It Was 
for this reason that the ancient Egyptians ranked the 
Ichneumon among their deities. 

It is sometimes domesticated, and kept in houses in 
India and Egypt, where it is found more useful than a 
cat in destroying vermin. It is easily tamed, is very'ac- 
. tivc, and springs vHith great agility on its prey. Jt will 
glide along the ground like a serpent, as if without 
feet. Sometimes it sits up like a squirrel, and eats 
with its fore feet; catching any thing that is flung to 
it. It is a great enemy to poultry; and vrill feign itself 
dead till Uiey come within its reach. It is said to be 
extremely skilful in seizing the serpents by the throat, 
in such a manner as to avoid receiving any injury. 
Lucan has beautifuly described the address of this ani;^ 
mal in conquering the Egyptian asp: — 

^Thas of% th' Ichneumon, on the banks of Nile, 
loYadesthe deadly Aspic by a vile, 
mite artfully his slender tail is plaj'd. 
The serpent darts upon the dancing shade; 
Then, turning on the foe, with swif^ surprizci 
Full on the throat the nimble seizer flies. 
The gasping snake expires beneath the wound; 
His guying jaws with pois^ndus floods abound. 
And shed the fruitless mischief on the ground.'^ 

I had (says Mi d'Obsonville) an Ichneumon very 
young, which I brought up: I fed it at first with milk; 
and afterwards with baked meat, mixed with rice. It 
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soon became even tamer than a cat; for it came when 
called, and followed me, though at liberty, into the 
country. 

One day I brought to him a small water serpent 
alive; being desirous to know how far his instinct would 
carry him against a being with which he was hitherto 
totally unacquainted. His first emotion seemed to be 
astonishment mixed with anger, for his hair became 
erect; but, in an instant after, he slipped behind the 
reptile, and, with a remarkable swiftness and agility, 
leaped upon its head, seized it, and crushed it between 
his teeth. This essay, and new aliment, seemed to 
have awakened in him his innate and destructive vorac- 
ity, which, till then, had given way to the gentleness 
he had acquired &om his education. I had about 
my house several curious kinds of fowls; among which 
he had been brought up, and which, till then, he had 
suffered to go and come unmolested and unregarded: 
but, a few days after, when he found himself alone, he 
strangled them every one, ate a little, and, as appeared^ 
had drank the blood of^two. 

In a wild state, the Ichneumon is said principally 
to frequent the banks of rivers; and, in times of flood, 
to approach the higher grounds and inhabited places, 
in quest of prey. It is reported to swim and dive oc- 
casionally, in the manner of an otter, and to continue 
beneath the water for a great length of time. Its voice 
is very soft somewhat like a murmur; and, unless it is 
struck or irritated, it never exerts it. When it sleeps^ 
it folds itself up like a ball; and is not easily awaked. 

These animals are short-lived, but grow very rap- 
idly. In temperate climates, they cannot, without great 
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difficulty^ be either reared or prcscrted. Whatever 
eare betaken, the frost incommodes them; and they 
generally fall a victim to the change. 

In the history of rapacious animals, nothing is 
more observable than the economy of Divine Provi- 
dence; which, while it gives existence to millions of 
this class of being, by implanting antipathies against 
each c^er, prevents the inordinate increase of any one 
species, preserves an equilibrium among them, and 
prevents the destruction of either, and especially of 
mankind. But our design, in the insertiort of articles 
of this nature, is, not merely to convey natural inform-, 
ation, but also to lead the ideas of our readers to sub- 
jects more spiritual and important. 

The first reflection occurring to a spiritual mind^ 
on the perusal of the above account, will arise from the 
natural enmity betweens the Ichneumon and the Ser- 
pent; and the dexterity of the former in the destruction 
of the latter. How forcibly does this bring to recol- 
lection the first great mystic promise of salvation, giv- 
€h in Paradise: "I will put enmity between thee and tiie 
woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall 
bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.** 

The wonderful instinct of the animal, in flying to 
its antidote, suggests also to the Christian, a very useful 
hint in all his engagements with his subtle enemyr— 
to fly to the only tree which ^ antidotes his venom, and 
heals the wounds of conscience: ^The accursed tree 
has blessings in it;'* a^ the very leaves of it are saluta- 
ry to the nations of the redeemed. 

The serpent, we may farther remark, though tiie 
most sagacious of the brute creation, is yet vulnerable 
In its head; so that^ among animals, as amo^g mankind , 
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i^The wise are taken in their own craftiness;" and this 
renlark is as fully applicable to the Old Serpent, the 
Devil, as to any of the venomous generation. 

Lastly, The anecdote related by M. d'Obsonville 
suggests another lesson. The powers of education may 
go far to civilization, accompained by an obliging tem- 
per, may be mistaken for the effects of grace; but let 
the suitable temptation come, without grace to resist 
it, and, like the ferocious disposition of the Ichneumon, 
^e depravity erf human nature instendy appears. 



THE INDUSTRY OF THE AKT IMPROVED. 

The wise man, who was a great natural' philosopher, 
directs us, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, to 
observe the Ant, which is indeed a curious creature, 
well worthy of our notice. The head is large,adomed with 
twa horns,, each having twelve joints; its eyes are pro- 
tuberant and pearled; it has jaws indented like a saw 
with seven little teeth, which exactly correspond, open- 
ing sideways very wide, so that it can grasp and cany 
bodies of four times its own bulk and weight* The 
head, breast, and belly, or tail, are joined to each other 
by a very slender ligament. The tail is furnished with 
a sting, from which it emits, when pro^^Dked, a poison- 
tms liquid, which occasions pain and swelling. 

Upon opening an ant-hill, we may perceive these 
busy creatures carrying in their mouths, and securing 
with great solicitude, small whitish bodies, usually call- 
ed their eggs, but which are, in fact, ants in theii aure^^ 
4m ntaecj each encompassed with an integument of its 
Vol.. IV. \7 ' n \ 
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own Spinning. The pai^ents's concern for these is so 
strong, that when alarmed, they instantly run away with 
them; and will sooner die than leave them. 

Every ant's nest has a strait hole leading into it, 
about the depth of half an inch; which afterwards runs 
sloping downwards to the public magazine, where the 
grains they collect are stored up; to prevent the growth 
ef which, they bite out the germ^n or bud. This is 
their constant practice; and if their com be examined, 
no bud will be found in it, nor will it grow if sown in 
the earth. There is another inconvenience, however, 
which Uiey have a curious method of preventing. Were 
the grain to continue in a moist place under ground, it 
would rot, and be unfit for their food. They therefore 
gather 8i;na]l particles of earth which they bring out of 
their holes, and place them in a heap to dry in the sun. 
They next bring out their grain in the same manner to 
dry it; but this they never do, unless the weather be 
clear and the sun hot; but when both are favorable, they 
perform it almost every day. 

A gentleman once found a nest of ants in a box of 
earth, placed out of a two pair of stairs window, from 
which they made excursions both upwards to the top 
©f the ^ouse, where some com lay in a garret, and 
downwards into a garden, that was overlooked by the 
window. Notwithstanding this great distance, none of 
them ever returned empty, but each brought a grain of 
wheat or oats, a small seed, or even a particle of dry 
earth, if nothing else could be got. Sonie travelled 
to the end of the garden, and with prodigious labor, 
brought heavy loads from thence. It required four 
hours to effect this work; so that a poor ant seemed to 
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labor as hard as a man who should carry a heavy load 
twelve miles a day. 

' The pains they took to carry grains of com up a 
wall to the second story, climbing all the way with their 
head downwards, must be exceeding great. Their 
weariness appeared, by their frequent stopping at the 
most convenient places; and some appeared so fatigued, 
that they could not reach their journey's end: in which 
case, it was common to see the strongest ants, which 
had carried home their load, come down again, and help 
them. Sometimes they were so unfortunate, as to fall 
down together with their burdens, when just in sight , 
of home; but when this happened, they seldom lost 
their corn, but carried it up again. One has been ob- 
served to fall in this manner three times successively, 
yet she never let go her hold, but renewed the attempt; 
till at last, her strength utterly failing, she was obliged 
to stop, and another ant assisted her to carry home her 
load to the public stock.* 

How wonderful is the sagacity of these little crea- 
tures! How commendable their care, diligence, and 
labor! How generous their assistance of each other, 
their public virtue, which is never neglected for the 
sake of pl'ivate interest! But O, how wonderful is the 
God who formed these curious creatures, and from 
whom all their sagacity proceeds! Wlmt a lesson do 
they teach us! and what a reproof do they give us! 
well expressed by that sweet singer of Israel, Dr. Watts: 

* Some Englisli naturalists deny that ants form any magazine of 
prpyisions for winter in tbat elimate; but admit it may be true in other 
eoontries. 
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^ke little Aots for one poor gram. 
Labor, and tag, and stride. 
Bat we, who have a heav'n t* obtain* 
How negligent we live!" 



THE RaE. CANTICLES H. 17. 

It is no reflection on our translators, to say that they 
were, in some instances, mistaken, especially in names 
and circumstances, which were in their time very im- 
perfectly known; but have since been more accurately 
ascertained. It is now, I believe, pretty generally ad- 
mitted, that the animal above alluded to, is npt the roc 
(which is foreign to that climate) but the antelope, or 
rather gazelle^ by the Hebrews called the zahu^ 

Buffon, who has ccmsulted all the best authoritieS| 
gives us the following particulars on this subject: "The 
gazette is about the size of the fallow deer, which k 
also resembles in the textute of its coat; but its color 
is a reddish brown. Its horns are curiously bent and 
annulated, permanent, but not solid; and it has a tufl 
of hairs on its fore legs." 

These <:reatures divide the hoof, and are therefore 
clean, according to the Jewish law; and their flesh is 
so much esteemed for food, that they composed a part 
of the daily provisions for Solomon's household.! They 
are gregarious, generally going in flocks; but very 
shy, and so swift of foot, that they cannot be tak^ in 
hunting without the assistance of the falcon. They 
often graze upon the plain at night; but return to their 

• See Dr. Shaw's Ti-avels, p, 414, &c. 
t 1 Kinga iv. 23. 
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native mountains (at least the species we are describ- 
ing) early in the morning. 

The eyes of this creature are so remarkably full, 
bright, and piercing, that the Turkish and Arabian 
poets frequently allude to them, in complimenting their 
fair ones.* 

So much for the natural Iiistory of this animal. 
But why is the great Redeemer represented under this 
metaphor? Without descending to minuteness, or 
multiplying particulars, I will suggest two or three 
points of resemblance. 

1. The amiable qualities of the gazelle^, such as 
cleanness, gentleness, modesty, &c. (which very much 
resemble those of the Lamb) give us the outline of his 
character, who was ^'holy, harmless, undefiled, and sep- 
arate from sinners." 

^ 2. Christ's defenceless state, and exposure to per- 
secution and death, point us to "the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sins of the world." 

3. But its swiftness seems a principal circumstance 
here alluded to, as representing the alacrity and readi^ 
ness with which our gracious Redeemer came down 
from heaven for the salvation of his elect; and the 
promptitude with which he still comes, in seasons of 
difficulty or distress^ to the assistance of individual be- 
lievers. ^ 

"O'er hills of guilt, and seas of grief, 
• He leaps, he flies, for our relief" 

• Sir W, Jones's Persian Grata, p. 71. 

Vol. IV. * 17 
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THS FOX, OR JACKALL. 



Many circumstances have led to the suspicion, that the 
fox mentioned in the Scriptures, was of a different spe- 
cies from those in Europe, and particularly in England. 
Those foxes, for instance, are not gregarious; but those 
of Palestine are described, as going in troops (whence 
Sampson caught 300 of them) as remarkably ravenous, 
and destroying every thing before them. Now by the 
accounts of eastern travellers, the jackall (or chacal} 
answers exactly to these characters; and as the true 
fox is very rarely seen in those countries, there can be 
little or no doubt but the jackall is the animal called in 
the Old Testament nhual^ in the New, «Aot*iS, an<^ in 
both rendered fox. 

The jackall, however, is of two species, commonly 
distinguished as larger and smaller; the latter of which 
is called by Buffon and others, the jackall adive; and 
bears the nearest resemblance to the fox, being about 
the same size aiid color. Perhaps both kinds may be 
alluded to by the author of Canticles:* "Take for us the 
foxes (or jackalls) the little foxes (or jackalls adivej 
that destroy the vines;** the latter chiefly infesting the 
gardens and the vineyards. 

Thev^not mentions large troops of these animals; 
and Sampson caught 300 of them in wheat-harvest (that 
being the season when they are most plentiful;) and 
tying them tail to tail, with firebrands between them, 
aent them into the cornfields and vineyards of the Phir 

f Ckap ii. 15, 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



GOSPEL TREASUET. 199 

listincs;* where they love to run, and where they must 
do immense damage in that dry season, when the east- 
ern herbage will catch like tinder, and blaze like tow. 

Ezekiel compares the false prophets of Israel to * 
foxes, i. €. jackalls in the deserts, where they make a 
great noise, chattering and iK>wling, and devour every 
thing that comes within their reach.f So these impos- 
tors were continually prating, "The Lord saith," and 
"Thus saith the Lord," when he had not- spoken by 
them; and, instead of "healing the breaches of the peo- 
ple," were like the jackalls,. especially the larger sort, 
who broke down the fences, and destroyed the hedges. 
The Psalmist, speaking of his enemies,! says, 
"They shall be a portion ior foxes:'* vrhich exactly 
agrees with the character of the l*ger jackalls, who, 
according to the accounts of travellers, tear up the 
graves and devour the putrid bodies; whence the in- 
habitants love to bury deep, or in the lower parts of the 
earth. 

Our Lord compares Herod to a foxy as the text is 
commonly understood; but the jackall is a much juster 
emblem of a tyrant, as being equally artful and insidi- 
ous, but more cruel and blood thirsty. But does not 
this sound extremely harsh from the lips of the Lamb 
of God? Let it be remembered, he spake in his public 
character, and as one having authority. He was the 
Great Prophet of the church, and Herod was a perse- 
cutor. He was the true King of Israel, and Herod was 
- an usurper. The Lamb of God is also the Lion of the 
tribe of Judah. 

• Jadgea xr. 4^ 5, t E*^ x"^- ♦• ^ ^*^ lxiu.lC^ 
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ADDRESS TO A MOTH DESTROYED BY A CANDLE. 

Let me, poor victiin, from thy fate, 

A grateful lesson learn. 
While I contrast thy mournful state 

With mine, a fellow worm. 

A creature thou, no more am I: 

One God created both. 
Who holds me here has bid thee die, 

Alas, my brother moth! 

Thy deadly foes too, foes to me. 

Closely pursue me still; 
And in thy dreadful end I see 

My own^ if I*d my will. 

Benighted reason dimly kens 
Mount Sinai's awful blaze, 
. f Awhile instinct and misjudging sense 

Incline me lo its rays. 

Once courting hell with ev'ry breath. 

Each day I flutter'd nigh'r; 
iHover'd around the specious death, 

Nor dream'd, like thee, 'twas fire. 

Thus far, po<rr fellow flutterer. 

Our kindred fortunes run; ^ 
'Tis grace, my soul, divides us here: 

Then say what grace has done! 

A blood-ting'd beam from Calvary 

WTihsweet coercion came, , 
Clefl the deep gloom, engag'd my eye, ^ 

And drew me from the fiame. 
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Soft whispers bade me, "Fke the fire;** 

And this my dawning sun 
Would carry on, as he rose high'r. 

The change he had begun. 

Thus undeceived by soy^reign grace* , 

By grace empow'r'd to flee, 
I'd shew to all that Savior's face» 

So freely shewn to me. 

As once to thee, to all I'd cry, 

"Behold the open door:** 
"Turn ye. Oh turn' why will ye dieJ" 

But I can do no more* 

As neither window open thrown* 
Nor warning voice could bring 

That day which could attract alone 
Thy self-devoted wingj 

So vain my voice, my efforts vain, 

Till Jesus deigns to shine; 
Who says, "ye must be bom again," 

Declares the work divine. 



THE SEASONS. 

ON WINTER. 

Fond man, 
Behold thy pictur'd life! pass some few yeavs^ 
Thy ftow'ry spring, thy ardent summer, thy 
Sober autumn fading into age; and 
Pale eonoluding winter eomes at last 
And shuts the scene! 

So sung one of the sweetest British bards: and shall he 
sing^ in vain? Ah no; let us in contemplating the pres-* 
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cnt gloomy season, lift up our hearts to the God of mer- 
cy, and beg his assistance to keep our souls from cold- 
ness and barrenness. Cheerless is the winter, but let 
not our hearts be cheerless; for in winter was the God 
of our salvation bom: perhaps to shew us when in the 
depth of affliction, when we blindly think that all things 
are against us, and when all hope of being saved is lost, 
that we have an all-wise £U\d an almighty Savior; but 
his ways are not our ways, nor his thoughts as our 
thoughts. The north wind blows bleak; black looks 
the atmosphere; all Nature seems to lower; all Nature 
fleems to frown! If winter wears so unpleasing an as- 
pect to those who are in plenty, what must it wear to 
the houseless child of want! W^at must be the feelings 
of that mother who has neither warmth nor food to im- 
part te her children? What the sensations of that 
man who, through the hardness of the times, cannot 
procure bread for his family! Ah, my friends, that 
mother's feelings are as exquisitely formed for mater- 
nal sensibility as your own: that man's heart is as aflFec- 
tionate as the fondest father's, the tenderest husband's: 
and shall such 

"Solicit the cold hand of Charity! 
**To shock OS more,— solicit it in vain!" 

I know the hand of the Christian is open: the heart 
of the philanthropist expands at human misery. But 
O, ye sons of festive mirth; ye daughters of thoughtless 
gaiety, can you exclude all feelings froin your hearts as 
easily as you do the cold from your habitations! When 
you sit in plenty, surrounded by every elegance, eveii 
to luxuriance, can you wish to think of the poor? 
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You feel not the northern blast, you feel not the 
chill of poverty; but hundreds of the children of God 
feel it: and this commandment have we from him, "that 
he who loveth God, love his brother also," John iv. 21. 

<(But little think the gay licentious throng 
Whom pleasure, pomp, and a£Biuence surround. 
Ah, little think they, at they danoe along, 
Ho^ many feel this very moment death, 
* And all the sad variety of woe!" 

Thompson. 

But though they feel not the inclemency of 
winter skies, they will one day feel tlie chill hand of 
death. It will be vain then to wish they had their time 
again. With what horror will they then recollect these 
words— -For "with the same measures that ye mete 
withal, it shall be measured to you again!" 

Then while life is lent, be emulous of the god-like 
virtue of diffusing to others the blessings and comforts 
you enjoy. 

This gloomy season is a proper emblem of our 
natural state by sin— as the succeeding spring is of our 
conversion arid renovation by grace Divine. " Then we 

may say with the Church, "The winter is past, — the 

« 
rain is over, and gone." To those who have experi- 
enced this happy change, all the successive seasons are 
full of mercy; and they can see the bounteous hand of 
their God in all the varieties of the revolving year. 
The grace of Christ in tlie heart, and the blood of 
atonement sprinkled on the conscience, will give joy in 
the midst of Nature's gloom, and peace amidst all her 
tempests. 
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Though the present season is gloomy and freez- 
ing, and Nature seems inanimate, let not the freezing 
influence extend to our hearts. But O, that zeal and 
love may enkindle in our bosDms9 and di^>lay itself in 
love to God and man: remembering these words of our 
Lord, ^For as much as ye did it imto the least of these 
.my brethren, ye did it unto me.'* 

God will restore wfaait yoa resigOy 
Or grant you bleaiings more divine. 



LINES WRITTEN AT THE CLOSE OF THE YEAR. 

Br Jtr, COWPERy ESSi. 

Thankless for favors from on high, 

Man thinks he fades too soon! 
Tho* 'tis his privilege to die. 

Would he improve the boon. 

Bat he, not wise enough to scan 

His best concerns aright. 
Would gladly stretch life's little span 

To ages— if he might. 

To ages! in a world of pain. 

To ages! where he goes, 
Gall'd by Affliction's heavy chain, 

And hopeless of repose. 

. ~ r 

Strange fondness of the human heart, 

Enamor'd of its harm! 

Strange world, that costs it so much 8ma^> 

And yet has pow'r to charm. 

Whence has the world its magic pow'i-t 
Why deem we death a foe? 
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Recoil from weary life's |>est hour. 
And court a longer woe? — 

The cause is conscience — Conscience oft 

Her tale of guilt renews; 
Her voice is forcible, tho* soft; 

And dread of death ensues. 

Then anxious to be longer spar'd, 

Man mourns his fleeting breath; 
All evil then seems light, compar'd 

With the approach of death! 

'Tis judgment shakes him! there's the fear 

That prompts his wish to stay; 
He has incurr'd a long arrear. 

And must despair to pay! 

Pay! Follow Christ, and all is paid, 

His death your peace ensures; 
Think on the grave where he was laid, 

And calm descend to yours. 



But when shall sfiring visit the mouldering urn? 
Oh, when shall it bloom on the night cf the grave? 

Ah! Cease from complaining, the moment is nigh. 
When Death, the gi*eat monarch, for ever shall die! 
When Nature's fair seasons no more shall return, 
O then shall Spring visit the mouldering urn! 
Then Heaven's brightest Sun shall resplendently rise. 
Dissolve this fair fabric of earth and of skies; 
From silence and darkness triumphantly save, 
And gloriously shine on the night of the grave ? 
Vol. IV. 18 
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ON THE SPRING. 



All liuil, delightful season! thy approach seems to 
gladden every heart, and breathe new life into every 
bosom! before thy presence the shadows fly, the -win- 
try glooms recede, and the whole face of Nature puts 
on a cheerful smile. The little hills and fruitful vales 
rejoice, the forest glows with renewed verdure, and 
the gardens and orchards array themselves in their 
gayest attire and most variegated tints; while the sweet 
songsters of the woodlands warble forth their liveliest 
notes, as if to testify their joy at thy appearance. De- 
lighted, I wander amidst this profusion of beauties; 
and to Reason's ear each seems to whisper as I pass 
along, "In me behold the wisdom, power, and good- 
ness of the adorable Creator; and let me be a channel 
through which thy thoughts may ascend to him with 
mingled emotions of gratitude, admiration, and love!" 

How reviving are the warm and'invigorating beams 
of the sun! No longer obscured by unwholesome mists 
and floating vapors, it appears to have acquired fresh 
splendor, and to shine with brighter lustre than ever! 
How can we enough magnify the Power that at first 
formed, and still preserves that immense luminary! and 
so amply supplies it with light and heat, thut, although 
it has been constantly emitting both for nearly 6000 
years, it still remains unexhausted and unimpaired! 
What should we do without it? Were there no sun 
our fields and meadows would be barren, our lakes 
stagnant, our world a continual scene of darkness and 
dismal gloom, and our lives, if indeed we could live at 
all. mi»lancholv and comfortless! Let us then hail the 
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resplendent planet to which we are so greatly indebtedt 
Rather, let us adore the exalted Being who commis- 
sioned that planet to confer upon us so many benefits, 
and of whose glory its most effulgent lustre is but a 
faint emanation! 

But there is another Luminary of far greater im- 
portance to the moral world; a brighter Sun, whose 
beams irradiate the soul, and infuse gladness into the 
heart of the believer, in whose light we see light; and 
who is the grand source, the inexhaustible Repository 
of spiritual life, health, and joy! O thou Divine Sun of 
Righteousness! bright image of thy Father's glory! 
shine into my bosom^ and let mc feel the full efficacy 
of thy vivifying influence! dissolve the ice that chills 
my affections, and let them flow forth in lively ardor 
towards thy blessed self! dispel the mists that darken 
my understanding, and enable me clearly to see, and 
distinctly to comprehend the beauties of thy person 
and the excellencies of thy gospel! and, O let thine 
enlivening rays, in conjunction with the gentle gales of 
the celestial Spirit, cause the spices to flow forth, and 
the plants of grace to grow and flourish in my soul, 
that it may become, in some measure, a suitable hab- 
itatioD} in which my Lord may condescend to take up 
his constant residence! 

I shall be enabled to look forward with triumphant 
expectation to another, a far more glorious and de-^ 
lightful spring, when this body, after having lain for a 
time in the cold and dreary regions of the grave, shall 
awake up in the likeness of my ever blessed Redeem- 
er; and rise to join its former companion in the bliss- 
ful realms of life and immortality! Then shall no chill- 
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ing damps, no wintry storms, no gloomy nights, be 
ever known again; but soul and body re-united, shall 
enjoy a cloudless day, a perpetual spring, an uninter- 
rupted sunshine for ever and ever! What shall be my 
chief delight in those climes of bliss? O, my ever- 
blessed Jesus, among all the enchanting representa- 
tions which are given in thy word of the employments 
oT that happy state, none appears to me half so desira- 
ble as that of lying low at thy feet, glorifying thy name, 
and ascribing all my salvation to thy free grace and dy- 
ing love! Crowns, sceptres, and kingdoms; streets 
paved with gc^d, and walls of precious stones, have but 
few attractions for me; but to behold thy smiles, to 
gaze on thy beauty, to hea^ thy gracious words, and to 
serve thee without any mixture of imperfection or 
weariness for ever! This, this is life eternal! this is 
beaven and happiness indeed! 



ODE TO MAY. 

Hail! loveliest of thy sister train 
Of months that dance around our sphere,. 

Thy sweet return I g^eet again, 
And welcome thee with heart sincere: . 

With jocund voice thy praise I singi 

Fairest of months^ and CJuecn of Spring!. 

The fields, beneath thy sky serene. 
Now coats of loveliest verdure wear. 

Late russet hills are clad in g^een. 
The groves with foliage thick appear. 

And flowers of various hues adorn 

The vales, and blossoms deck the thotn,. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



GOSPEL TREASURY. 209 

The gardens, like a btboming bride 
Just ready for the bridegroom's arms; 

SUnd deck'd in all their" flow'ry pride- 
In all the lovely Flora's charms. 

And to th* enraptur'd eye convey 

The captivating power of May. 

, The feather'd songsters of the grove. 

In notes melodious, loudly sing^ 
And fill with harmony and love 

The blooming bosom of the Spring; 
Whilst buzzing insects join the lay. 
And welcome the return of May, 

The numerous herds in merry mood 

Now gambol o*er the flowVy plain. 
Now clip with joy the balmy food. 

And triumph in thy pleasing reign: 
Reptiles too feel themselves grow strong, 
And gamesome creep the earth along. 

Nor idle are the finny brood. 

They skim with joy the liquid way. 
And as they glide along the flood 

Grow vigorous from the beams of May; 
They sport upon the cascade's sidej 
Then dance adown its foaming tide. 

Lo!^ all creation smiles around. 

Enamored of thy gentle sway; 
Hills, valleys, flocks, and birds resound 
Thy charms— O ever blooming May? 
. And the high pruse of God benign. 
Who gave thy sun serene to shine. 

Thus, while the various creatures pay 
The grateful tribute of their love. 

Vol. IV. • 18 
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Let mortals join the heavenly lay; 

The whole angelic host above 
Will listen to the song divine, 
And, pleas'd, in the grand chorus joinv 

O Jesus! string my unstrung lyre, 
Infuse into my soul thy grace. 

Fill me with that seraphic fire 

Which burns in them who see thy face ? 

The fire of love, which shall survive 

The wreck of worlds, and ever live. 

Then of Jehovah's pow'r I'll sing. 
Who spreads abroad the wintry skies. 

Causes the blooming sweets of spring. 
And summer's rip'ning grain to rise; 

And gives to autumn all his store, 

And life to me who now adore. 



TO THE SWALLOW, 

A SONNET. 

Ibid the* welcome, herald of the spring; 

Well pleas'd to trace thy many-circling flight: 
If not ©nc twitt'ring bird may summer bring. 

Let not our northern cq^id yo^rraee afi^gfit. 
Say, if from soutl^n^cliflBiQi thy weafy,^.w3ng 

Has born tb^j vqyi^c, throH^^liithe trac}dess air? 
Or, do your Xr&ft^ to roclEf in. clfijtters ding! 

Spend you in po^ theni^bsef Wxntear drjsar? 
Or, torpid, do yp^ido^e ,tbe miqtntlui: away?* 

Where, curious man, that traces worlds on high, 

•Referring to the dlflferent hypotheses -of plH^osophers re- 
tpecting swaUows.- 
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And tells the stars that glitter in the sky,— - 
Where Swallows pass the Winter cannot say. 
Philosophy inquires in vaii\. — I ask no more. 
Your silence bids me Nature's God adore! 



THE LITTLE SHEPHERD BOY. 

Once more I quit my winter bow'r. 

And hasten pleaa'd away. 
While sweet content crowns ey^ry hoiir« 

And brightens all the day. 

Onward I trip with cheerful apee 

To yonder smiling plain, . 
And whistling with my tuneful ited, 

I call my fleecy train. 

My little dog^ hew. wUltnff he 

Rims all the country o^r^ 
Performs his duty faithfbUy, 

And then trips on^before. 

Soon AS the cheering van it. up. 

The tunefu} lark beginti 
Well pleased to hear, I gladly stop. 

To listen while he. sings. 

All Nature's vtotkB, -with one MHCord, 

Some £prateifil tribute p«yt 
And fain would ladore^the LoTd» 

And louder sing than they. , 

Oft am I filVd with peace and joy; 

How gfood the Lord's to me! 
O! do then blest a Shepherd Boy^ 

Who wants to sing of Thee. 
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Wbcre'cr I turn my raptur'd eyes, 
How charming is the scene! 

Mountains aspiring to the skies. 
And vallies cloth'd in gp-een! 

Thou feedest all my num'rous flock » 

Extend thy care to me: 
They drink the cooling water brook; 

But g^ve me drink from thee! 

Each mora I call them out to feed 

Beside the sparkling rills; 
But feed my soul with food indeed 

From the eteraal hills! 

Oft, as oppress'd with sleep I lie» 

With pining hunger bold 
A prowling enemy comes by, 

Akid robs my little fold. 

But thou, g^at Shepherd, canst not sleep. 

Nor drowsy be like me; 
So that no foe can steal a sheep 

Eteraally from thee. 

Then let my humble voice resouncl, 

To thee my strains belong, 
So shall the vallies catch the souitd. 

And echo back the song. 

And oft as thiff ia my employ, 

Jesus shall be my theme; 
He dy'd to save a Shepherd Boy, 

And I will ting of Him. 
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A MORNING WALK. 



Early in the month of Jnne, I rose one morning be- 
fore my customary hour; and not being particularly en- 
gaged, treated myself with a rural walk. Nature was 
inexpressibly beautiful; the heavens and the earth were 
full of their Maker's glory, and every object I beheld 
inspired me with wonder and joy! The scenes with 
which I was every where surrounded possessed every 
power to charm; and only absolute despair could survey 
them undelighted. After walking till I was weary, I 
came to a valley, in which I rested. The sun having 
exhaled the moisture, I sat down on the grass and in- 
dulged the following meditations:~ 

In the course of my walk I had ascended a very 
lofty hill, and taken a view of the neighboring country; 
vast dimensions of the sky, and extensive tracts of land 
presented themselves to my view; long did my eyes 
travel in every direction, and exult in the immensity of 
the surrounding prospects. But I am now in this hum- 
ble vale, and can extend my views no further than its 
contracted limits. I can also remember the time when 
I was happy in religion; I enjoyed my interest in the 
love of God, and anticipated the fruition of eternal plea- 
sure. From Christianity I derived the firmest supports, 
and the most exalted delights. Reflecting on the Di- 
vine perfections, and looking forward to the joys of 
heaven, I felt my cares lighten, — the world lose its at- 
traction in my viewr— I sustained the trials of life with- 
out depression; and even the solemnities of death itself 
I contemplated without despair. My prospects were 
pleasing; and my situation was comfortable; but those 
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sacred felicities, and those blissful periods are now no 
niorel*-4ny mind is involved in darkness and perplexi- 
ty; I deplore my unhappy state, and reflect upon my 
departed pleasures. "Oh that I were as in months past, 
as in the days when God preserved me; when his can- 
dle shined upon my head, and when by his light I walk- 
ed through darkness." But changes are not peculiar 
to a solitary individual; millions who once stood, proud 
and prosperous, on the tall eminence of prosperity, are 
now in the gloomy valley of affliction and woe. Noble- 
men have been stripped of their possessions, and reduc- 
ed to wretchedness and want; kings have been forced 
from their thrones, and levelled with their meanest 
subjects; men^of all ranks have proved the instability 
of earthly comforts, and have known their brightest sun 
go down at noon. Of these remarks I perceive the im- 
portance, and feel the salutary tendency; created good 
shall no longer be the centre of my dependence: what- 
ever earth can afford is frail as the morning flower^ and 
fleeting as the passing vn7id. For all my temporal en- 
joyments, I will cherish constant gratitude; but for su- 
preme happiness, I will apply to a higher source. In 
the service of God I will seek felicity that cannot be 
shaken by the storms of life, nor swept away by the 
floods of death: felicity as extensive as my desires, and 
as lasting as my existence. 

My present situation convinces me of the impro- 
priety of drawing conclusions from mere appearances. 
Were I here to judge merely from appearances, I 
should be ready to assert that this blooming vale and 
yonder scattered huts, are the whole of nature: but a 
momient's reflection tells me that this is a very small 
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part of creation; that beyond this confined spot arc 
towns abounding with manufactories, palaces sparkling 
with grandeur, empires weiUthy and spacious, innumer- 
able multitudes of living creatures, and an astonishing 
extent of sea and land. In scarcely any case, merely 
by appearances, should determinations be made. Few 
are the objects which the human eye, from any post of 
observation, can distinctly survey. We see but in part. 
We look at the government of God; we view him reg- 
ulating and managing the affairs of the world; but of 
his proceedings, only a few circumstances meet our 
eye. We are not sufficiently elevated, nor are our pow- 
ers of vision strong enough to see the whole. There 
are hills and glens, countries and oceans^ in the conduct 
of Deity which we have never seen, and which in time 
we never shall be able to explore. * Circumscribed as 
Qur situation and faculties are, we should be careful 
that we draw no hasty inferences. Cool deliberation 
suspended opinion, profound humility, and unreserved 
submission to the Divine decisions, become our capa- 
cities and our state. Let man vigorously and rapidly 
move in the orbit of duty, but neyer let him start into 
the eccentrical excursions of precipitate aad foreign 
conclusion. I would not weaken the energies of ardent 
but modest inquiry. I would do all I can to spur the 
soul to application and discovery; while she is docile 
-and humble, let her range through all the creation; let 
nothing check her researches but the extremities of 
universal existence; I wish only to obstruct her entrance 
into the regions of unwarrantable presumption. In hu- 
mility, in holiness, in benevolence, and in usefulness, 
it is impossible to proceed too far;— on the evil of sin, 
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^e advimtages of Christianity, the infallible connexioif 
between causes and effects, and on every thing which is 
plain and revealed, to pronounce is not arrogant, to de- 
cide is not criminal; .but to determine on whatever can 
be only partially seen and imperfectly known, is to 
step into a province that belongs not to ms^. Certain* 
ly where reason cannot explain, where philosophy can- 
not penetJrate, and especially where Revelation has been 
silent, we should pause and adore. 

It is now morning. Three hours ago that darling 
luminary arose and dissipated the shades of night; in 
every direction he tiiifVises his splendor, and innumera- 
ble creatures rejoice in his bealns; the birds honor him 
with^their music, and the whole creation welcomes his 
rising; but the sun will soon finish his diumaf task, and 
retire to the chambers of the west; the skies will lose 
their lustre, snd the clouds array themselves in doleful 
black; the birds forget their notes and hasten to their 
silent nests; the flocks be consigned to their pens, and 
the shepherd trudge home to his hut; the crowds of the 
city will be dispersed, and all the business of the day 
terminated: a general inactivity, and a deep silence will 
overspread the world. Striking emblem of myself, wh^n 
I shall be overtaken by the^ night of death! I am now 
in the enjoyment of health, I experience the bounties 
of Providence, admire the beauties of nature, and feel 
the supports of religion: but in a little while I shall be 
involved in the shades of death! To jny habitation and 
my garden,— to my pulpit and my study r— to my books 
and my walks, — to my relations and my friends, and to 
all my terrestrial pursuits, I must bid an everlasting 
farewell: death will lay a long embargo on my tongue, 
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disconcert my present plans and arrangements, and de- 
prive me of all my earthly possessions. For that sol- 
emn event, how great should be my preparation! and, 
till it arrive, how eminent my piety: a thousand consid- 
erations sl^ould excite my diligence; but I hope nothing 
should induce me to despair. If the Savior be my 
friend, the dark valley will not be terrible; an exchange 
of worlds will not be disadvantageous; heaven will open 
to my view, and I shall rise to its happy fruitions. 
There, desire is crowned with enjoyment; hope ex- 
pires in possession, and faith will be lost in sightl 
There, the sun no more goes down, spring never fades, 
and the absence of felicity is never lamented! Millions 
of delights encircle each mind, and immortality is the 
date of every joy.** 



A SUMMER'S MORN. 

^WEET the beams of rosy mormng", 

Silent chasing gloom away; 
Lovely tints the sky adorning. 

Harbingers of opening day! 
See the King of Day appearing,— 

Slow his progress and serene; 
Soon I feci the influence cheering 

Of this grand and lovely scene! 

Lovely songsters join their voices. 

Harmony the grove pervades; 
All in nature now rejoices,— 
Light and joy succeed the shades. 
Vol. IV. 19 
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Stan withdraw, and man arises. 
To his labor cheerful ^oes: 

Day's returning blessings prizes. 
And in praise his pleasure shows! 

May each mora, that in succession 

Adds new mercies ever flowing, 
Leave a strong and deep impression 

Of my debt for ever gprowing! 
Debt of love, ah! how increasing! 

Days and years fresh blessings bring, 
But my praise shall flow unceasing. 

And my Maker's love VH sing! 



LINES WRITTEN DURING A STORM OF LIGHT- 
NING AND THUNDER. 

T%e voice <ifthy thunder voeu in the heaven,' the Ughudnge lighumd 
the world. Psalm Ixxvii. 18, 

Orb AT God! how awful is thy voice 

When rolling thunders roar! 
Thy lightnings flash a vivid flame :«- 

I tremble, yet adore! 

Hark! what tremejidous peals resound 
- Throughout the vault of heav'n! 
Sinners attend! no more deride. 
But seek your sins forg^v'n! 

That lightning's flash may strike thy head. 

And stop thy mocking breath. 
With all thy guilt, and sins, and crimes, 

And crush thy soul in death! 
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But lightnings far more fierce and strong. 

Will one day bum this world; 
When God proclaims, that "Tune's no morej?' 

And earth shall be dissolv'd! 

Great God! how then shall I appear. 

And staad before thy face? 
I'll plead the Savior's pard'ning love» 

And trust his sov'reign grace! 



A THOUGHT ON THE RAINBOW. 

Ssb! how yon cloud obscures the day. 
And darkness spreads around! 

The fearful trav'ller speeds his way. 
Lest storms his path surroind! 

But mark, the runbow (cheerful sight!) 
Now XMunts the gloomy sky! 

The heav'nly token bends its light. 
And cheers the trav'ller's eye! 

Just so. Affliction's cloud we yiew. 

As oh it gathers round; 
The storm seems ready to pursue 

The pilgrim it hath found! 

But Faith lifts up her prayerful eye. 
And sees a rainbow shine; 

The cloud is ting'd with heav'nly die» 
That sheds an hope divine! 
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THE tJNCLOUDED SUN. 

©n lh€ Motto to the Elarl of RossIjti's Arms. 

lUteto luinine Solein. 

Th' unclouded sun! While I survey 
Th' appointed ruler of the day. 

My spirit ardent cries, 
Enlighten, Lord, my darkened mind; 
By Truth's hright beams I fain ivould find 

Salvation's blessed prize. 

Th' unclouded sunf How it displays 
In its reviving, cheering rays. 

An image of my Lord!* 
O Sun of Righteousness arise. 
Revive, and cheer, and make me wise! 

Heahh to my mind afford, f 

Th* unclouded sun; an emblem bright 
Of the approaching world of light. 

Without a dark'ning veil!* 
Knowledge shall shine resplendent there. 
Nor clouds nor tempests interfere. 

But light and truth prevail. 

Their Sun shall never more decline, 
But with unfading lustre shine 

Throughout eternal days! 
God is their **light and glory'* too; 
His presence evermore they view,J 

And sing his worthy praise. 



/ 



•P^fl.lxxxiv. 11. \MaL\y.% */#,lx.l9. $ -«tfv.xxit.4. 
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A SKETCH ON AUTUMN. 

Ths spring) with all its growing and blooming beau** 
ties, is gone; the plenteous and charming summer is 
ended; the sweet singers of the feathered tribes have 
forgotten their amorous so^d melodious notes; the sum- 
mer birds have taken their flight to warmer regions; 
the peasant has laid aside his scythe and sickle, pitch- 
fork and rake. <^The harvest is past, the sunmier is 
ended." 

What shall I render unto the Lord for all his bene- 
fits towards me? O I want a grateful heart, a praising 
tcmgue, an useful life, to honor my kind Benefactor and 
gracious God, for past seasons of mercy and loving 
kindness! "Lord help me.** 

But Autumn appears in full view. This is another 
season of benefits. Be it mine to improve it, for my 
own edification and solace, and for the profit and com- 
fort of others. In this multiform and variegated sea- 
son, let us notice, 

1. The fading of the leaf . The sweet living-green 
is exchanged for the less beautiful dusty-yellow. And 
why? Because vegetable life recedes to the root, where 
alone it can be safe amidst the dangers of approaching 
winter. Thus ti^es, plants, and herbs, though without 
reason or instinct, are wise. They are obedient to the 
law of nature for their own safety. 

«0 that men were wise, that they would consider 
their latter end!** "We do all fade as a leaf." Not on- 
ly those who have passed the spring and summer of 
life, "Even the youths shall faint, and the young men^ 
shall utterly fail.** One after another, we sicken, droop^ 
Vol. IV. * 19 
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and die. "The graves are ready for us." Very soon 
we shall sink into putrefaction and dust. "All flesh is 
grass; and allthe goodliness thereof is as the flower of 
the field; the grass withereth and the flower fadeth; 
but the word of our God shall stand for ever.*' 

Happy those united to "the root of David;" who^ 
timely retire to him as their only refuge, before the 
blasts of Divine vengeance consume their comforts and 
their souls. Such have 'their "life hid with Christ 
in God; and when Christ, who is our life, shall kppear, 
we shall appear with him in glory." 

2. See in yonder orchard the a/i file-tree! How Uni- 
form the rows! The trees how beautiful! and how 
thickly fruited. Their buds have grown into flowers? and 
their flowers into fruit: they bend almost to the ground 
in ponderous and lovely clusters. How diversified 
their color, form, and size! How rich their flavor! 
How delicious their juice! affording nutricious food 
and wholesome beverage! What a blessing to the own- 
er, and to the country! 

This pleasing sight, recalls to my remembrance a. 
passage of holy writ: "As the apple-tree amongst the 
trees of the wood, so is my Beloved amongst the sons." 
The ash, the elm, and the oak has each his beauty 
and usesl Husbandmen, mechanics, •politicians, and 
warriors, are beautiful and useful in the state. In the 
cTiurch of God, the communicant* the deacon, and the 
pastor, appear in beauty and usefulness; Indeed, there 
is beauty and utility in all orders of beings, from the 
highest angel to the smallest animal. But none are 
comparable to the loving and beloved Savior: "He is 
the chief amongst ten thousands, and altogether lovely." 
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^In air things he must have the pre-eminence." "He 
is the tree of Life, which hears twelve manner of fruits; 
and his leaves are for the healing of nations." His 
branches are so high, that angels need not stoop to parr 
take of his fruit. They spread so wide, that the inhab- 
itants of the ends of the earth may sit under his shadr 
ow with great delight, and find his fruit sweet to their 
taste; and they bend so low, that even children and babes 
may plilck, eat, and live. 

Again: As spiritual Christians, partake of Christ's 
nature, and in some humble measure resemble him, 
this sweet orchard may l» an emblem of them. T^c 
-church is a Divine enclosure; believers are planted in 
it by our heavenly Father's hand. Thei^they stand in 
in truth and love; and are made fruitfurin every good 
work and word. Though their fruit is of different 
shape, size, and flavor^ all is for the advantage of the 
world, the interest of religion, and the glory of God. 
The more plentiful and ripe their fruit; their leaves of 
profession seem hid amidst the refulgence of their vit- 
tues and graces. As the richly laden tree, they bend with 
humility and compassion to the conditions of men, for 
their present and everlasting welfare. Happy church! 
how beautiful thy order! how enlivening thy appear- 
ance! The Lord protect thee from disorder and barren- 
ness! 

3. Behold another scene. It is a field of faUonv. 
Not an herb or plant is there to be discovered. I hesir 
the ploughboy's hoarse voice, animating his cattle; and 
see the ploughman guiding his sull,with his helper cast- 
ing abroad his com, or sprinkling the new made fallow; 
so that autumn is a season of labor, as %vell as the spring 
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and summer. Ther^ is no time for idlenest. * This is 
It sawing season for a future harvest. What spiritual 
improvement may we gather hence! That fallow field 
resembles the prtfutred heart; or the ^^good ground,** 
which receives the gospel seed, and eventually ^^bring* 
eth forth much fruit." It is by Divine culture rentf 
and turned heavenward: its sins, the weeds of human 
nature, are torn up or crushed. The precious seed of 
truth and grace is sown. The ^oul* made aD passive, 
receives it: there it germinates and springs up. A 
winter of gloom, temptation, and painful experience 
fnay ensue, but ^'grace ensures the crop." A spring and 
summer will arrive,aDd a joyfvl harvest crown the whole. 

Such id^s should stimulate ministers in their 
work, and all true Christians in their endeavors to pro- 
mote the kingdom of God, in themselves and others. 
<<ln due time we shall reap, if we faint not." ^^He that 
goeth forth weeping, bearing precious seed, shall doubt- 
less return again with joy, bringing his leaves with 
him." 

4. Behold on the right, well secured with strong 
Ibnces, a noble row of ricks and mows. What are 
they? The fruit of the field, which the Lord hath bless-- 
ed. They are the farmer's stores. By these he will 
pay his rent; support his family; defray his expenses; 
increase his wealth, and be a blessing to mankind. 
They are proof, beyond conjecture, that our harvest 
has not only been fine, but abundant. O bless the Lord 
for plenty I Look upon the wise and industrious hus- 
bandman as a great blessing to society. Reflect upon 
the industrious Christian's spiritual stores: they are not 
only laid up for him in heaven, but ha has many in 
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presient possession; even noble intellectual stores. 
Truths, promises, comforts, 8cc. all divinely secured; 
and, in their proper management and use, he will grate- 
fully pay his tribute of praise to his God; be supported 
while his tenant; maintain the credit? of religion; grow 
in grace; and be the useful man in his family, neigh- 
borhood, world, and church- Blessed man! May God 
increase the number of such I 

5. But what is that waste on the left? O! it strikes 
me with horror. It seems that it was once a fine fields 
Alas! it is now overgrown with thorns, briars, and nox- 
ious weeds. Though there are evident traces of attempts 
at cultivation, there is not the smallest proof it has pro- 
duced the least wholesome fruit or coi*n the past sea^ 
son, though it has been so excellent. It is a mere 
desolation. I fear it is the haunt of venomous crea- 
tures. O! I shudder. Methinks I hear the hiss of the vi- 
per, and the croak of the toad. What is it? Where is it? 
It is the field of the sluggard, mentioned by Solomon* 
The wretched occupier pays no regard to it Though 
he has had a liberal education, and was once a hopeful 
character, he now spends his time in idleness, tippling, 
&c. Whilst others are at work, he is tippling or saun- 
tering at an ale-house. Like the prodigal, he wastes 
his substance in riotous living; a disgrace to himself, and 
a curse to all around him. His company is shunned by 
all good men; and he appears to be awfully given up ta 
a reprobate mind. He is the image of his field; and 
his field is the counterpart of himself. What a mercy 
that occupiers of lands are not in general sloths! If they . 
were, Goshen would soon become an inhospitable de- 
sert. But, what a picture is here of man in his fallen,. 
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uncoRvertdd condition! In his paradiuacal state he was 
a perfect creature. Now, how fallen! overrun with 
every hurtful lust! how guilty, unprofitable, miserablel 
Ah! see, O my soul, a figure of but too many, in spite 
of the many attemps to cultivate their minds and re- 
form their lives. Behold in that waste and sloth the 
very likeness of thy former self! What has effected 
that change? Grace! free almighty grace! Thy fruit is 
from the Lord. Pray for the conversion of others: be 
thankful that many are converted. ^^Bless the Lord, 
O my soul, and forget not all his benefits, who forgiv- 
eth all thy iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases; who 
redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth thee 
with loving kindness and tender mercies. Bless the 
Lord, O my soul!" 



ON HARVEST. 

Almighty God, thy bounteouft hand 
Hath spread abundance round the laiid» 

And fill*d the world with foodl 
The time to sow, the time to reap. 
Still their appointed seasons keep. 

And make thy promise g^d. 

With wearied limbs and moisten'd btow, 
Man tills the soil and guides the plough. 
And casts the precious grain: 
Yet steril is the labor'd ground. 
Unless with thy rich blessing crown'dj 
And all his hopes are vain! 

By thee, with heavenly moisture fed. 
The earth becomes a geni; I bed,—- 
The infant charge to rear: 
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Fann'd by thy winds the bUdes aspire^ 
Warm*d by thy sun*8 etherial fire. 
The golden ears appeari 

The furrow'd clods receive the seed. 
The blade, the ear, the corn succeed; 

Yet man can never know 
What secret process brings again 
An hundred fold the bury'd grain. 

And makes his crops to grow! 

*Ti8 done, and lo! the reaper wields 
His sickle o'er luxuriant fields, 

Wliere patient gleaners |X)am; 
Our barns are filPd with future stores. 
And Gratitude, with rapture, pours 

The shout of Harvest Home! 

Lord of the harvest, hear our cry,— 
Thy church with husbandmen supply. 

Whose labors shall be Love! 
Instruct them with a reaper^S skill. 
With souls, like ripen*d shocks, to fill 

Thy granaries above! 



THE REAP£RS*S SONG. 

Te verdant hills, ye smiling fields. 

Thou earth, whose breast spontaneous yields 

To man a rich sopply; 
Echo, whose mimic notes prolong 
The melting strain, and bear along. 
O'er distant glades and caves among, , 
The mountain shepherd's artless 8on|^ 
Soft swelling to the sky- 
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Attend the reapera^s joyful lays. 
And bear the tribute of their praise 

To Nature's bounteous King;^ 
Whose voice, loud sounding from the pole. 
In thunder oft is heard to roll. 
And oft has melted down the soul. 
When murmuring along it stole 

The zephyr's silken wing! 

With bread, the heart of man to cheer. 
See, bending low, the ripen'd ear 

Bow its luxuriant head! 
In vain, ye swains, had 'been your care. 
Had not he causM the blight to spare 
The promise of the summer fair, 
And bade the sun, the rain, the air. 

Their gracious influence shed. 

He bade the soft refreshing gale 
Blow gently down the teeming vale. 

Nor hurt the peeping grain; 
But when the ear began to rise. 
To Him we rais'd our anxious eyes; 
Oft from the cisterns of the skies 
He. sent, in mercy, rich supplies, 

Early and latter rain. 

And now His hand hath crown'd our toij. 
We joy, like those that share the spoil, 

The harvest home to bear! 
With shouts the laughing pastures ring— 
With grateful hearts, ye reapers, sing 
The praise of Heav'n's eternal King, 
Through whose paternal care ye bring 
The produce of the year. 
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THE HUSBANDMAN'S SONG. 
Fsalm ciy. 13,14, 15. Deuteronomy xxxii. U 

, Midst yellow crops of waving grain. 
My God, I raise the humble strain. 
These spicy gales, how soft they blowt 
How sweet these murm'ring waters flow; 
Yonder blue skies, how bright they shine. 
How rich tlieir tints, and how divine! 
Earth groans beneath her pond'rous oad. 
The bounty of a gracious God. 

What unbelief my heart betriiy*d 
When I beheld the tender blade! 
My throbbing bosom heav'd with fear. 
Lest ought shou'd tsint the golden ear. 
But mercy kept the precious grain. 
Nor suffer'd man to toil in vain; 
Bade the soft gales breathe gently forth. 
And curb'd the fury of the North. 

Wake ev'ry soul! with rapture sing 
The praises of our bounteous King. 
For lo! the God of Nature pours 
In earth's soft lap his golden show'rs. 
See where the loaded boughs appear, 
See Eshcol's vine transplanted here; 
And Canaan's fruits luxuriant grow^ 
While streams of milk and honey flow. 

' Jesus! the smiling scene around 
Owns not a spot of barren ground. 
So shall my soul, if tliou be ^khere 
Friiits of the finest flavor bean 
Sp w the blest seeds of grace divine, ' ^ 
And thou, dear Sun, arise and shine; 
Ripen the crop, new strength impai't. 
And reap a harvest in my heart. 
VOL.JV. 30 
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JUVENILE AND PATERNAL ADDBESSBS. 

TO YOUTH. 

My ^on, give me thy heart, Prov. xxiii. 26. 

•Ghre me thy heart,' the'Sayior eriet: 

Justly he doth it elaim: 
O! do not then the eall detpise. 

But give it to the Lamb! 

Soon as man enters on the busy stage of life, how ma- 
ny claimants demand his heart! To secure this prize, 
the world assumes its gayest blandishments, and exhib- 
its all its charms. Satan is very active, concerts his < 
deepest plans, and urges his most incessant endeavors. 
Jehovah stoops froip his radiant throne, and, in the lan- 
guage of supreme authority and paternal love, makes 
the solemn demand, "My son, give mb thy heart!'* 

p, my God! thy claim is indisputable! Creation, 
providence, and bleeding love, form that threefold cord 
which shall for ever bind my heart to thee! But O, canst 
thou accept the poor surrender? Condescending grace! 
Lord, stamp the likeness of thy lov* and holiness upon 
my heart! O! refine it, and form it for thyself alone! 

My youthful reader, are these your deliberate re- 
solves? Are these the habitual breathings of your in- 
Tiiost soul? Remember, to withhold the heart, renders 
every other sacrifice not only unavailable, but an abom- 
ination before the Majesty of Heaven. Let Immanuel 
preside in the supreme affection of thy mind, and let 
his word regulate thy conduct! — ^then will thy happy 
experience attest, that all «his ways are pleasantness, 
and all his paths are peace t*' 
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Yi hearts with youthful Tigor warm, 

In smiling crowds draw near. 
And turn from ev'ry mortal charm^ 

A Sayior't voice to hear! 

He, Lord of all the worlds on high, > 

Stoops to converse with you; 
And lays his Radiant glories by. 

Tour friendship to pursue. 

'The soul that longs to see my face ^ 

Is sure my love to gain; 
And those that early seek my gfacS, 

Shall never seek m vain." 

What objeet, Lord, my soul should move. 

If onoe eompai*M with thee? 
What beauty should eommand my love, 

Like what in Christ I see? 

Away, ye false, delusive toys, 

Vain tempters of the mind! 
'Tis here I fix my lasting choice. 

And here true bliss I find! 



PATERNAL ADMONITION., 

DEAR SON, 

The tender and important relation in which I stand to 
you naturally engages the warmest affections of my 
heart; and as divine Providence has now removed you 
from under my roof, I can need no apology for address- 
ing a few admonitory lines to you for your future 
attention in life, which, however in tKemselves imper- 
fect, have at least this recontmendaiion, that they are 
dictated by the sincere emotions of the heart. 
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I trust you continue to enjoy the esteem of the 
family where you are, and to whom you owe so many • 
obligations, and that you will always endeavor, by a 
conscientious discharge of your duty, to secure a con- 
tinuance of their regard. Let integrity and uprightness 
guide your actions, and fly, in the strength of God, from 
every thing mean and dishonorable. Be assured, that 
next to the Divine blessing, nothing will be of so much 
advantage to* you, as to enter into life with a fair and 
upright character. 

You continue, I hope, to pursue with avidity, those 
studies which belong to your profession, and I earnestly 
desire that) next to the sacred Scriptures (which I beg^ 
you to read constantly, with prayer for the blessing of 
the Holy Spirit, by whom fhey were dictated) you will 
be careful to read such books only as have a moral or 
religious tendency. It is truly awful to think how 
many millions of youth of both sexes will have reason 
for ever to curse those writers who poison and pervert 
the hearts and morals of the rising generation with 
their abominable, though fascinating productions. 

There are many authors, whose compositions are 
both elegant and refined, and who have no direct ten- 
dency to corrupt your morals, but being of no real util- 
ity, should be carefully avoided, especially by you, 
whose leisure moments can be better employed. For 
my own part, I freely confess, that, on the review of my 
past life, I cannot but bitterly lament the precious hours 
which I have wasted, or more properly speaking, mur- 
dered^ itt reading unprofitable books; and, I know not 
how to express my unfeigned sorrow for such folly 
more suitably than in the words of the late Rev. Jamea 
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Hervey, in a letter to one of his friends: ^'Now 1 appre- 
hend myself near the close of life, and stand as it were 
on the brink of the grave, with eternity full in my view; 
perhaps my dear friend will desire to know my senti- 
ments in this awful situation. At such a juncture the 
mind is most unprejudiced, and the judgment not sa 
liable to be dazzled by the glitter of worldly 'objects. I 
have been too fond of reading every thing valuable and 
elegant that has been penned in our language; and have 
been particularly charmed with the historians, orators^ 
and poets of antiquity; but, was I now to renew my 
studies, I would take leave of those accomplished 
Vifles: I would resign the delights of modern wits, 
amusements, and eloquence, and devote my attention 
to the Scriptures of truth. I would sit with much 
greater assiduity at my divine Master's feet, and desire 
to know nothing but Jesus Christ, and him cinicified." 
Were I, my son, (ne^t to the blessed book of God) 
to recommend a book to your particular attention, it 
should be the Pilgrim of good John Bunyan: for sound 
truth, good sense, and the most pleasing ingenuity, I 
do not know its equal; and as it may give some weight 
to my testimony, you will permit me to transcribe its 
character, as given by the elegant pen of my favorite 
poet Cowper. 

''Ingenious dreamer, m whose well-toId tale. 
Sweet fiction, and sweet truth, alike prevail. 
Whose bum'roos Tein^ strong sense, and pleasing style^. 
\ May teaeh the gayest, make the gravest smile. 
Witty and well employ'd, and, like thy Lord, 
- Speaking in parables his stighted word. 
V Revere the man, whose Pilgrim marks the road^ 

That goidei the Progress of the aoul toGod. 
VoIm IV. * 20 ^ r-^^^T^ 
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T were well with mott, if books tbat ooqM engage 
Their childhood, pleas'd them in their riper age; 
The nuui approving what had eharmM the boy^ 
Would die at last with comfort, peace, and joy; 
And not with carses on his art who stole 
The gem of trath from his ungnarded soal.'* 

My ardent prayers continually follow you; O that 
you may early and happily prove the pleasures of true 
religion, in the saving knowledge of the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ whom he hath sent! and that includes 
all that can be desired on your behalf for time and eter- 
nity, by, 

Your affectionate father, 

PHILEMON. • 



GOOD ADVICE OP PARENTS. 

My eoTij keefi thy Father^a Commandment j and forsake 
not the law of thy mother. Bind them continually up' 
on thine hearty and tie them about thy neck. When 
thou goeatyit shall lead thee; when thou alee fiest^ it shall 
keefi thee; and when thou awakeat^ it shall talk with 
thecy Prov. vi. 20, 21, 22. 

By these words, nly ypung friiends, you are taught 
the reasonableness and the advantage of regarding the 
instructions of your religious parents. The regard 
which you ought to pay to the word of God^n which they 
instruct you, is expressed by 'binding it on your heart, 
and tying it about your neck;* which is an allusion to 
the customs of the Jews, who wrote parts of their law 
upon pieces of parchment, and wore themi on their 
garments. It means, that you should receive the word 
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of God with pleasure aod delight, and take pains to 
treasure it up in your mempries, keep it as a treasure, 
taid wear it as an ornament. Do not dismiss and forget 
the instruction of your parents and teachers, as if you 
had done with it when they had done talking; but lay it 
up in your hearts, and let it influence your daily con- 
duct: and observe, my young friend, that not only the 
commandment of your father, but the law of your mother 
also is to be regarded. Undutiful children, especially 
undutiful sons: are too apt to disregard a mother's coun- 
^ sels, though perhaps they pay some respect to the ad- 
vice of a father; but the wisest of men directs you <not 
to fors^e the law of your mother;* and in another place, 
he says, ^Despise not thy mother when she is old,' 
Prov. xxiii. 22; and he tells you what respect he him- 
self had paid to hb mother's instructions; for when he 
begins the last chapter of the book of Proverbs, he says, 
*Tbe words of King; Lemuel, the prophecy that his 
mother taught him.* This shews that mothers are to 
teach their sons, even if they are princes; and that sons 
are to regard their mother's instrutHions, even so as to 
remember and submit to them when they come to be 
men. 

If a stranger give good advice, it ought to be re- 
garded; but good advice comes with peculiar force 
fronv a parent- ^ father J a mother! is an endearing 
name! Does a father command? Surely, it must be in 
love. Does a mother instruct? Surely it must be with 
tender affection. Dear youth, believe me, there are no 
two people in the world who love you so much, and 
wish you so well as your father and your mother; and, 
therefore, there are none in the world whom you ought 
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80 much to regard; and remember, that what your par- 
ents so warmly enforce, is only the command and the 
law of God; they would teach you the fear of God; they 
would convince you of your sinfulness and danger; they 
would lead, you by the hand to Jesus, the Friend of sin- 
ners, that you may be saved through him for ever. 

Now observe, my young friend, the advantage that 
you may and will obtain by a due regard to the word of 
God: 

When thou goeat it shall lead theey You are a young 
traveller; you have a difficult and dangerous way to go; 
you are yet ignorant of the right and safe path: but* 
<the commandment is a lamp,* and the hand of your 
pious parent holds it out to you. This lamp will dis- 
cover the enemies who are wishing to mislead you; it 
will clearly guide you in the right path as to your com- 
pany, your businesses, your connexions, your future 
settlement in life; and, what is far better, it will lead 
you in the way everlasting!* 

When thou aleefieat*^ it shall keefi thee. It was com- 
mon in ancient times, for superstitious people to hang 
amulets or charms^ about the necks of their children, to 
defend them' from danger; Solomon alludes to this; not 
that he recommends scraps of Scripture to be used for 
such a purpose; but he recommends a believing and 
obedient regard to the word of God, as the best 
• means of rendering our sleep comfortable and refresh- 
ing, and as the best way of securing the Divine protec- 
tion in the dark night, so that no ill shall befal you. 

When thou awakest it shfiil talk ivith thee. If thine 
eyes are held waking in the night, meditation on the 
word shall administer counsel and comfort^ ahd keep 
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thee from frightful, distracting, and defiling thoughts; 
or, when thou awakest in the morning, after the com- 
fortable refreshment of sleep, by laying up the word of 
Christ in thy heart, thy first thoughts will run upon it, 
and it will suggest useful directions for the conduct of 
the day. 

Such are the advantages of regarding Divine and 
parental counsel. May the consideration of these pre* 
vail on thee, my young reader, henceforth, if not before, 
Ho keep thy father's commandment, and not to forsake 
the law of thy mother!* 



HYMN FOR A CHILD. 
OUR FATHER, WHICH ART IK BSAVfiN. 

Gr£At God, and wilt thou condescend 
To be my Father and my Friend? 
I, a poor child, and thou so high. 
The Lord of Earth, and Air, and Sky! 

Art thou my Father? Canst thou bear 
To hear my poor imperfect prayer? 
Or stoop to listen to the praise 
That such a little one can raise? 

Art thou my Father? Let me be 

A meek, obedient child to thee; 

And try in word, and deed, and thought. 

To serve and prsuse thee as I oaght! 

Art thou my Father? I'll depend 

Upon the care of such a friend; 

And only wish to do, and be' 

That which seems right and best to thee. 
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Art thou my Father? Then at last, 
^Vlien all my dayfr on earth are past. 
Send dovin and take -me, in thy love. 
To be thy better child above! 



EPISTOLARY. 
THE NATURE) CAUSE) EFFECTS, AND CURE OF RESERVE. 

A RESERVED man is of a cold, distant, unfeeling car- 
riage; not made for society, but for himself; for what- 
ever he knows is his own, and not communicated to 
others. He makes profound secrets of the veriest tri- 
fles in the world, and if you would put a double lock on 
his mouth, the way to do it is to solicit him to be free. 
A certain air of dissatisfaction covers him in every com- 
pany, and while he is not free to them, they are suspi- 
cious of him, taking him to be an overwise critic, who 
disdains them, or an egregiously ignorant person be- 
neath their notice. So that while this remains, he is sure 
to be destitute of one of the greatest blessings in the 
world, <^a free and faithfu) friend." Such a one may 
be a good man; but, like Israel in Hosea's time, is Van 
empty vine bringing forth fruit unto himself." He 
gathers much manna under the cloud of witnesses, but 
greedily devours all, not giving a morsel away. He 
has a gift of prayer, but forgets Uiat gifts are for the 
edifying the body of Chiist^ He has many books, but, 
like a private dram-drinker, swallows all in a comer. 
He visits nuiny societies of Christians, but more resem- 
bles a wasp, who steals the labor of others, than the 
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Hidustrious bee, who, casting his mite into the common 
stock, enriches the hive. God has invested him with an 
excellent ornament, the gift of speech; but he, as if in- 
sensible of the favor, seldom puts it on; acting herein, 
like the unthrifty servant, who hid his lord's talent in a 
napkin. But he ought to remember, that a rebuke is 
due for his practice; for while he condemns the Popish 
practice of shutting up monks in cloisters, and so rob- 
bing the world, of many useful gifts, himself is guihy 
of the' same; being at once, pope and monk himself, 
imprisoning and imprisoned; and this he does perpetu- 
ally to his own loss and nobody's gain. 

The root of this fruitless reserve is pride, and the 
botanist under whose management the growth is, is Sa- 
tan, whose employ is ever to keep the saints at a dis- / 
tance from each other; for hereby he disables them 
from bearing one another's burdens and so keeps them 
from fulfilling the law of Christ. That its root is pride 
is plain; for could he be assured that all the company 
would approve of and admire whatever he says, his 
tongue would be loosed immediately. But he suspects 
that this man will pity his ignorance, and thai censure 
his rashness; and so, to escape reproach, -does not ven- 
ture to speak at all. Or unbelief may produce it; for 
he may be dumb because he believes not, as Zechariah 
was; and certainly, if he lived under the practical belief 
of that exhortation, "Let your speech be always with 
grace, seasoned with salt, that it may minister edifying 
to the hearers," he would know that he was to speak 
always, that is, at every convenient opportunity, and to 
aim therein at the edification of the hearers. Or per- 
haps; ignorance i^ a cause of reserve. For does such 
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a man act as if he knew^ (supposing he labors under sl 
sense of his weakness) I say^ does he act as if he knew 
that Grod ever did and ever will, "bj things that are not, 
bring to nought things tl^at are," to stain the pride of 
all flesh? This known, leaves us no excuse from our 
weakness. Or it maybe envy; for he tells himself, if 
he had the abilities of others, he would speak freely, 
and thus tacitly charges God with being strait-handed 
to him, not having dealt out so liberally to him as -he 
should have done. In short, whatever be th^ cause, 
sure we are that it is not a Christian grace: for grace 
teaches a man to resemble his heavenly Father, ^who 
makes his sun to rise, and rain descend, on the just and 
imjust, the evil and the good." He is a liberal Gk>d, 
and we should be^a communicating people. 

The effects of this reserve are, first, barrenness in 
a man's own soul. 

**Teaching we learn, and giving we retain. Yo u wc. 

If God has said, "he that soweth sparingly shall 
reap sparingly," sure I am that he who sows nothing 
shall starve. Though I am at a loss to say, whether 
reserve is an'effect of barrenness, or barrenness an ef- 
fect of reserve, yet I am not at a loss to see that they 
are constant companions, and mostly reside in the same 
person. . If the love of God, shed abroad in the heart, 
dilates and expands the soul, the want of it shrivels and 
contracts. ' If the one opens the mouth, making the 
stammerer to speak plainly, the other will make a man 
silent as the grave. If the mouth speaketh out of the 
abundance of the heart, then a still close mouth argues 
a penurious soul, the poverty and not the abundance of 
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Uieimiid. He wluo speaks his experiences freely in 
tsompany) puts his principal out^ and as he thereby 
draws the experiences of others out, he receives inter- 
est a^ hundred fold. In the former he sowed his seed; 
in the latter the earth brings £Drth by handfuls. 

A second efTect of reserve is, the ^begetting a sus- 
picion in the minds rof the godly that we are only profes* 
SOTS, *have a name to live, but are dead." For, if they 
are asked dbout such a one, <^he is,*' they say, ^^a sober, 
moral man; but we never hBard him say any thing of 
t^e Spirit's work upcm his heart, and therefore we are 
uncertain whether he is a regenerate man or not." So 
that they are forced to suspend their judgments, and 
also their brotherly love towards such a tosm* Thus 
reserve makes a dam to stop the current of graeer 

A third effect is stumbling the weak, for they ex* 
pect Ho be born on the sides, and dandled on the knee" 
(as one msqr say) of elder Christians. But when nothing 
is said to them, it damps their spirits, smd they (ready 
to write Utter things agsoi^t themselves) take the shy 
ne&s of others, whom they hqpe to be good nien, for an 
evidence that you think they have no grace; and so re»- 
serve is forged into fetters for their poor souku 

How endless are (he effectsl Here can be no re* 
proo^ exheatation, consolation, nor any Christian duty 
perfom^d, while it prevails; for in all these the tongue 
bears a part. 

To help any to a cure, to rub off this rust, I would 
propose, first, much secret prayer. He who converses 
much in his closet with God, will become expert at 
prayer, and need not fear^ when used to the presence-- 
chamber, that he shall act awkwardly when amongst his 
.Vol, IV. 21 
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equals. I fear our slon^ness to pray with others, is a 
4)roof tl^t we do not too often pray by ourselves. 

. Secondly, Labor to affect yourselves with the vari- 
oiis means of emboldening a bashful Christian: such as 
the worth of men's souls, the excellency of Jesus Christ, • 
the necessity of living a holy, useful life, the shortness 
of your stay in this worlds the blesMng given to hina 
.who converts any soul from the error of his way, the 
obligations' you are under to the Lord, the reward yon 
fdiall reap in another world. These, resting with weight 
on the mind, will force speech, and, like the wind pent 
up in the'earth, will pursue the water till it bubbles up 
and runs above ground. 

Thirdly, Believe that the Lord has done somethmg 
for your soul, and that he may use you as an instrument 
to other souls. Beg to be delivered from that danger- 
ous sin, overlooking what God has wrought for you; 
and never think that you will either please God or profit 
men by questioning or denying the day of small things. 
Immediately on- your enjoying the Divine presence, 
you will begin to relate, more or less to others: and 
the way to enjoy the presence of God, is to acknowl- 
edge and be thankful for the work of God. 

Fourthly, Be in the company of free, open-hearted 
Christians. You'll catch their spirit before you are 
aware* Try and cast off your reserve, and get some 
friend to correct you; only be sure to ^rm yourself with 
patience, ever necessary, but especially so when you 
are reproved. Let your friend observe your carriage; 
and when he judges it proper, submit to his reproof. 
Above all, watch against the indulgence of any sin; for 
sin indulged in private, files in your face in public, re-. 
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proaching you with, "Thou that saycst to another 
Thou shall not steal, dost thou steal?" Or it will say, 
"To the wicked, saith God, what doest thou to take my 
law into thy mouth?" 

Perhaps, an effectual cure of reserve may be found 
in the practical belief of the omnipotence of God. For 
we shall then burst the bands of the fear of man, and 
die to the lust of esteem: and having God's testimony 
of our integrity in our hearts, we shall be concerned 
no longei^ about men's opinion of us or our character, 
but God's command will be our rule, and all conse- 
quences will be left to him. However, let us not, in 
avoiding reserve, rush into a contrary mistake, a fool- 
ish, impertinent behavior, not observing a due distance 
toward superiors, but being silly-bold, when, rather than 
be silent, we talk nonsense, and ^ake ourselves th^ 
pity of the good, and ridicule of the bad. Let us study 
to pursue the golden mean betwixt loquacity and si- 
lence. Let us learn^Whininoi»peak^at-alJi_and^when we 
have said enough. For he is certainly a wise man wH#^^ 
knows how to ms^nage his tongue. 



ON THE MUTUAL KNO\VLEDGE OP SAINTS IN GLORY, 

Jn reply to the following' Question, viz. "Whether the things of ov'v 
present state -will not be of too low and mean a nature to engage out* 
thoughts, or make a part of our communications in Heaven?** 

The common and ordinary occurrences of life, no 
doubt, and even the ties of kindred, and of all temporal 
interests, will be entirely discarded from among that 
happy society, and possibly even the remembrance 0|; 
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th^m done away; but it does Bot therefore foOowj that 
our spiritual concemsy eves in this life, will be forgot* 
ten;, neither do I think that they can ever appear trifiing 
to us in any the most distant period of eternity. God^ 
«s you say) in reference to the Scripture, will be all in 
all; but does not that expression mean, that being ad* 
Initted to so near an approach to our Heavenly Father 
and Redeemer, our whole nature, the soul, and all its 
faculties, will be employed in praising and adoring him? 
]>oubtles8, however, this will be the case; and if so,, 
will it not funiish out a glorious theme of thanksgiving 
to recollect "The rock whence we were hewn, and the 
hole of the pit whence we were digged?'* To recollect 
^e time when our faith, which under the tuition and 
nurture of the Holy Spirit, has produced such a plen« 
tiful harvest of imifiortal bliss, was as a grain of mus* 
Uird seed, small in itself, promising but little fruit, and • 
producing less! To recollect the various attempts that 
were made upon it, by the world, the flesh, and the De- 
vil, and its various triumphs over all, by the assistance 
of God, through our Lord Jesus Christ! At present, 
whatever our convictions may^ be of the sinfulness and 
corruption of our nature, we can make but a very im- 
perfect estimate either of our weakness or our guUt, 
Then, no doubt, we shall understand the full value of 
.the wonderful salvation wrought out for us; and it seems 
reasonable to suppose, that, in order to form a just idea 
of our redemption, we shall be able to form a just one 
of the danger we have escaped. When we know how 
weak and frail we were, surely we shall be nkore ai^ 
to render due praise apd honor to his strength who 
fought; for us; when we know completely the iiatetul* 
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ness of sin in the sight of God, and how deeply we were 
tainted by it, we shall know how to value the blood by 
which we are cleansed as we ought. The tweijity-four 
Elders, in the 5th of the Revelation, give glory to God 
for their redemption, out of every kindred, and. tongue, 
and people, and nation. This surely implies a retro- 
spect to their respective conditions upon earth; and that 
each remembered out of what particular kindred and 
nation he had been redeemed; and if so, then surely the 
minutest circumstance of their redemption did not es» 
cape their memory. They who triumph over the beast, 
in the 15th chapter, sing the song of Moses, the servant 
of God; and what was that song? A sublime record of 
Israel's deliverance, and the destruction of her enemies 
in the Red Sea; typical, no doubt, of the song which 
the redeemed in Sion shall sing to celebrate their o>vn 
salvation, and the defeat of their spiritual enemies. 
This again implies a recollection of the dangers they 
had before encountered, and the supplies of strength 
and ardor they had, in every emergency, received from 
the great Deliverer out of all. Tliese quotations do not 
indeed prove that their warfare upon earth includes a 
part' of their converse with each other, but they prove 
that it is a theme not unworthy to be heard, even before 
the throne of God; and therefore it cannot be unfit for 
reciprocal communication. 

But you doubt whether there in any communication 
between the blessed ut all: neitlier do I recollect any 
Scripture that proves it, or that bears any relation to 
the subject. But reason seems to require it so peremp- 
torily, that a society without social intercourse, seems 
to be a solecism, and a contradiction in terms; and the 
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inhabitants of those regions are calledy yoa know, in 
Scripture, an Innumerable Comfianyy and an MaemSlyj 
which seems to convey the idea of society as clearly aa 
the word itself. Human testimooy weighs but littte in 
matters of this sort; but let it have all the #eight it can; 
I know no greater names in divinity than Watts and 
Doddridge; they were both of this opinion; and I send 
you the words of the latter>-« 

*'Our oompanions in gloiy may probably assist ^s by 
their wise and good observations, when we ooaie lo 
make the providence of Gro4,:here upon earth, under ^e 
guidance and direction of our Lord Jesus^ Christ) the 
subject of our mutual converse." 

Thus, my dear cousin, I have spread out my rea* 
sons before 3^u for an of^ion which, whether admitted 
or denied, affects not the state or the.interest of our 
souls.^— '^fay our Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier, 
conduct us into his own Jerusalem, where there shall 
be no night, neither any darkness at all; where we^hall 
be ftvee from error, and perfect in the light of the knowl- 
edge of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 



THE SAME SUBJECT-^ONTINUED, 
MT DEAR COUSIN, 

It is reckoned, you know, a great achicTement 
to silence an opponent in disputation; and your silence 
was of so long continuance, that I might well begin to 
please myself with the apprehensimi of having accom** 
plished so arduous a matter. To be serious, however, 
I am not sorry that what I have said concerning our 
knowledge of each^hervin a future states has a little 
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inclined fouio the afirmative;'—for though the redeem- 
ed of the Lord shall be sure of being> as happf in that 
state as infinite power, employed by infinite goodness^ 
can make theni> and therefore it may seem immaterial 
whether we sl&ll, or shall not, recollect each other here- 
after; yet^or present happiness at least is a little inter- 
ested ih the question. A parent, a friend, a wife, must 
needs, t think, feel a little heart -ach at the thought of 
an eternal separation from the objects of her regard^ 
and not to knojr them when she meets them in another 
life, or never to meet them at all, amounts, though not 
altogether, yet nearly, to the same thing. Remember 
them, I think, she needs must. To hear ^at they are 
happy, will indeed be no small addition to her own feU^ 
city; but to see them so, will surely be a greater. Thus, 
at least, it appears to our present human apprehension; 
consequently, therefore, to think, that when we leave 
them, we lose them forever; that we must remain etcr* 
nally ignorant whetfier they, that were flesh of our ^eshy 
and bone of <»ir bone, partake with us of celestial giory, 
•rare disinherited of their heavenly portion, must shed 
a dismal gloom over all our present connexions. For 
my own part, this life is such a momentary thing, aUd 
all its interests have so shi*unk in my estimation, since 
by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ I became atten- 
tive to the things of another, that, like a worm in the 
bud of all my friendships and afections, this -very 
thought would eat out the heavt of them all, had I a 
thousand; and were their date to terminate with this 
life, I think I should have no inclination to cultivate and 
improve such a fugitive business. Yet friendship is ne- 
eessary to our happipess here, and, built upon Christian 
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principles, upon which only it can stand, is a thing even 
of religious sanction — for what is that love which the 
Holy Spirit, speaking by St. John, so much inculcates, 
but friendship? The only love which desecves the name; 
a love which can toil, and watch, and deny itself, and go 
to death for its brother. .Worldly friendships are a poor 
weed compared with this; and even this union of spirit 
in the bond of peace, would suffer in my mind at least, 
could I think it were only coeval with our earthly man- 
sions. It may possibly argue gre^t weakness in me, in 
this instance, to stand so much in need of future hopes 
to support me in the discharge of present duty. But 
so it is:— I am far, I know, very- far from being perfect 
iiy Christian love, or any other divine attainment; and 
am therefore unwilling to forego whatever may help 
m« in my progress. 

You are so kind as to inquire after my health; for 
which reason 1 must tell you, what otherwise would not 
be worth mentioning^ that I have lately been just enough 
indisposed to convince me, that not only human life in 
general, but mine in particular, hangs by a slender 
thread. I am stout enough in appearance; yet a little^ 
illness demolishes me. I have had a severe shake; and 
the building is not so firm as it was. But I bless God 
for it with all my heart. If the inner man be but 
strengthened day by day, as I hope under the renewing 
iniluences of the Holy Ghost it will be, no matter how 
•oon the outw<ird is dissolved. He who has in a manner 
raised me from the dead, in a literal sense, has given 
me the grace, I trust, to be ready, at the shortest notice, 
to surrender up to him that life which I have twice re- 
eeivcd from him. Whether I live or die, I desire il 
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msLf be to his glory; and it most be lo my hftppinest. 
I thank God that I have those amongst my kindred to 
whom I can v^rite without reserve of sentiments upon 
Uus Buhjectf as i do to yoii« A letter upon any other 
subject is i»ore insipid to me than ever my task was ' 
when a schoolboy; and I say not this in vain-glory; 
Grod forbid! but to shew you what the Almighty, whose 
name I am unworthy to mention, has done for me, the 
chief of smners. Oace he was a terror to me; and his 
service, oh what a weariness it was! Ni^w I can say I 
love him, and his holy name; and am never so happy 
as when I speak of his mercies to me* 

YourS) W. CowpiR. 



VARIETIES. 

VHE TURNPIKE-GATS OR A SUNDAY. 

The bells from the several churches were sweetly 
chiming, to call to the house of prayer;— and whether 
it was the effect of imagination, or from some higher 
source operating upon my mind at the moment, I know 
not, but so it was, they seemed to form in my appre- 
hension an echo to the gracious invitation of the word, 
as if they said ^'Whosoever will, let him come and take 
of the water of life." 

**Bountiful Lord," thought I, **was it not enough 
to provide so ricli a Savior idr poor sinners as Jesus^ 
but dost thou open also in him ^fountains and streams 
from Lebanon? Oost thou cause channels of ordinances 
to be running through the land for conveying the bless, 
ings of redemption, where the poor and the neeiSy 
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may come and receive freely, <*without money and witk- 
out price?*' 

Happy nation! happy people! O man didst thou 
Init know how rightly to appreciate thy mercies! Sure- 
ly, it may he said of our highly^avored land as it was 
ofjudeaof old, "What nation is there so great, who 
hath God so nigh unto them as the Lord our God is in 
all things. that we call upon him for!" We can enjoy 
our Sabhaths^free and unmolested, while multitudes np- 
pn the face of the earth know not what a Sabbath means, 
nor ever heard the ''sound of the church-going belli" 

I was hastening to the house of God^ under the 
sweet impression of tlv&se thoughts, and in my 
mind anticipating the rich enjoyment this hallowed day- 
opened to my views, when my mind was suddenly arrest* 
ed with the noise of passengers, some on horses and 
some in chariots, drivii*^ with eagerness towards the 
Turnpike-Gate, as if the attainment of every thing^ 
-which could constitute happiness was thrcwnr open to 
their pursuit. 

I paused as I beheld the affecting sight. "Is it pos- 
sible^", I said to myself, as the ^busy throng glided by 
me, "is it possible that these can ever, once have con- 
sidered the great end and design of man, or the mercy 
of a Sabbath? Surely, they have never seen thy love* 
liness, thou blessed Redeemer of mankind! for had 
they known thee, this day would have been endeared 
to them as thine, bringing with it, as it doth, the bles- 
sings of salvation! And yet, methinks, even now, as the 
giddy crowd is hastening by, I behold thee (as thou art 
beautifully represented in thy sacred word) "standing 
at the §;ate8, and at the entering in of the icity," 
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l^^ting tip thy voice with all the tenderness which dis^ 
tinguishes thy character, saying, "O ye simple, when 
will ye understand knowledge? and ye fools, depart 
fromfolFy!" 

I felt my heart melting as I looked on. "Oh, had 
I but the powen of persuasicm (I said to myself) what 
a subjept is here for entreaty. Here Eloquence might 
find scope to lavish forth all her noblest powersl" 

Nothing but t^e consciousness of an inability to 
the service couM have restrained the impulse I felt to 
go forth in argument or persuasion. Methought I could 
have caught one and another by the arm, and with all 
the winning affection of an awakened concern, I could 
have said, "My poor, unthinking brother, had either of 
you an idea that this Sabbath might be your last, would 
you, or could you, consume it in the manner you in- 
tend? Would you wish to be found ending time and 
beginning eternity in the very act of bidding defiance 
to one of the most positive commands of God? Have 
you never heard the solemn, unalterable precept, "Re- 
member the Sabbath day to keep it holy?'* And suppos- 
ing (what no human being ,can be sure may not be the 
case) supposing that before the shades of night close in up- 
on the earth, the shades of death should close in upon 
your existence, how would your soul be harrowed up to all 
the possibilities, of misery, to hear the first tremendous 
voice hailing your approach into the world of spirits, 
with saying "This is the wretch who bade Omnipotence 
do his worst, and found death in the .moment of break- 
ing his Sabbathl" 

The thought wounded as it passed over my mind, 
it brought to my recollection an awful circumstance 
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of this kind, widch took place ia the town of Devises, 
near Bath (the Lord only knowe how nninero<» thef 
may be eliewhere;) the piarticulara of which are recocd* 
ed on a. monument in the church-yard there. It affect- 
ed me so much in the perusal that I could not resist 
the desire of transcribii^ it. If the reader should erer 
pass that wayj be maf find it near a cow of treea, at 
one end of the buryia^ogvound. It stands in the form 
of an obelisk, and holds forth to the passei^^ this ar- 
iiil blaiory»-^ 

**ln Memory 

Of the unfortunate end of 

llobert Merit ftnd Stuaiimih hh Wife, and Elizidleth T&y her 

Sister, 
Martha Carter, and Joseph Derham, 

Who were all drowned in the flower of their Youth» 

In a Pond near the Town called Drews, 

On Sunday the 30th June; 

And arc toother underneath entombed." 

On another compartment of the stone is added^ 

^'Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy. 

This Monument, as an awful Monitor to Young- People^ 

To remember their Creator in tlie Days of their Youth, 

Was erected by Subscription." 

But to return. Amidst the group which I beheld 
turning their backs on the house of God, as if judgment 
and not mercy was to be expected there, one party 
caught my attention with more than ordinary ccmcemi 
it was a young couple, with a lovely child of about (as 
it should seem) a year old. They were in whet is cal- 
led a Gig; and the sweet unconscious babe lay in its 
ttother's ^rms« The father's whc^e attention was ©n- 
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gaged to drive a horte, apparently not much used to 
the service; and he himself still less accustomed to the 
province he had assumed. 

Independent of the danger arising from the res- 
tiveness of the poor animal, and the want of skill in 
the driver, there was cause of continual apprehension, 
from the number of coaches, and chariots, and horses, 
passing and repassing on the road. As I looked on, 
they seemed to me as if, in the moment they drove by, 
they had several narrow escaped from being crushed 
between the larger carriages, running in every direc- 
tion. "What! (I said to myself) if a single untoward 
circumstance should happen! Should the horse take 
fright, or the wheel on either side get entangled, or the 
gig upsetr— in cither case what can preserve them? 
And should a morning so fair and promising bring on 
evil before nighty — should Death on his pale horse ap- 
pears—what follows?" My mind shuddered at the im- 
afges I had ralsedr— I sought to forget the whole in tum^ 
ing from the scene, and hastening to the church:'— The 
bells were still chiming, and I still interpreted thefr 
language: *<x)me with me from Lebanon^ my spouse* 
with me from Lebanon; lo<^ from the top of Amana, 
fromthe topof Shenir, and Hermon; from the lions' dens; 
from the mountains of the leopards.'^ 

"Yes,*' said my heart, as I construed the gracious 
invitation, "I will come with thee my beloved; for thy 
love is better than wine. Neither yhall the goodly 
mountain of Lebanon, which Moses, the man of God, 
so ardently longed to see; nor Slienlr, nor Hermon, 
iLcep me back. Lions in human form> and dinners 
.whose various hue, like the spots of the leopard, are in 
Vol. IV. 22 - n } 
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every place; but, Lord, I will come out ^rom amcmg 
Uiem, and touch not the unclean thingr Yes, Lord, I 
will attend thee to tlie ordinances of thy grace, where 
<*the king is held in the galleries,** and where he "man- 
ifests himself otherwise than he doth to the world." 
At thy call I come, and will go firth with thee 
^%ito the fields, and lodge in the Tillages, and get up 
early to the vineyards." For the field of thy scripture, 
-and the villages of thy people, and the vineyards of thy 
€hurcb,will aH be sweet and precious when Jesus is in 
the midst, and where he gives his loves." 

Oh, did the world but know the sweets of that gra. 
•cious communion which takes place between Jesus and 
his people! Had they an apprehension of that "joy 
which is unspeakable and full of glory," which ariseth 
from the mutual communications, when he imparts of 
his fulness and exchanges for their emptiness,«^we 
should not find the wretched mistake which is now so 
often made in the prosecution of things temporal, to the 
loss of those which are eternal! 

I forgot awhile, in the house of prayer, the dis- 

. tressing sights I had left behind me in the street. Like 

the church brought into the banqueting-house, "I sat 

under the shadow of Jesus with great delight, and his 

fruit was sweet to kny taste." 

Jesus, one day beneath thine eye. 

To hear thy gracious voice, 
Exceeds a whole eternity 

In empty carnal joys. 
Had I the world at roy command. 

With all th* expanse of sea. 
For one bless'd hour at thy right hand, 

I*d give the whole away. 
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But when the public services of the day were over, 
my thoughts again recurred to the recollection of the 
unpleasant scenes of the morning. What is become 
of the multitude ^I said to myself as I returned from 
the house of Gud)'which I beheld going forth "to sport 
themselves (as Scripture strongly expresses it) witk 
tlwir own deceivings?" Perhaps, some of them are no 
morel Awful consideration! Perhaps otliers, with 
broken limbsj or sad disasters, are lamenting over theip 
own folly; and, no doubt, a great mass in such a state- 
of drunkenness, as to be incapable of thin king, at alL 

Is it not astonishing that serious considerations on 
the sin and ruin of such pursuits, should never cross 
th^ minds of men of this description! It is indeed easy 
to conceive that, during the heyday of folly, and whrlc 
the delirium remains, there can be but little thne for 
refiection;-^-but one might be led to hope that, when 
the effervescence of the pleasurable moment had sub- 
sided, men could not be prompted to prosecute the 
same everlasting chase from one Sabbath to another. 
It is difficult to believe that any> even of the most aban- 
doned Sabbath-breakers, can have his mind so harden- 
ed, through the deceitfulness oi sin, as cordially to 
approve what he is nevertheless perpetu^dly pursuing. 
Suppose the question were proposed to him at the cool 
of the evening, and he were asked, Whether the day 
had been spent by him in such a manner as, upon due 
reflection, he could wi&h it to have been?-^whether it 
meets his perfect appr6bation?-l-and whether he sup- 
^poseth that God approves of it also? 

As these thoughts occupied my mind, the turn- 
pike-gate, which I had seen in the mpming* opeped again 
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to my view, and the multitude were as numerous as 
•ver. I felt a disposition to go towards it Perhaps 
an opportunity may present itself of being useful. It 
U possible that one or another of the thoughtless throng 
may have a mind open to conviction. The idea pleased 
me^ and I determined to make the experiment. With 
this view, I turned aside from the street which led to 
jny home, and crossed to the gate. To a mind unac- 
customed to what passeth in the world on a Sabbath 
when the day is fine, what astonishment would be ex^ 
cited were he to come forth amidst the busy pleasure- 
pursuing multitu<)e! The imagination indeed is not suf- 
ficiently capacious to form an adequate conception of 
the various scenes which present themselves in cveiy 
direction. As I passed on, mine eyes and ears were 
made continued purveyors of evil. Apple-stalls in the 
•pen road, children of all ages, and young men and girls 
of stouter years, of all descriptions, as much engaged 
in their pastimes as on the common days of the week. 
Shops here and there half shut, as if to put a little 
blush upon it; but in reality to say, We admit of no 
restraint to our traffic Troops of servants, of* both 
sexes, in the enjoyment of what is called their Sunday 
oi/^;<— «nd multitudes of higher rank, by way of exam- 
ple, m proof that they kept no Sunday in. The mind 
sickens in the prospect. Like the patriarch at Gerar, 
every looker-on, not totally lost to feeling, must make 
the same reflection as he did; "Surely, the fear of God 
is not in this place!'* 

And who shall calculate, in the aggregate, the sum 
total of Sunday profanation on the more retired paths 
•f it, when we behold with what unblushing confideuem 
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men come forward, in open day-light, as if to tell the 
world they despise all laws respecting it, both human 
and Divine? Surely, if the Jew we read of, was counted 
worthy of stoning, because he had gathered sticks on 
the SabWh-day, the character calling himself Chris' 
Uau, can hardly flatter himself tliat he shall escape with 
inqimnity, under a more daring violation of the Lord's 
Dayl Indeed, is not the general disregard of the Sab- 
bath, which the present period abounds with, among 
the crying «ins of the nation, eminently alarming? Doth 
not ^is species of transgression erect itself into a more 
daring form of defiance, as peculiarly directed towards 
God?-*^nd may we not hear a voice walking thrt>ugh 
1;he land,-*-^Shall I not visit for these things, saith the 
Lord?— shall ©ot my soul be-avex^ed of such a natioa 
as this?** 

I pause one moment, to congratulate the people at 
large that tliere is yet a seed which serve God. And 
I pause another, to remind the people of God them- 
selves of their happy privileges. Your mercies, in this 
respects are incalculable, in whose hearts Mid in whose 
houses the fear of God is. To be kept even from be- 
holding the whirlpool in which the mass are engulfe^ 
en those sacred days; to stand in a place of safety^ 
wliere the high water-mark of their sin and destruc-; 
tion cannot reach, and to be exempt from the very cir- 
cle of temptation, ia an- unspeakable blessing, of the 
extent of which you ^e not fully aware. I know in«- 
deed that many gracious souls complain^ of the lean- 
ness of ordinances, and of their own barrenness under 
thpm; but I know also, that those very complaints do, 
in a great measure, refute themselves for tl»y actual 
Vol. IV. ♦ 22 n \ 
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ly prove, that the desire of the soul is for greater and 
closer communion with the Lord; and it will be well 
for such to inquire of their own minds. Whether the 
Lord doth not sometimes throw a damp upon the sweet- 
. est ordinances, on purpose to teach that it is the Lord 
of ordinances and not the ordinance itself,, which can 
ifuly satisfy the soul? And if means become less profit- 
able, in order to endear him the more to the heart, 
surely what seemed a loss, becomes ultimately a gain; 
and that man is truly taught of God who knows how to 
spin comfort, even from the entangled and thready frag- 
ments of Jife; which, though they yield not in them- 
selves profit, become the means of leading to it. In this 
sense, the least solemn periods of this holy day, though 
not engaged in Divine exercises, minister to good; for 
they keep from the world, into which it is impossible 
to go forth without meeting at every step we take, 
like Jacob's daughter, circumstances to offer violence 
to the chastity of the souL 

As I prosecuted my path amidst these scenes of 
general dissipation, distressed with all I saw, and not 
a gleam of hope from the countenances of any I met 
•f being useful, one object, of more than comnAon at- 
traction, caught mine eye, which seemed to wage war 
with all the sanctity oC the Sabbath: it was one of those 
modem hotels where the invitation to jollity, that it 
might not be mistaken, was p^ced over the door in the 
most conspicuous characters, ^ An Ordinary here every 
Sunday.^ Admirable expedient, I exclaimed, to en- 
sure success! Sunday^ forsootih, must be the day, and 
every Sunday too! Had such entertainments been in 
repute when Bunyan wrote bis Filgrim, they would 
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have ms^de a striking figure in the scenes of his Vani- 
ty-Fair! 

I paused as I read it. Would the gentleness of 
expostulation (I said to myself) operate upon such 
minds, were it to be called forth? Would any of this 
description listen to reproof Alas! would not the glow- 
worm of resentment rather redden through the whole^ 
countenance? Most likely, lenient measures would lose 
M. efficacy; and to rouse from such a state of conduct^ 
can only be the result of caustic applications; but, had 
I the power and opportunity, like the herald of Philip, 
though on a commission of higher moment than his, I 
would, morning by mornings cry aloud, through all the 
chambers of the hearty ^^What is a man pr9^t^d if he 
should gain the whole world and lose his own soul?" 

—The evening was fer advanced. It was high 
time to return from my fruitless expedition; besides^ 
the sacred employments of the day had suffered much 
by the interruption. I hastened home, under the im- 
pressions of the happiness of those who have God for 
their portion, and the enjoyment of his Sabbaths> the 
blessed privilege of his people here below. I recol* 
lected what David had said, and I felt the full sweet- 
ness of ity— ^'Blessed are tl>ey that dwell in God's 
house; they will be still praising him!*' — and, if there 
be a heaverr upon earth, it must be in such employ- 
ments!— -Reader, what are your sentiments on this sub- 
ject? Can you, and do you, join issue in it? Surely, 
Charity herself, with all the energies she possesseth, 
cannot hope that a heart deadened to Divine impres- 
^ons upon earth, can be aliv^ to their enjoyment in 
keaven! And certsdn it is> jif we do not relish the sweet 
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pleasures of devolion God hath appointed for men here 
below, never shall we attain, or even if attained, trulj 
relish, the felicities of that rcstvfMch renudneth/br the 
fieofile of God. R. Hawkkr. 



DAVID HUME, ESQ. 

The following admirable remarks on the death of the 
celebrated infidel, David Hume, in the Eclectic Rcvievfy 
have excited general attention. We avail ourselves of 
the liberality of its conductorta, to gratify such of' our 
readers as are unacquainted with that work, by inserting 
an extract from a critique on Ritchie's Life of Hume: 
<His death,' as the Reviewer observes, *will probably be 
admitted, and even cited by infidels, as an example of 
the noblest and most magnanimous deportment in the 
prospect of death, that it is possible for any of their 
class to maintain; an example, indeed, which very few 
of them ever, in their serious moments, dare promise 
themselves to equal, though they may deem it in the 
highest degree enviable. It may be taken as.quite their 
apostolic specimen, standing parallel in their history to 
the instance of St. Paul in the records tA the Christians, 
*I have foi ght a good fight,* &c. 

<For a short time previous to his death, he amused 
himself with playing at cards, making whimsical lega- 
cies, and other trifling occupations. As an instance of 
of his ^sportive disposition,' ^notwithstanding the pros- 
pect of speedy dissolution,* his biographer relates, that 
when reading Lucian's Dialogues of the Dead, he divert- 
ed himself with inventing several jocular excuses which 
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,he supposed he might make to Charon; ai^d in imagine 
ing the very surly answers which it might suit the char« 

' acter of Charon to return to them: "Upon further con^ 
sideration/V said he, "I thought I might say to him^ 
'Good Charon, I have been correcting my works for a 
new edition. Allow me a little time, that I may sec 
how the public receive the alterations?' But Charon 
would answer, "When you see the effect of these, you 
will be for making other alterations. There will be no 
end of such excuses; so, honest friend, please to step 
into the boat." But I might still urge, *Have a little 
patience, good Charon: I have been endeavoring to 
open the eyes of the public. If I live a few years 
longer, I may have the satisfaction of seeing the down* 
fal of some of the prevailing systems of superstition.* 
But Charon would then lose all temper and decency. 
"You loitering rogue, that will not happen these many 
hundred years. Do you fancy I will grant you a lease 
for so long a term? Get into the boat this instant, you 
lazy, loitering rogue." 

This anecdote is accompanied with the following 
just and striking reflections on the part of the Re- 
viewer: Mst, Supposing a certainty of the final cessa- 
tion of conscious existence at death, this indifference 
to life, if it was not affected (which indeed we suspect 
it to have been in part) was an absurd undervaluation of 
a possession which almost all rational creatures, that 
have not been extremely miserable, have held most 
dear, and which is, in its own nature, most precioua. 
To be a conscious agent, exciting a rich combination 
of wonderful faculties, to feel an infinite variety of 
pleasurable sensations and emotions, to contemplate all 
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nature, to extend an intellectual presence to indeEnitc 
ages of the past and future, to possess a perennial 
spring of ideas, to run infinite lengths of inquiry, with 
the delight of exercise and fleetness, even when not 
with tlie satisfaction of full attainment, and to be a lord 
over inanimate matter, compelling it to an action and 
an use altogether foreign to its nature, to be all this, is a 
state so stupendously different from that of being sina* 
ply a piece of clay, that to be quite easy and compla- 
cent in the immediate prospect of passing from the one 
to the otlier, is a total inversion of all reasonable esti- 
mates of things; it is a renunciation, we do not say of 
sound philosophy, but of common sense. The certainty 
that the loss will not be felt after it has taken place, will 
but little sooth a man of unperverted mind, in consid'- 
eriQg what it is that he is"" going to lose. 

*2. The jocularity of the philosopher was contrary 
to good taste. Supposing that the expected loss were 
not, according to a grand law of nature, a cause for mel- 
ancholy and desperation, but that the contentment were 
rational; yet the approaching transformation was, at 
all events, to be regarded as a very grave and very 
strange event; and therefore jocularity was totally in- 
congruous with the anticipation of such an event: a 
grave and solemn feeling was the only one that could be 
in unison with the contemplation of such a change. 
There was, in this instance,the same incongruity which 
we should impute to a writer who should mingle buf- 
foonery in a solemn crisis of the drama, or with the 
most pomentous event of a history. To be in harmo- 
ny with his situation, in his own view of that situation, 
the expressions of the dying philosopher were required 
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to be dignified; and, if they were in any degree viva- 
cious, the vivacity ought to have been rendered grace- 
ful, by being accompanied with the noblest ejRbrt of the 
intellect, of which the efforts were going to cease for 
ever. The low vivacity of which we have been reading, 
seems to be like the quickening corruption of a mind 
whose faculty of perception is putrifying and dissolving, 
even before the body. It is true, that good men, of a 
high order, have been known to utter pleasantries in 
their last hours; but these have been pleasantries of a 
fine ethereal quality, the scintillations of animated hopej 
the high pulsations of mental health, the involuntary 
movements of a spirit feeling itself free even in the 
grasp of death, the natural springs and boundings of 
faculties on the point of obtaining a still much greater 
and a boundless liberty. These had no resemblance to 
the low and labored jokes of our philosopher; jokes so 
labored as to give strong cause for suspicion, after all, 
that they were of the same nature, and for the same 
purpose, as the expedient of a boy on passing thl*ough 
some gloomy place in the night, who whistles to lessen 
his fear, or to persuade his companion that he does not 
feel it. 

«3. Such a manner of meeting death was inconsist- 
ent with the skepticism to which Hume was always 
found to avow his adherence; for that skepticism ne- 
cessarily acknowledged a possibility and a chance that 
the religion which he had scorned might, notwithstand- 
ing^ be found true, and might, in the moment after his 
death,* glare upon him with all its terrors. But how 
dreadful to a reflecting mind would have been the 
iSmallest chance of meeting such a vision! Yet the plii^- 
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losopher could be cracking his heavy jokes, atMl Dr. 
Smith could be much diverted at the sport! 

<4. To a man who solemnly believes the truth of 
revelation, and therefore the threatenings of Divine 
vengeance against the despisers of it, this scene wi)I 
present as mournful a spectacle as perhaps the sum 
ever shone upon. We have beheld a man of great tal- 
ents and invincible perseverance, entering.on his career 
vrith the profession of an impartial inquiry after truth, 
met at every stage and step by the evidences and ex* 
postulations of religion and the claims of his Creator, . 
but devoting his labors to the pursuit of fame and the 
promotion of impiety, at length acquiring and accom- 
plishing, as he declared himself, all he had intended and 
desired, and descending toward the close of life amidst 
tranquillity, widely extending reputation, and the hom- 
age of the great and the learned.^ We behold him ap- 
pointed soon to appear before that Judge to whom he 
had never alluded but with malice or contempt; yet 
preserving to appearance an^ entire self complacency, 
idly jesting about his approaching dissolution, and 
mii.gling with the insane sport his references to the 
fall of 'superstition:* a term of which the meaning is 
hardly ever dubious when expressed by such men. We 
behold him at last carried off, and we seem to hear, the 
following moment, from the da**kness in which he van-, 
ishes, the shriek of surprise and terror, and the over- 
powering accents of the messenger of vengeance! On 
the whole globe there probably was not acting, at the 
time, so mournful a tragedy as tluttof which the friends 
of Kume were the spectators, without being aware thet 
it was any tragedy at all.* 
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CHARACTER OF JOSIAH. 

In iht eighth year qf Mareign^ wfdle he was yet youngs 
he began to seek after the God of Davidy his father. 

2 Chronicles xxxiy. 3. 

We have here a beautiful example of early piety! At 
the age of eight years he succeeded to the crown of 
Judah, after the death of Amon, who fell by the hand of 
violence; but happily for him, the care of his education 
was committed to good men, whose instructions were 
probably the means of his becoming truly religious; but 
God himself was doubtless the Great Teacher. We 
have no particular account of him till he was sixteen 
years old. At that period, the seeds of piety sprang 
up with uncommon vigor; at that period, when the 
passions become peculiarly strong, and when he was 
exposed to all the temptations of a court, then he began 
to seek after the God of David his father. 

'Seeking God,* signifies the whole of religiort. 
God, indeed, <is not far from any one of us; for in hfiii 
we live, and move, and have our being.' We need not 
go far to find him. If we do but open our eyes, we 
behold the ever present God. But, alas! few are will* 
ing to behold him! Most men live as much 'without 
God in the world,* as if he Were at the greatest distance. 
It is only by the power of the Holy Spirit that we are 
disposed to seek him; and for this purpose he convinces 
us that 'his favor l« better than life.* We are satisfied 
that nothing but an interest in his pardoning«Jove| 
through jesiis, can render Us safe or happy. Josiah 
}>osse9sed a crown; he was surrounded with numerous 
Vol. IV. 33 
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friends, and furnished with all the means of sensual 
gratification; but these could not satisfy; his <soul thirst- 
ed for God, for the living God.* 

It was Hhe God of David his father,* that he sought. 
Not that Josiah was the next in descent from David; he 
was at several removes distant; and there had been a 
great falling off in some of his ancestors; but David 
was that excellent prince whose pious example he 
wished to imitate, and chiefly because of his eminent 
zeal for the worship of God. 

Children may take much encouragement from the 
remembrance of their godly parents. God is ever 
rcjidy to be found of all the children of men who seek 
him in Jesus; but the seed of a faithful Abraham, or a 
holy David, are peculiarly acceptable to him. 

We have a striking proof of Josiah's sincerity in 
regard to the Bible. That holy book had been much 
neglected in his father's time; and copies of it seem to 
have been so scarce, that the king, and even the minis- 
ters of religion, appear to have b<een unacquainted with 
it» sacred contents; but when a copy (probably the orig- 
inal one) was found in the temple, and it was read to 
Josiah, he was greatly affected; for he perceived how 
far the nation _had departed from God, and to what 
dreadful wrath they were exposed. 

O children! value the word of God! Be thankful 
that you can read and hear it with so much ease! and 
may you be among those that 'tremble at the word of 
God,* where it denounces his wrath against sin, while 
you rejoice in the precious promises of salvation with 
whicn it abounds! 
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Josiah's sincerity was manifested by the zeal with' 
which he propagated the knowledge of God's '^yord 
among his subjects. He called the people together^ 
and was not ashamed to appear as a preacher among 
them. He read to them what Jiad so deeply impressed 
his own heart, and he publicly entered into a covenant 
with God to serve him faithfully, engaging them to do 
the same. 

Thus he continued for many years an eminent 
blessing to his country; and he obtained this honorable i 
character, That there was none like him for the firm- 
ness of his trust and confidence in God. 

. Children! if you begin betimes to seek and own 
the God of your fathers, you may indulge a hope of ber 
ing permitted, for many years, to glorify him on earth, 
by being useful in your several stations, and then of be- 
ing admitted to his glorious presence, where <tberc is" 
fulness of joy, and pleasures for evermore.' 



MAUY. 

A CHARACTER. 

Whixe Religion crowns the hoary head with dignityt 
it decorates the face of youth with a thousand charms I 
The youthful Mary's portrait is worthy of our regard. 
In her the great advantages of early and serious instruc- 
tion were strikingly illustrated. The seminary where 
this amiable girl was educated, enjoyed the privilege of 
a governess and teacher, who, in furnishing their pu- 
pils with suitable knowledge for domestic life, thought 
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h highly requisite to pay the strictest attention to the 
concerns of their souls. Worthy mothers in Israel, 
your labors have not been in vain in the Lord! How 
many blessings to society, and ornaments to the church 
of God, have been produced through your tender care! 
What husbands, children, and fathers will long vener- 
ate your names and embalm your memories! husbands 
for wives, children for parents, and fathers for children, 
whose works also praise them in the gate! Nursed by 
the fostering care of these eminent women, of whom 
the principal is now enjoying the full reward of her la- 
bors, the young Mary sprung up a promising plant, and 
already exhaled the most delightful fragrance, though 
yet in the bud. Retired from the giddy part of her asso- 
ciates at school, she often united for social prayer with 
a select few, whose mindsj early enlightened by Divine 
grace; had discovered that < Wisdom's ways are ways 
of pleasantness.* Of that number one only remains; 
several of them having been snatched away in early 
youth, within a few short years. 

The impressions received at school were God*s 
work. Mary, though formerly gay in her disposition, 
never again returned to folly. The way to God's house 
was diligently measured by her steps; and whatever 
seat might be vacant, hers was occupied. Early and 
late, in season and out of season, she attended every 
part of devotion. Her conduct said, 'Lord, I have lov- 
ed the habitation of thine house, and the place where 
thine honor dwelleth.* Mary was not a forgetful hear- 
er of the word. As if afraid •f losing the good seed 
that was sown, she always hastened from the temple to 
the closet, and watered U by meditation and prayer. In*' 
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deed, Nathaniel's favorite spot was the spot of Mary; and, 
unobserved by others, often was she to be found under 
-the fig-tree, in converse alone with God. Mary was- 
not content with speculative notions in her head; the 
root of the matter was in her heartl Hence she was not 
a rambling hearer: her mind was too judicious and her 
disposition too pious; and when invited to wander, she 
expressed the tenderest concern for the feelings 6f her 
minister. Mary's companions were few; but her de- 
light waa ih the excellent of the earth. On other 
subjects she was reserved; but on vsacred themes she. 
^opened her mouth in wisdom.* While many profes* 
sors fill their minds with the empty trash of the day,, 
her attention was only engird by the pages^of inspira-^ 
tion, or the works of pious authors. *The Walk of 
Faith' was the last of these guides that directed her to» 
immortal glory! 

Mary was not selfish in her religionr she wished 
ta carry others with her to heaven. Though ^he made 
no noise about her profession, she was not ashamed of 
the Redeemer's- cause.. On proper occasions she eould ' 
speak a word in season. She loved -souls, and loved 
her Savior; and has dropped the affectionate tear over 
those who despised and rejected the hope of Israel. 
All these Christian beauties appeared the brighter irn 
the garb of Humility^ The humblest cottage was fre- 
quently her resort, that she might derive heavenly wis- 
dom from the poorest follower of Christ.. In all her 
deportment she was clothed with the ornament of an 
meek and quiet spirit, which, in the sight of God, is ©fi 
great price! Though strict in the performance o£ eve- 
py Christian duty, merit formed no part of Maryls cree^ 
Vol. ly^ ♦ 23 
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^ What a consolation,' said she to a friendy ^tltat we hare 
not an High Priest who cannot be touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities, who perfumes our every sigh, 
and who ever lives to make intercession for us! On him 
alone I rely for salvation, and renounce all dependence 
upon any merit of my own! O that I were more con- 
formed to his lovely image!' 

At length this charming flower was blasted in its 
bloom! The sun suddenly become eclipsed at noon* 
day!'^the tabernacle, that had only been erected 18 
years, in a few days was mingled with the dust! Who 
has a righvto arraign the dispensations of the Most 
High? *Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?* 
Though ^clouds and darkness are round about him, yet 
JAtstice and judgment are the habitation of his throne.' 
G ye thoughtless young, learn a lesson from Mary's 
expiring lips! <If repentance had not been given be- 
fore, what time could now be insured for the important 
work!' *Be ye also ready.' How worthy is her exam- 
ple of your imitation; for 'Mary hath chosen that good 
part which shall not be taken away from her!' 

Farewell! happy Spirit, Farewell ! Thy Christian 
friends must long cherish thy remembrance, admire 
thine example, and, though submissive to Providence, 
regret thine early departure. Dear saint, thy recent 
wishes are now sweetly fulfilled! — enjoy them for ever; 
and may my soul enjoy them with thee! 

'Make haste^ my days, and reaeh the goaI» 

And bring my heart to rest 
Oo the dear centre of my sonl^ 

My God» my Sarior^a breast!' 
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Youthfiil reader, this was a real character. The 
name is of little moment, — ^the example relates to thine 
eternal interest! 



PABLOR RELIGION 

EXEMPLIFIED IN TH& PRACTICE OF HONORIO AND HIS 
FAMILY AND FRIENDS. 

TfiosB'^to whom the Lord has given a plenty of the good 
things of this world, have it in their power to anticipate 
something of the employments and enjoyments of heav* 
en, so far as the imperfection of the present state wiH 
permit; for they have all things richly to enjoy; they may 
choose their company, their time, and entertainments, 
and in all things follow the pious disposition of their 
hearts. It is a happiness for a religious man to visit, 
or to be in a house that has a good man at its head. 
Such a house as that of Honorio. 

In the morning the parlor is decently prepar- 
ed, and warmed for the reception of the pious heads of 
the family, who come from their chamber smiling with 
gratitude to God, and good humored with their diligent 
servants. The little family during their infancy are 
in the nursery, and every thing that might interrupt, 
is prohibited from entering the parlor, which is at this 
hour a chapel for devotion. The clock having struck < 
the well known hour, Honorio and his beloved wife are 
seated with the book of God before them; the servants 
enter with looks expressive of the happiness they feel 
in having the privilege of being €rod's free men, and 
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joining their master and mistress in his service. Un- 
der the direction of Honorio, a song of praise to God 
for his mercies is offered up by this primidve church, 
and a portion of Scripture is read, that their minds may 
become more familiarly acquainted with the Sacred 
Oracles. This being done, they all bow their knees to 
Him by whom the whole family in heaven and earth 
is named, and the good Honorio calls upon his Lord 
and Master in heaven, with expressions of profound 
homage and humility, blessing him for the favors of 
the past night, and the pleasure of seeing the light of 
the returning day. Like the great High Priest he bears 
on his heart dl his family before God, and entreats for 
particular mercies according to the known state of his 
household, and puts himself and all his affairs, both 
temporal and spiritual, into the hands of his Heavenly 
Father. He then gives them his benediction, and 
they all arise. The happy servants, cheered and warm- 
ed with the aids of devotion, return to their duty, each 
according to his place; and the heads of the family, with 
their guests (if such are present) sit down to breakfast 
on the overflowing bounty of God*s providence. Busi- 
ness, or works of piety, perhaps, call the master away; 
find the mistress, having given directions in her femily, 
takes her usual seat and employment in her parlor. 
The Bible is laid near her, to be referred to as her best 
friend and director, her richest cordial in trouble, and 
most faithful monitor in doubtful cases. Nor is she 
fearful that any visitor should find, her with thb com*- 
panion, for she desires no company but those who love 
the Scriptures. She is rather of the sentiments of a 
well-known female, who brought her Family Bible into. 
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her parlor, and, laying it on the table, said, "Lie there 
thou best of books, and keep thou thy place whoever 
comes in." A pious visitor or two, or a minister of 
Christ perhaps, drops in, in the forenoon. If so, the 
time- is not wasted in unprofitable talk, but the parlor 
is honored by being changed into the similitude of 
the holy mount. The heavenly woman and her guests 
enter into discourse, as Moses and Elias did, on what 
once passed at Jerusalem, when Jesus gave his life a 
ransom for many;^ and their experience so confirms 
their interest in that work of love, that their hearts bum 
within them, and, like Peter, they find it good to be 
there. 

The hour to dine being come, Honorio returns^ 
wid probably brings a religious friend or two to hia 
hospitable mansion. The table being spread witb 
plenty, without ostentation, the provision is sanctified^ 
by the prayer of Honorio, penetrated with a sense of 
having forfeited every thing by sin, but having recov- 
ered all by the merit of his great Savior, a remembrance 
of whose love makes every thing more sweet and re- 
freshing. Having used, but not abused, the bounties of 
Providence, grateful acknowledgments are returned 
to the great Giver of every good gift; and the pious few 
mingle profitable discourse with their wine, or concert 
some plan for supplying the wants of those who are ia 
distressing circumstances. Towards evening, a select 
company grace the tea-table; and the interests of the 
Gospel, with the best means of spreading its influence 
around them, become the subjects of their conversation. 
The hour of parting being come, the praises of God in- 
troduce the devotion of the evening, in which, as in 
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the morning, the Scriptures are read, and all the family 
called to unite. Care is taken not to protract this ser- 
vice to sin immoderate length, lest the children, on ac- 
count of their tender years, and the servants, wearied 
with the labor of the day, might be inclined to sleep 
when their miiids ought to be attentive. Nor is it hur« 
ried over as though it were of no importance; but suffi- 
cient time is taken reverently and decently to thank 
God for his goodness, earnestly to entreat him to pardon 
their sins, and to commit themselves into his care and 
protection. 

O ye worldlings! what can ye produce in the scenes 
of your lives that is worthy to be compared with this? 
**Thc curse of God,*' says the Scripture, "is in the 
dwellings of the wicked." Your parlors have no bless- 
ings in them. Your children and servants never hear 
tbe name of God mentioned in them, unless it be to 
blaspheme it. Your tables are unblessed. At your 
banquets, intemperance reigns, and modesty is put to 
the blush. The parlors I have been describing are 
types of heaven, where due returns are made to God for 
his bounty. Ye are deluded by what you call rational 
amusements. Like children, you divert yourselves in 
foolish play, night after night, wasting your time and 
substance. ."And the God in whose hands your breath 
is, and whose are all your ways, you have not glorified." 
Any thing that is serious and useful to your souls, you 
will not once hear, much less will you hear it repeated. 
"And what will ye do in the end thereof?'* O that ye 
Were wise, that ye would consider your ways, and at 
last make some returns of gratitude to a gracious God 
for all his benefits bestowed upon youl 
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SOME ACCOUNT OF THE FAMILY OF THE NARROW- 
SOULS; THEIR ORIGIN AND MANNERS. 

AN ALLEGORY. 

Mr. Narrow-soul, the father of the family, was the im- 
mediate descendant of Mr. Loveself and Mrs. Saveall. 
Though an only son, he had not the advantage of a lib* 
eral education, as his mother had a particular aversion 
to public seminaries. She often used to say, That it 
would cost more to maintain one child at a boarding- 
school than to bring up three at home: whatever they 
might learn at those places, they were never taught the 
value of money; which, in her estimation, was of more 
importance than all the learning in the world: besides 
this, she insisted upon it, tftat their heads were filled 
with notions which made them unfit for business, and 
that they acquired habits of extravagance under the idea 
of liberality; which were extremely prejudicial to their 
interests. Thus circumstanced, poor Narrow-soul had 
' no opportunity of obtaining any useful knowledge, be- 
yond what he could pick up at a little day-school in the 
neighborhood; add to this, that he had naturally a very 
great aversion to reading, in which disposition he was 
unhappily encouraged by both parents; for it was grown 
into a proverb with them, That people would never get 
• forward in the world who were always poring over 
books, excepting only those books which were neces* 
sary in keeping accounts; — ^and these, they admittedi 
could not be inspected too often, or examined too 
closely. 

When Narrow-soul arrived at years of maturity, it so 
happened) that he fell In love with Party-zeal. She wai 
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the eldest daughter of Superstition, a descendant of the 
ancient family of the Bigots, who, for many years, had 
their principal residence at Rome. His parents made 
no objection to the match; only his mother was rather 
fearful, lest the object of his attachment, who was of a 
quick and lively turn, should lead him into expenses, 
which were not quite compatible with her views of econ- 
omy. She did not, however, oppose the union; which 
accordingly took place, and proved the source of a nu- 
merous progeny. 

Their descendants have also multiplied to that degree 
that there are few families which may not be traced to 
one or other of them, though they are seldom will- 
ing to own the extraction. They are ipdeed of various 
denominations, and called by different names; yet a fam- 
ily-likeness may be observed in them all.- They par- 
ticularly resemble old Love-self; and those who posses- 
sed an intimate acquaintance with that gentleman, would 
find no difficulty in discovering the lineaments of his 
face in his numerous posterity. Though descended 
from the same original stock, they are often at variance 
with one another, as they are divided into distinct classes 
or tiibes, who regard each other with the greatest an* 
tipathy; so that the worjd has frequently been disturbed, 
and whole nations desolated, ^through the attempts that 
have been made by one or other of the tribes to extfcr* 
minate the rest 

Some, perhaps, may be ready to inquire what re» 
ligious sentiments they profess. It would be very dif!i«> 
cult to give a satisfactory answer to this question, since 
it might easily be proved, that there is no sentiment in 
religion, either true or false, which has not been fierce* 
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ly contended for by some of their tribes. It may be re- 
marked, however, that let the particular denomination 
be what it may, the distingtiishing characteristics of that 
denomination^ have always been considered by them as 
fitter objects of religious zeal than the fundamental 
truths of the gospel, or the common interests of Chris- 
tianity; and they would rejoice more at the success of 
their efforts in making a proselyte from one tribe to an- 
other, than in converting a sinner from the error of his 
ways: nor would the news of a whole nation of heathen 
embracing the gospel, give them so much pleasure as 
to hear of the spread of their own peculiar sentiments, 
and the increase of their party. This being the case, 
we need not be surprised that Missionary efforts iiave 
never met with their cordial approbation. As the prin- 
cipal promoters of such benevolent attempts utterly 
disclaim all party-views, they present nothing that can 
appear sufficiently interesting ^to Narrow-souls; some 
of whom go so far as to^say, that the gospel ought not 
to be preached to sinners at all; in direct opposition to 
the commission of our Lord, and the example of his 
apostles. "As well," they will say, "may you preach 
to the dead in the church-yard as to those who are dead 
in trespasses and sins:" as if carnal reason should be at- 
tended to rather than the command of Christ, who has 
positively said, "Preach the gospel to every creature." 
Thus do they err, not knowing the Scriptures, nor the 
power of God, who can and will, when it is his pleasure, 
give efficacy to his own word, and cause the dead in sin 
to hear the voice of the Son of God and live. 

In, commercial concerns^ there are none who have 
toe t with greater success than the Narrow-»©«ls. Among . 
Vol. IV. 34 
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thos^ who have acquired lai^e fortunes {torn smali' be- 
ginnings, there ^upe^ many who belong to this fiunUy; isqk 
is it to be wondered at) for the powers of the mind, like 
streams of water confined within a narrow-r ompassy ^g«l 
directed to a particular oliject, exert Aemselyes in pui> 
suit of that object with a force and impetus whicb is 
not to be expected in those whose views are more en-» 
larged, and the objects of their attention more diver- 
sified. 

There being so many various classes of Narrow- 
souls, it is in.possible to give a particular description 
that would exactly suit them all; for, in many instances) 
they materially differ from each other, yet, in the gene- 
ral outline of their character, there is a very striking 
resemblance. As for example, they are universally con" 
tracted in their views, selfish in their aims, mean in their 
pursuits, and miserable in their tempers; unhappy in 
themselveS) and the source of unhappiness to all about 
them, especially their inferiors and dependents. 



FBEE THOUGHTS 

ON THE PBOPRIETT, IMPOHTANCE, AND ADVAltTA€«8 OF 

FAMILY-MEETINGS. 

In the morning of this world's existence, it was declar- 
ed by infinite Wisdom, who is perfectly acquainted with 
the constitution of human nature, "It is not good that 
man should be alone," the Divine benevolence provid- 
ed him with a help-meet; and, in proportion as the 
iSsoxiily of our primitive parents increased, in that de- 
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gtee there was wider scope given for the exercise of 
the soeial affections. Man multiplied, new families 
were established, they spread, separated, and peopled 
the eastern continent. In pr%:ess of time, when the 
maintenance of a large family became arduous, the 
younger branches arriving at years of discretion, went 
forth to procure their own livelihood. To shew, how- 
ever that they gladly embraced opportunities of a gen- 
eral family-meeting, I exhibit a particular modiel. Job 
had three sons and seven daughters; and the sacred his- 
torian tells us, that «Hhey w«nt. and feasted in their 
touses, every one in Aeir day/* The expediency of 
such as8oeiatk>ns, not only appears from their occasion- 
. ally collecting the scattered members of dispersed 
households togeUier, but also from the opportunities 
they give of mutual congratulations on auspicious 
cVMits. There was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; the 
domei^c eircle assembled at a festival, and Jesus grac- 
ed it with his presence.^ In a parabolic representation 
of the conversion of a younger son, such was the joy of 
the fether and the rest of the relations, liiat they killed 
the fatted calf^ they ate and were merry; no member 
of the family, who could conveniently attend, was 
allowed to be ubsent; for the elder son was upbraided^ 
on account of his delay in, not appearing among the 
guests at the appointed time. The bbst robe and ring 
adorned the restored relative; the paternal roof resounded 
with "dulcet music;" and to the harmonies of the tabret 
and the pipe, was added the vocal song of ^^This my son 
was dead, but is alive agains was lost, but n6w is found.'^ 
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Interviews of this kind, sanctioned by the high 
-authority of Scripture, and by the legitimate rules of 
expediency, have their peculiar advantages; for, 

1st, Distance eng^ders coolness, even between 
loving friends; and more particularly when it is author- 
ized by an act of the will. t)n the contrary, communion 
strengthens the ties of affectionate union; Whether be- 
tween man and wife, parent and child, sisters and breth- 
ren: aild, 

3dly, An occasional family-meeting shews to all 
4round, that its members are firmly bound together by 
tiie endearments of domestic charity- I love to hear it 
said by others, Behold^ how good, and how pleasant it 
is for brethren to dwell together Jn unity! Pagans ex- 
claim, See how these Christians iove one another! 

3dly, These meetings furnish those who attend 
them, and who are engaged in active life, with a &vor- 
able opportunity for free and unreserved discussion on 
plans of private comfort and public usefulness. 

4thly, They may be termed "Heaven's Remem- 
brancers.'' In that house where there are many man- 
sions, a most numerous, noble, and final family-meeting 
will take place; the elder brother who, like Joseph, has 
been absent for a season, and is exalted to regal honors 
in the court of the King eternal, immortal, and invisible, 
shall then publicly declare his alliance. 

There will be a banquet, whence the guests sjiall 
never rise; a desert fresh gathered from the Tree of 
Life, the wine of the kingdom to regale the joyful kin- 
dred, and this jubilant anthem shall be sung to the Sav- 
ior's praise: Thou hast redeemed us out of all kindreds,' 
and nations, and tongues, and people, under heaven,'* 
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I only add, that symptoms of holiness, and acts of 
worship, should accompany and follow such social in- 
terviews as I have described. In Job's, which was real, 
in the prodigal's father, which was figurative, there 
was an offering of humility and praise. "Let us go 
and do likewise." 



HYMN FOR A FAMILY MEETING. 

As spices^ mingled with our food. 

Give flavor to the feast. 
So holy pleasures ever should 

Refresh and cheer the guest. 

To feed the g^ss corporeal frame. 

And starve the noUer mind, 
Dishonor6th the Christian name, 

And leaves no zest behind*. 

Jf taints in social circles meet. 

Like relatives of old» 
Sure, some should sit at Jesus^ feet. 
Or else his truth unfold. 

This is the true support of iife^ 

Provision for our souls! 
This kindles love, and conquers^ strife. 

And prejudice controls! 

Feed us, O Lord, with holy truth. 
While o'er this waste we roam^ 

Till parents, children, age, and youth,, 
Shall meet in Canaan's hom^l 

VoJm IY. *2^ 
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MISCELLANEOUS FRAGMEiTrS. 

YOUTHFUL BKNEVOLE^CE. 

Ik the institution of Saint Catherine at Petersburgh 
under the direction of Madam Bredhoff, an elderly lady 
of distinguished talents and sweetness of disposition, 
the following little circumstance occurred: In this in- 
stitution, which is supported by the Empress dowager, 
a limited number of young ladies ire admitted, free Df 
expense, by ballot; but others arc received upon pay- 
ings as it is termed, a pension^ At the last admbsion, 
t\^o little girls, the* eldest not exceeding ten years of 
age, the daughters of a naval captain, the father of a 
large family, presented themselves and drew, the. one 
a prize, and the other a blank. Although so young, 
they concluded that fate had, in this manner, resolved 
upon their separation: they felt it and wept. Another 
young lady, to whom the next chance devolved, drew a 
prize; and observing the distress of the sisters, without 
holding any communication with their parents, or with 
any other person, spontaneously ran up to the lucklesst 
little girl, presented her with the ticket, and, leading 
her up to the directr^s, saidy «*See, Madam, I have 
drawn a prize! but my papa can afford' to pay the pen- 
sion, and, I am sure, will pay it for me; pray, let one 
who is less fortunate en}oy the good that has happenc;d 
to me.** This charming anecdote -^J^ras immediately re- 
ported to the Empress dowager, who expressed the 
highest delight, and paid out of her own purse the pen- 
sion of the little benefactress. 
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ANECDOTE OF DR,BEATTIE AND HIS SON. 
It k much to lie ^^sired, that, in lessons to children, 
matters of fact, and examples taken from visible objects, 
stouid be made use of^ This wise method of instruc* 
tion was, perhaps, never more forcibly and more useful- 
ly employed, than in the fdlowtng instance of Dr. Beat- 
tie's son. The doctor, speaking of his son, thus ob- 
serves: «He had leached his fifth or sixth year, knew 
the alphabet, and could read a little; but had received 
no particular infbrmation with respect to Uie Author of 
iis being.* In a comer of a little garden, '^itHout in- 
forming any person of the circumstance, I wrote in 'Ae 
mould with my finger, the three initials of his natlie, 
and, sowing garden-cresses in the furrows, covered Kip 
the seed^ and smoothed the ground. Ten 4ay8 after^ 
he came running to me, and, with astonishment in his 
countenance, told me his name was growing in the gar- 
den. I laughed at the rex>ort, and seemed inclined to 
disregard it; but he insisted on my going to see what 
had happened. <*Yes," said I carelessly, on coming to- 
^e spot, ^'I see it is so» But what is there in this worth 
nodce? is it not mere chance?" and I went away. He 
followed me, and, taking hold of my coat, said, with 
some degree of earnestness, <It could not be mere 
chance, for that somebody moist have contrived matteri^ 
so as to produce it.* 

^So you think," said I, ^that what appears so reg» 
ular as the letters of your name, cannot be by chance?** 
^Yesy said he, with firmness, <I think so/ '^Look a^ 

* Sorely, Ibis w^ most vnlptUe ikegteot hi the parent God &M„ 
ihal «ki; of Mr reader»4hotkliiiuOitt^ik 
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3roursclt" 1 replied, "consider your hands and fingers^ 
jrour legs and feet, and other limbs; are they not regu- 
lar in their appearance, and useful to you?" He said 
they were. "Came you then hither;'* said I, "hgr 
chance?" *No,' he answered, *that ean^t be; some- 
thing must have made me.' "And who is that some- 
thing?" I asked. He said, <I don't know.' I had now 
gained the point I aimed at, and saw that his reason 
taught him (though he could not express it) that wha 
begins to be, must have a. cause; and that what is 
formed with regularity, must have an intelligent cause. 
I therefore told him the name of the great Being who 
made him and all the world; concerning whose adorable 
nature I gave him such information as I thought he 
could in some measure comprehend. The lesson af- 
lected him greatly, and he never forgot it, nor the cir- 
cummance that inU*oduced it. 



THE ATHEIST AND THE AETIFICUL GLOBB. 

The famous astronomer Athanasius Kircher, having zfi 
fl^cquaintance who denied the existence of a Supreme 
Being, took the following method to convince him of 
his error, upon his own principles: Expecting him up<- 
on a visit,' he procured a very handsome globe of the 
starry heavens, which being placed in a comer of the 
room at which it could not escape his friend's observa- 
tion, the latter seized the first occasion to ask irotA 
whence it came, and to whom it belonged. <Not to me,* 
said Kircher; <nor was it ever made by any fiersotif but 
ctuae here by mere cbancei* "That>" replied his skep^ 
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tical friend, "is impossible. You surely jest." i^ircher, 
however, seriously persisting in his assejrtion, took ot- 
casion to reason with his friend upon his own atheistical 
principles. <You will not/ said he, 'believe that this 
small body originated in mere chance; and yet you would 
contend those heavenly bodies, of which it is only a faint 
and diminitive resemblance, came into existence with- 
out order and design!' Pursuing this chain of reason* 
ing, his friend was at first confounded, in the next place 
convinced, and ultimately joined in a cordial acknowl« 
edgment of the absurdity q£ jdenying the existence of a 
God! 



THE VALUABLE ART OP PRINTING. 

The Value of the Art of Printingj aa it res/iecta the 
Spread of the Holy Scri/ituresy ia atrikingly evident j 
from the following Memoranda of Antiquity: 

In the year 1272, the pay of a laboring man was three 
halfpence per day** In 1274, the price of a Bible, with 
a Commentary, fairly written, was thirty pounds.f That 
precious volume which may now be obtained, by many 
laborers, for one day's pay, would then have cost them 
more than thirteen years's labor to procure. 

It is further worthy of remark, that, in the year 
1240, yie building of two arches of London Bridge, coa£ 
twenty-five pounds;| five pounds less than the value of 
a Bible! How great are the privileges of Christiana! 

* See Dttgdale's Warwickshire. ' f See Stove's Annals, page 4ia 
# See Maddox's History of the Exoht^aec. ^ 
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We now enjoy the blaze of gospel-dEy; the lines ore 
.&Hen to UB in pleasant places, yea, we have a goodly 
herhage. €r©d grant that onr ancestors may never rise 
In judgment agidnst us Ibr the abuse or neglect of the 
Scriptures! 

The above statement will also serve to shew, that 
the honor of distributing'the holy Scripture* extensive- 
ly, has peculiatiy devolved ^pon the present day. The 
kbor of writing them is no more. Their price^now is 
very reasonable. The p2^l prohibition ttgail^t reading 
^em has lost its force, and multitudes, with outstretch- 
ed armS) are earnestly imploring them. 



DR. FOTHERGILL ON BOOKS READ IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

<<Theiis is nothing tends so much to keep alive the 
spirit of war as our education. We take part in all the 
spirit of heroism displayed with so much elegance by 
the Greek ^d Roman historians, till the spirit of Chris- 
tianity, meek, humble, patient, and forgiving, is obliter- 
itted from our minds: a woful exchange for a system 
replete with good will to all men! I am not censuraig 
others, I am pleading for ourselves; and most fervently 
wish the day may be fest advancing when wars will be 
no more. I am the brother of fill mankind. I know I 
am writing to a gentleman who has charity enough to 
enter fully into my sentiments, and to wish there was 
not a classic extant capable of producing, cherishing) 
«r confirming such sentiments." 

Letter to a Gentleman in Mas%achu9Ctti. 
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THBMISTOCLES. 

THEM10TOCLBS9 when a ver^ yo^ng man^ was obBepredy 
90(m after the famoufi battle of Marathon, in whi<^ Mil* 
tiades obtained so much gloiy, to be much alone, very . 
pensive) unwUling to attend the usual entertainments, 
and even to watch whole nights. Being asked, by some 
of his friends, what was the cause of all this, he answer* 
ed, *The trophies of Miltiades will not suffer me to 
sleep.* Thus, fired with a love of glory, he became, in 
a few years, the first man in Greece. 

Young Christians, Faith presents to your view far 
greater glories than Greece could bestow on her- most 
successful heroes. The perishing honors of MihiadeB 
and Themistocles, are not worthy to be compared witlk 
the glory that shall be revealed. Could they forego all 
the pleasures of youth to have their names enrolled in 
the records of fame, and cannot you, by the help of Al- 
mighty grace, become a good soldier of Jesus Christ, in 
hope of obtsuning a crown of glory that shall never fade? 



A BBAUTIFUL BLLUSTRATION OP THE PARTIQULAm 
PROVIDENCE OF GOD. 

Extracted fron^ Hayley's Life of Cowper. 

^We are glad tlytt you are safe at hqme agaiH' 
Could we see at one glance of the eye what is pass- 
ing every day upon all the roads; how many are terri- 
fied and hurt, how many plundered and abused, we 
should indeed find reason enough to be thankful for 
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joumies performed in safety, and for deliverance from 
dangers, we are not perhaps eveti permitted to see. 
When in some of the high southern latitudes, and in a 
dark tempestuous night, a flash of lightning discovered 
to Captain Cook a vessel, vrhich glanced along close 
by his side, and which but for the lightning, he must 
have run foul of, both the danger and the transient light 
that showed it, were undoubtedly designed to convey to 
him this wholesome instruction, ^That a particular 
Providence attended him, and that he was not only pre- 
served from evils of which he had notice, but from 
many more of which he had no information, or even 
the least suspicion.' What unlikely contingencies may 
nevertheless take place! How improbable that two 
«hips should dash against each other, in the midst of 
the vast Pacific Ocean, and that, steering contraiy 
CQurses, from psots of the world so immensely distant 
from each other, they shoul^ yet move so exactly in a 
line as to clash, fill, and go to the bottom, in a sea where 
all the ships in the world might be so dispersed as that 
none should see another! Yet this must have happened 
but for the remarkable interference which he has re- 
corded. The same Providence indeed might as easily 
have Qonducted them so wide of each other that thef 
should never have met at all; but then this lesson would 
have been lost; at least, the heroic voyager would have 
encompassed the globe without having had occasion to 
i:elate an incident that so naturally ^uggests it/' 
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FRAGMENT. 



Yes! there are pleasures in religion, though the world 
denies its intrinsic excellence, and despises its genuine 
disciples! Can the votaries of I>issipation reflect upon 
their engagements vyith the pure and unsullied delight 
with which the humble Christian retraces the precious 
hours of Divine worship and sacred insitruction? To 
enter into minute comparisons seems derogatory to that 
subject which connects time with eternity: let me rather 
indulge the holy superiority, and say to my soul, *'You 
were solicited by the enticements of the world, but 
preferred the obligations of -religion. You entered the 
sanctuary, though undeserving the blessed privilege, 
and doubting whether provision was prepared for you, 
the feast, in its spiritual sense, proved a fbast of fat 
things." The subject introduced was taken from the 
I2th chapter of Isaiah, "With joy shall ye draw water 
out of the wells of salvation." The minister described 
the properties of water, and applied them to the influ- 
ences of the Holy Spirit: — he described the wells of sal- 
vation, and showed how rich and inexhaustible are the 
springs of living water flowing from our blessed Savior, 
through the Scriptures and in the promises!*— he spoke 
of the covenant of grace, and the ordinances of God's 
appointment, and explained the Christian's privileges 
to draw out of these sacred wells:— he pursued the 
Christian's active duties under the eiftblem of drawing . 
water; and enlarged upon the joy which accompanies 
the believer's engagements;— -and, lastly. He recom- 
mended arrangement in all the pursuits of social life, 
that the Christian might have leisure to pursue the 
Vol.. IV. 25 
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«acred employment here alluded to. Persuasion flowed 
f^om his lips, encouragement and ardor mingled with 
elucidation, and graced the powers of eloquence. My 
jsoul, recal the hour. Let Memory become the re- 
pository of Truth, and Reason congratulate Faith, 
whilst henceforth Nature shall furnish another associa- 
tion to reanimate Devotion and revive the delightful 
impression! It is sweetly remarked, that "the creation 
of God is the school of Christians, if they use it aright." 
Remember, the disciple of the world requires the aid 
of adventitious circumstances to animate his spirits and 
enliven his hours;— he lives dependent upon his asso- 
ciates for precarious joys; others must join the dance, 
or grace the theatre, or his enjoyment withers, and his 
pleasures languish; — ^but the Christian revives in re- 
tirementy— «his happiness does not float upon a ruffled 
.surface, but dwells in the mine of everlasting mercy: 
his resources are certain, his joys serene, his prospects 
unclouded, whilst the doctrines of his faith, upon which 
his heart rejoices to meditate, are attested by the whole 
natural world. Wherever he turns his eyes, to the 
heavens or to the earth, to the sea or to the land, to 
animals or to plants, he is reminded of them; they arc 
recorded in a language which has never been confound- 
ed; they are written in a text which c^ never be cor- 
rupted.* 

Remember too, the votary of Dissipation, though 
miserable when alone, never ventures into society but 
Jie augments the aggregate of folly, and spreads the 
snares of temptation; — whilst the Christian, blessed ia 

• Jones's Leotores. 
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the most concealed and retired walks of human life, 
when he goes into company, or mixes in the ordinary 
business of the world, diffuses the treasure with whfch 
his mind is stored, and spreads the fragrance of Divine 
truth; and when he enjoys his highest delight, and 
mingles with the sacred congregation, he increases 
thosje ascriptions of praise which fill heaven with holy 
incense; and anticipates that glorious scene, when the 
redeemed of the Lord shall triumph in eternal bliss, 
and engage in that extatic chorus, ^'Blessing, and honor^ 
and glory, and power, be unto God and unto the Lamb 
for ever and ever!" 



REFLECTIONS ON TIME* 

Where is yesterday? It is gone for ever! Where ifi 
today? Its moments are on the wing! Where is tomot-f 
row? 

'*In another world! 
To numbers this is uncertain; 
The reverse is sure to npneP' 

Young. 

On what then are our hopes built? on time or eternity? 
on earth or heaven? Is the creature or the Creator our 
chief good? the uncertain stream or the boundless 
ocean, our source of supply? These are momentous 
inquiries. May we lay them to heart! May Reflection 
feed upon them! May Grace Improve them! 

Of what infinite value is time! 'Tis the space given 
for repentance, or to fill up the measure of our iniquf- 
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tte.s; *tis the prelude, the forerunner of heaven or of 
lieil; and yet, how short, how uncertain itS duration! 

"Hew, like the dial's tardy moving shade. 
Day after day slides from us unpercciv*d? 
The canniiig fugitive is swift by stealth. 
Too subtle is the moveneiit to be seeft; 
Yet soon the iMmr Is np» and we are gonef" 

YOUMC. 



How small a part of time elapsed, has been given 
to our God! how much to vanity and folly! The world 
has claimed its portion, and we have acceded to its de- 
mand. Business has required its allotment, and we 
have granted its request. Our wearied bodies have 
asked for their share; and hours have been allotted to 
sleep which might have been more profitably employed 
in praise and prayer. Sinful diversions, in our uncon- 
rerted state, have stolen from us, day after day; and 
midnight has frequently not ended our thoughtless 
revels. These and nameless other objects, have, at 
. one period or another, engrossed our attention, our af- 
fection, our esteem; but how small a portion have we 
reserved for reflection, for prayer, for soul concerns! 
Well may we adore the clemency of our God, and, with 
the prophet, exclaim, "It is of the Lord's mercies 
we are not consumed; and because his compassions fail 
not: blessed be his name, they are new every morning!'^ 
But what are now our thougths, our views, our disposi* 
tions? Have we profited by experience; and can we say 
the time past of our life has sufficed us, to have wrought 
the will of the gentiles; tp have served divers lusts and 
passions. Are we now obeying, from the hearty the 
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Divine injunction, "Come out from among them, and 
be ye separate; and touch not the unclean thing?" Are 
our thoughts, our desires, our pursuits, such as become 
those who are called to glory and virtue, such as are 
suited to the dignity of the followers of Christ, and 
heirs of his kingdom? Can we throw down the gauntlet 
with our divine Savior, and say, 'Which of you convinc- 
eth me of sin?' Alas, we cannot: our experience tells 
us that, in many things, we offend; that in all we come 
short of that glory, in which it is our privilege, and 
should be our ambition, at all times to shine. How 
circumscribed are our views of God, of his word, and 
of ourselvesl How much dross is still mixed with the 
fine gold of the kingdom! How often does a deceitful 
heart betray itself, and tell us we have not yet attained, 
neither are already perfect! 

What reflections should these convictions produce? 
May they not briefly be these: A new period of 
^me is begun: another year (perhaps my last) is com- 
menced. Lord, let it be devoted to thee! let our hearts, 
our lives, our all, be thine! We desire to love theel 
Make us ashamed- that we are still, so cold; make us 
glow with Divine ardor; claim us as the purchase of 
thy blood, as the conquest of thy love, and henceforth 

**Be thou our all. 
Our theme, our inspiration^ and our ci*own, 
Qur strength in age, our rise in low estate; 
Our souls^s ambition, pleasure, wealth; our world. 
Our light in darkness, and our life in death!" Ain«ik 

Vol. IV. * 35 
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TO-MORROW. 

With all the pensiveness of grief and bitterness <tf 
self-reproach, I lately turned my steps towards the 
house of a Christian friend. On enteridug the abode 
where I had ever been greeted with smiles, I was sur- 
prised to find nothing but sadness, like my own. C<m- 
scious guilt suggested the suspicion, that they knew 
and reproached me for my neglect; but my friend sooa 
undeceived me, by pouring into my bosom her lamen- 
tations for the loss of an only child. 

"Alas!" cried she, <^my Henry is gone! But thrfec 
days ago he was romping about me in full health, 
when, suddenly, he sickened with a fever, which seem- 
ed to lie chiefly in his head; and he has, this mornings 
breathed *his last!" 

I struggled with myself, summoned up resolution, 
iMid made an awkward attempt at consolation, while 
my own heart hung heavy in my breast; but I was 
struck dumb, when the afHicted parent, fetching a sigh 
from the bottom of her^ heart, exclaimed, «Ah! Sir, 
these consolations might assuage my grief for the loss 
of my, child, but they cannot blunt the stings of my 
conscience, which are as daggers to my heart! It was 
but last week that I was thinking my Henry is now 
twelve years of age; his mind is rapidly expanding; 
1 know he thinks 'and feels beyond the measure of his 
years; and a foolish backwardness has hitherto kept 
me from entering so closely into serious conversation 
with him, so as. to discover the real state of his mind, 
and make a vigorous effort to lead his heart to God. I 
then resolved to seize the first opportunity to disch|g:^6 
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a duty 80 weighty to the conscience of a Christian and 
the heart of a parent; but, day after day, my foolish 
and deceitful heart said, *I will do it To-morrow,' till 
the very day he was taken ill. I had resolved to talk 
with him that evening, and, when he first complained 
of his head, I was half pleased with the thought that 
this might incline him to listen more seriously to what 
I should say. . But, O Sir I his pain and fever increas- 
ed so rapidly, that I was obliged to put him in^me^- 
ately to bed; and, as he seemed inclined to doze, I was 
glad to leave him to rest. From that time he was 
never sufficiently sensible for conversaticHi; and now he 
is gone into eternity, and left me distracted witli un- 
certainty concerning the salvation of his precious soul. 
I know he had arrived to the period when he itiust be 
judged as an accountable creature;* for I have several 
times observed in him such efforts of reason and con- 
science, as surpassed many who had seen twice his 
years. I recollect the favorable symptoms I have dis- 
covered, and, for a moment, hope that the Good 
Shepherd had gathered the lamb into his bosom. But 
thenj again, I cry, *If it should not have been sol*" 
That thought plunges me back again into the depths 
of distress. Dilatory wretch! had it not been my own 
sin, I might now have been consoling myself with the 
satisfactory conviction of having discharged the duty 

• We are accountable creatures from the first moment of our ex- 
istence The law of God is universally binding on all ages of human 
intelligence. If such as die in their infancy are saved, as 1 trust ia 
God's mercy they are, it is not because they were not in a state of 
guilt and condemiyition; but because they are ffracioitsly included in 
the covenant of Kedemption, and are saved by the washing of regen- 
^ration^ and renewing of the Holy Gho^t. Edit9r, 
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•f a Christian parent, and enjoying the delightful as- 
surance of meeting my child before the throne of the 
Lamb! OI the cursed sin of procrastination! O! the 
ruinous delusion that lurks in the word To-morrow!" 
You may readily conclude that I sympathized with 
the agonizing parent, but cannot easily conceive what 
I felt on being obliged to say to her, "My friend, if 
that can afford you any consolation, I must own to you 
that I am now distracted with reflections similar to 
your own. Perhaps you observed, when I came inp, 
that I was thoughtful and dejected, and that it was a 
forced effort which I made for your relief. I had but 
just returned from a house, which was to me, as weH 
as to the family, a house of mourningr I was sent for, 
yesterday, to visit a sick man, and as I fancied that I 
was then engaged, I promised to calf and see him 
To-morrow. But, when I went there To-day, I was 
shocked to hear that he was dead, especially' as I had 
reason to fear for his eternal state; and his wife said he 
was very anxious to see me." Unwilling to pour 
"vinegar upon nitre," I refused indulgence lo my own 
feelings; and, after feebly pointing my distressed 
friend to some of the consolations of the gospel, I with- 
drew. As I returned home, I was surprised and con- 
founded to observe how differently my excuses now 
appeared^ and how light they proved when weighed 
in the balances against a sinner's eternal interests. 
Stupid and cruel wretch! to prefer my own convenr- 
ence to my brother's salvation! And can I pretend to 
be a disciple of Him who came even from heaven "to 
seek and to save that which was lost, and to give his 
&y<? a ransom for many!" What' are the advantages of 
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t few hours business, when compared with eternal 
joys or pains? "Lord, lay not this sin to my charge^ 
nor let the blood of my brother's soul rest upon my 
mind, and blast the future success of those employ* 
ments, fdr which I left him to perish in his sins! Grani 
me to learh hence ) to abhor, through all my future life^ 
the thought of deferring the concerns of souls till To' 
morrow!** Christians, Parents, Ministers, learn wis- 
dom from my folly: obey the voice that s^ys, "Go work 
To'day in my vineyat'd;" To-morrow is none of yours. 
"Sinners, to-day, if ye will hear the voice of Christ 
harden not your hearts, lest* he swear in his wrath thai 
you shall Aot enter into his rest." 



A WALK OF USEFULNESS 
' A WEEK BEFORE THE WORLd's END. 

One day, musing in my little parlor, my thoughts wei^ 
carried forward to the last week of the world's exist* 
ence. I supposed this circumstance to be known only 
to myself,' and that all things were in the same state 
they are now. I determined to walk into London, tO' 
do all the good I possibly could. On my way I over* 
heard a drayman swearing at a neighbor who had of- 
fended him. I touched him on the shoulder, and whis- 
pered in his ear, that the Son of God wodld call him to 
account for his swearing, and for all his conduct, in th« 
course of the week; and therefore advised him to pre* 
pare to meet his Judge. The man, at first, was remark- 
ably struck with this uncommon and unexpected salur 

■» 
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tation. He then turned to his neighbors, saying, "What 
think you this man has been telling me? He says, the 
Judge of men is to be here in a week." Some laughed, 
another said, "Wo be to me if he be here so soon, fo? 
I've been a wicked fellow." Another said, "It is all ft 
farce; let us mind our work:" and away they went. 

I walked on: but passing a public house, and hear^ 
ing a number of people singing over a pot of porter, I 
returned, and stepped into the house. Inquiring what 
they were about, — with an oath, one replied, "We are 
making ourselves merry with a little beer, Sir." *Now, 
do not count me rude,' said I, <wl>en I ask, Have all of 
you been sorry for your sins yet? has ever that cost you 
a serious thought?* "Not much," replied they all, with 
a smile. 'It is time, high time, that every one of you 
think seriously upon that matter, and how your sins 
may be pardoned, for the Judge is at the door; and 
when he cometh he will bring every man to his bar, to 
answer for his deeds, whether good or bad.' One man, 
who appeared more serious than the others, requested 
me to inform them how a sinner could be saved; "for," 
said he, "I was once thinking a good deal about these 
things, but people told me I was turning Methodist; 
and I did not like that, Sir; and so I thought no more 
of the matter." 'Believe,' said I, 'as poor sinners, in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, as the Son of God and Savior of 
sinners, and ye shall be saved.' I desired them also, 
when their work was over, to run to their Bibles, and 
there they would find full instruction about things of 
the last importance for them to know. Upon this I left 
them, hastening to the chief concourse of people, I 
mean the Hoyal Exchange. Here I found hundred* 
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anxiously occupied about the afiairs of this life. I stood 
upon a chair, that I might be seeii by all; and, with a 
loud voice, requested silence and attention for a few 
ininutes, which the novelty of the circumstance soon 
obtained; when i spoke to the following purport: 

"Gentlemen, Unless I had a matter of the utmost 
consequence to communicate, I could not have had the 
, boldness to interrupt your business in this public way. 
You must, no doubt, be expecting that I am to convey 
important intelligence. Your conjecture is just. The 
end of all things is at hand! The Judge is now on his 
throne of grace, but he leaves it on Sunday next for a 
throne of judgment; wherefore, I solemnly call upon 
every man present to consider his ways, to turn to the 
Lord and he shaH live, and welcome the Lord at his 
coming. But if you do not, you shall be thrust from 
the presence of the Lord into the prison of perdition, 
there to bewail your folly for ever and ever. Now is 
the accepted time, now is the day of salvation. Heark- 
en, ye stout4iearted and far from righteousness, God 
has brought near to you the righteousness of his Son; 
and if ye receive it, his salvation shall not tarry; you 
.«hall instantly enter upon the enjoyment of it I" 

This speech made a powerful impression upon 
many present; not that they believed the world would 
be ended so soon as I had predicted, but it led their 
attention to events which must come some time or 
other. 

Leaving the Exchange, I proceeded, to visit a 
Christian family who resided in the neighborhood. I 
shook hands, and inquired if they had heard the good 
news. "Nol" said they, "What news?" 'The Lord is 
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«t hand; the heavens shall only retain him til] Sabbaidl 
morning.' One said, <<Charming! but I fear it is too 
good news to be true; shall I be delivered from this 
frail) sinftil body, oii Sabbath! Come, Lord Jesus, come 
quickly!" A seccmd added, <^ Amen, even so come Lord 
Jesus; I have waited for thy salvation. But how do you 
know the Lord is to be here so soon?** *An angel told 
me so,* said I, 4a«t night.** A third person present 
called out, ^^O Sirs, it is well with you, indeed! but it 
makes me tremble! O what shall I do to be savod?*^ 
^Remember the old answer,' replied I, ^Believe in the 
Lord Jesus, and thou shalt be saved.' Light attended 
this faithful saying, for the youth was enabled to believe 
in the perfect sacrifice of Jesus; and was immediately 
fts happy as any of us. Then we all sat down and sung, 
"Lo, he comes with clouds descending/' &c. After 
concluding our hymn, we compared our feelings on the 
occasion, and found that the prospect of Christ's near 
approcich completely banished from our minds all sin; 
and the tempter seemed to have no power over us. 
What fools we have been, not daily to be looking for 
the coming of the Lord, and thus to* have lived con- 
stantly under the powers of the world to come! t 

In the evening 1 returned home, telling every pas- 
senger I met on my way to prepare for the coming of 
the Lord. Most of the night I spent in prayer to God, 
beseeching liim to make quick work with thousands, 
to create nations of believers in one day. 

Next day, I found the news had spread all over the 
metropolis. Anxiety seemed visible in almost every 

• This is certainly a very interesting paper, though perhaps wmt 
•expreaeioiis ure not ^rteetly correct EdiW^. 
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countenance; prayers were heard from almost eveiy 
house I passed; business seemed quite at a stand. The 
joy that I had on beholding these things I cannot ex- 
press; at the same time it was frequently damped by 
shocking scenes which presented themselves to me; 
many had drank to intoxication, to banish^ thought. 
From bills pasted up, I found that the public amuse- 
ments were greatly multiplied, in order to divert the 
public attention from impending ruin. This reminded 
me of the state of the old world when Noah entered the 
ark, who were eating and drinking, marrying and giving 
in marriage the very day when their destruction com- 
menced. 

I called at a house where an old Christian had been 
confined upwards of ten years to a sick bed. Said I 
*'John have you heard the good news?" 'O yes, good 
news it is to me;' the day of my release is at hand; long 
have I looked for his appearing; and sometimes, when 
in great agony, have I said to my dearest Lord, "Why 
are thy chariot- wheels so long of coming?" but I fin^H- 
that He who shall come will come, and will not tarry* - 
The moment his trumpet shall sound, I shall start up> 
and, ascending to my Lord and your Lord, I shall leave 
death and the grave for ever behind me." 

In this way I was employed till Sabbath morning 
about the dawn, when suddenly the heavens were open- 
ed, and their glorious contents manifested. The Sav* 
ior appeared, clothed with light as with a garment, 
attended with myriads of angels, and myriads of glori- 
fied men, with palms of victory in their hands. Every 
eye was fixed on Jesus. Millions of ungodly men sought 
for hiding-places, but none could be found. Angelic 
Vol. IV. 26 
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knowledge found them out, and angelic powers com- 
pelled them to appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ. Here they were, arraigned, capitally convicted 
of treason against the Lord, and condemned to suffer 
unutterable misery for ever and ever. The scene now 
became inconceivably awful. Two innumerable divis- 
ix>ns of mankind on the eve of parting, to see each other 
no more, no, not for ever and ever. 

The scene closed with Christ's commanding the 
wiched to depart from his presence. He had no sooner 
said Depart; than they immediately disappeared; and 
the righteous, by his kind invitation, went into life 
eternal. 



THEOLOGICAL APHORISMS. 

Ministers of the Gospel should resemble angels in 
reconciling duty with devotion. They minister to the 
Weira of salvation; yet, always behold the face of their 
' Father in heaven! 

To preach firactical sermons as they are called, i. e. 
sermons upon virtues and vices, without inculcating 
those great scripture truths of redemption, grace, &c. 
which alone can incite and enable us to forsake sin, and 
follow after righteousness; what is it but to put together 
the wheels, and set the hands of a watch, forgetting the 
spring which is to make them all go. 

No cloud can overshadow a true Chris^ian^ but his 
faith may discern a rainbow in it 
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A PRACTICAL ILlfUSTRATION OP THE PAS.SAGE OP 
SCRIPTURE, 

Be ye vnae as serfientsy and harmless aa doves. 

In the short but inglorious reign of James the Second, 
when Popery was making rapid strides to power, the 
king had his agents and emissaries in every part of the 
kingdom, to harass, vex, and weary the Protestants 
into a compliance with the measures he w'as endeavor- 
ing to^ bring about; and where persuasion and threats 
had no effect, sometimes force and violence were had 
recourse to. One of his agents, with a party of soldiers 
(rather ruffians, I should say) went out on a Sabbath 
morning to "hunt down the Protestants," as they term- 
• ed it. They met a young woman, a servant maid, run- 
ning along the road, early in the morning, without 
either shoes or stockings on. The captain of this band 
asked her where she was going, so early in the morn, 
in^; and what was the urgency of the business that 
made her run so fast. She told him, That she had 
learned that her elder brother was dead; and she was 
going to receive her share of the riches he had be- 
queathed to her, as well as to her other brothers and 
sisters; and she was afraid she should be too late. The 
commander was so well pleased with her answer, that 
he gave her half a crown to buy a pair of shoes, and 
also wished her success: but if he had known the real 
business she was going upon, which was to a Sacra- 
ment, he would most probably have prevented her from 
going that day to the place where she hoped to receive 
durable riches. 
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SELECT POETRY. 

TO THE DEITY. 

What fteraph in ih' abodes of bliss,. 

Or mortal here below, 
Jehovah's nature can express. 

Or all his grandeur show I 

Essence infinite, unknown'. 

Tho* present everywhere : 
It flames around his awful throne, 

And thunders in the air. 

God rides the rapid whirlwind's wing, 

And on a cherub flies; 
He smiles, and countless beings sing; 

His frown obscures the skies. 

"Who can in glory equal God J 

Resemble him in might? 
He rules creation with a nod. 

And darkness turns to light. 

No being can his search evade. 

Nor one forgotten lie; 
AH are important, for he made 

The angel and the fly. 

The bright, stupendous orbs on high 
Are round their centres hurl'd 

By him who bids the lightning fly 
Terrific round the world. 

He bids the swelling ocean sleep. 
Its foaming billows die; 
' He nods, and fi-om the boiling deep 
The hoary surges fly. 
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Gay blooming health at his command 

Inhabits every rein; 
He sends diseases round the land, 

And sickness^ reigps agfain. 

- By him the fields and wood& rejoice. 

The yalleys laugh and sing: 

All Nature with her varied voice 

Adores her God and King/ 

From insects in the verdant grass, 

To seraphs round the throne. 
Each lower tribe would fain surpass 

Its higher, nobler one. 

This soul-transporting, holy strife. 

By gpratitude is rais'd: 
Jehovah spoke them into life. 

And therefore shall be prais'd. 

The great Creator everywhere 

Is lov»d, rever'd, adored. 
By all who of his bounty share. 

Or treml>le at his word. 

. His praises vibrate in the gale. 
And in the thunder roar; 
Rush furious in the rattFing hail. 
And foam along the sliore. 

In wild and artless notes they rise 

From ev*ry humble spray; 
The lark transmits them to the skies. 

And ushers in the d^- 

.In the dark dungeonof his ire. 

His awful presence reigns. 
Adds vigor to eternal fire. 
And horror tn their chains. 
Vol. IV. * 26 
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With all the mftjesty of woe 
His being fills the place^ 

Where sinnets shall for erer know 
The forfeiture of fprace. 

To him th* enraptured hosts above 
Their swelling anthems raise; 

And the dear wonders of his love» 
Fiir ev'ry tongue with praise. 

In Salem ev^ry holy tongue 
Adores the great I AM, 

And swells the sweet triumphant song 
Of Moses and the Lamb. 

Begin, then, Christian, here below. 
And sing Jehovah's g^ace. 

Till safe beyond the reach of woe. 
You see him face to face. 



TO THE SUN. 

Yes, orient orb, thy lustrous light 
Beams in effulgent beauty bright; 
Resplendence marks thy way.- 
Mom's blushing beauties all rejoice^ 
And Nature, with concordant voice. 
Proclaims thee King of Day. 

Oft, ere thy gilded splendors gleam, 
I've watch'd to catch thy rising beam 

Tin^ng the verdant hill; 
Have mark'd thy vivid rays ascend. 
Beauty and light thy steps attend. 

Peerless thy sovereign skilL 
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Oft when thy genial heat has warm'dy . 
And all thy cloudless splendors charm'd 

The captivated eye, - 
I've bless'd thy vivifying pow*r, 
Eipjoy'd thy noontide's fervid hour. 
And own'd thy majesty. 

Oft when thy last retiring rajr 
In lucid softness speeds away. 

And glowing tints arise, 
I've watch*d the swift succeeding cloud 
Which all thy dazzling glories shroud* 

And darkness veil the skies.. 

So gaze we on life's fairest form 

But soon obscur'd; some gath'ring storm. 

Or fate's severe decree. 
Veils with impenetrable maze 
Health's richest glow, fair Fancy'* blaze, 

And Youth's festivity. 

But if, fair orb, thy mystic flight 
Involves the world in deepest nighty 

Soon shall thy dazzling rays 
These sleeping scenes again revive. 
Bid Nature's fairest beauties live. 

And bloom beneath thy blaze! 

And soon, though Virtue's children sigh. 
And feel the pangs of misery 

Eclipse life's transient day. 
Religion's cloudless sun shall rise. 
Fill the sad soul with glad surprise; 

And chase all mists away! 

Bom on the wings of faith Divine, 
We view Emmanuel's glories shine: 
Oh may his genial ray 
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Ulume this hetrt vtith pieferlets fight^ 
Subdtfe my tin^ that mortal night. 
And beam unclouded day. . 

Thy fiuling splendors. Sun, mast cease. 
Thy orb consume in timers abyss, 

Th* appointed circuit run; 
^ But cloth'd in radiance sublime. 
Through all eternity diall tl^ne 

God's uncreated Sum 



ON THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. 

Naturs in Midnight's sable, robe watf dressM, 

And sober Silence hush'd each murmuring sound. 

Each drowsy eye was clos'd, with sleep oppressed, 
X And chilling dews descended on the ground; 

Only some rustic swains their vigils kept. 

Tending their flocks, the humble shepherds's wealth. 

Lest a grim wolf the hurdled pen o'erteapt. 

With hunger stuag, should sp6il the fold by stealth. 

At once was seen. 
Scattering the gloom, like summer's day serene. 
Celestial rays, and clouds of silrer white, « 
Purple and fluid gold, more dazzling bright 
Than those which form the sun's resplendent train 
At evening hovering o'er the western main! 

Sweet music now with mellow notes 
Gently in the still air floats. 
Softer than the purling rill 
Pattering dowii the pebbly hifi. 
Or perfum'd Hesperran gale. 
Or song of plaintive nigh tingle : 
Louder swells the pealing strain^ 
Louder rises yet agun. 
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Till heaven's ample concave rings 
With the harp's deep sounding strings. 
Now the glitt'ring clouds low bending^ 
Swiftly to the earth descending - 
On a turfy hillock landing. 
See tike radiant seraphs standing; 
Loose their airy robes are flowing; 
Heaven in every face is glowing*. 

Gay Spring invades stem Winter's surly reign. 

And blooming fiow'rets spangle all the plain! 

Gabriel, the chief, advanced before the rest. 

And thus, in accents mild, the trembling swains address'd: 

"Fear not, ye shepherds, joyful news we bring,— 

"Messiah's bom! the everlasting King! 

**The Gentiles now with Israel's race shall share 

"Jehovah's mercies, and paternal care! 

•*To Bethlehem go; — the Babe you'll find array'd 

"In swaddling-clothes, and in a manger laid!" 

He ceas'd, and smil'd, from earth the angels rise. 

And sing, returning to their native skies, 

"Glory to God supreme,^Good will to men; 

"Celestial peace shalL visit earth again!" 

Jesus! to thee I'll tune my lay. 

With thy dear name embalm my verse; 
At Morning^s prime and Evening gray. 

Thy matchless grace and love rehearse! 
In rosy Youth and withering Age, 

Be thou my Portion and my All! 
And when 1 quit Life's busy stage, " 

With quivering lips on thee I'll call. 
"When sleeping in my dusty bed 

My ashes thou shalt guard with pare; 
Shall raise me with the holy dead. 

And bid me meet thee in the air: 
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Thine hand shall place a glorious crown 

On this unworthy head of mine! 
Before thy feet Wi cast k down» 

As in thy righteousness I shine. 
My heart shall glow with sacred fire. 

While endless ages roll along; 
V 1*11 sweep the tuneful, trembling lyre. 

And raise to thee a loftier song! 



AN ITAUAN EPIGRAM, 

4fn our Lord*s being ifound to a Pillar in Pilate' 9 judgment Sail. 

— »"et tu marmokbum <yjo<toBl*'— — 

Marble— the pillar against which he stood: 
Marble— the men that thirsted for his blood! 
And more than marble was the Son of God! 

From Nature's quarry was the former hewn; 
But hate infernal tum'd the next to stone 1 ^ 
While patience made the Rook of Ages one! 

If Faith's perspective bring the scene to view, 
And Nature's shudder prove the record true, 
I, if I weep not, must be marble too! 

Weep, then, my heart, mine eyes, a fountain flow; 
Melt all my griefs, and deep dissolve in woe 
This mind of marble, and this breast of snow! 

The pillar, stone! more soft its hardest part 
Than that in me, whose rock defies the smart 
That rent the SufF»rer, and that brake his heart! 

Come, then. Reflection, and before mine eye. 

Let these sad sorrows in perspective lie. 

Till marbles weep, and weeping rocks reply! • 
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So shall I stand, as bound \fiih Him who stood 
Firm as a rock, resisting unto blood; 
Redemption's witness, and the friend of God! 

Arm*d with his hundj^all meekness, but all zeal. 
Patient to bear, though exquisite to feel, -" 

Hell's dread assaults, and Heaven's more dreadful will! 

Come, then, O thou! my pattern, and my guard; 
In life,^n death, I meet, by thee prepared. 
My hope's Ifst conflict, and its last reward! 



CHALLENGE TO ANGELS. 

Ye angels great in might. 
Your trumpets loudly blow. 

Go quickly through the realms of light. 
And sound them as you go. 

The heavenly host invite. 

From all their various spheres. 

Their brightest, noblest pow'rs excite. 
And call the leading peers. 

Your a^ure thrones ascend. 

Celestial council hold; 
E'en then my question may transcend 

Your wisdom to unfold. 

Should any wish to know 

Frbm whence the message came! 
'Tis sent from earth, the orb below. 

By one of mortal frame« 

To us your answer speed. 

If answer speed you can; 
What subject, think you, can exceed 

The love of God to man? 
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THE ANSWER. 

Th' angelic host above 

Have lately sought to know 
What can exceed Jehovah's love 

To sinful inan below. 

The answer now made known, 

We send to Adam's race; 
And think ourselves oblig'd to own 

You stand the first in grace. 

For you the earth and sky, 
And sun and moon were made, 

To you the starry works on high 
Afford nocturnal aid. 

Angels on you attend, 

To guide you on your way; 
And from their shining thrones descend, 

To keep you night and day* 

But, Oh, how great the love! 

(Which angels never knew) ' 
The Saviour left his throne above. 

And liv'd and died for you! 

Moreover 'tis for you 

The Spirit's love to trace, 
Who forms the sinner's heart a-new 

By sanctifying grace. 

In vain to sing its worth. 

Our highest strains we try; 
The love of God to man on earth. 

Shall fill eternity. 

END OF THE FOURTH VOLUME* 
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